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Badia deputy withdravFs resignation 

AJ^(PetT3) - Nonhem Badia DUtrict Sepu 
i * - he had decided 10 withdraw his res- 

■' aJn I Hill of ParliamenL Deputy Trad 

r(Dfc^r*T( M f S?!?*?" T “J”" ® supponera in 

: nnl ii o'*?’ Nonhe«^ Badia and 

• Jl 1 1 1 lit 0®"^’ ®* ® press conference on Sepi 23 

~ H ® U|| Ws resignation and that he was unable to serve his 

•n *5 f ''••'^"1 ‘^°"satuenis through the legislature because of what he 
* eyuoj^ • descnbed as government's reftisal to cooperate with himJn 
in p<jli,.,. ,, % “ miemew published in the Shihan weekly Thureday. 

' I. P^^'est against the polici« 

aWf.i.-. .. '■ Pf^go'’e™nentofAb<luIKarimKabariti.Hedescribedthe 

T;-.:. / goveniraMt as ^gam and accused it of discriminatins 

hLf.; ■■ constituency after he joined the opposition over 

'•' r- ^ demanded in the interview 

S.I-; resign because "it became arro- I 

\ " ‘ ! gani ••• and sianed to fee! bigger than the regime.” j 
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Israeli army storms A1 Aqsa, kills 4 Palestinians 

Two Others and two Israeli soldiers killed in West Bank; 
Overall death toll rises to nearly 60 Palestinians, 13 Israelis 

Israel Jordan urges implementation of all 

underfire y i ^ i 

at U.N. Israeli-Palestiman agreements and 
SS£.- s resumption of talks on other tracks 

*^'^9 calls for establishing full facts related 
h'rLviesn^rs to Israel’s opening of tunnel in Jerusalem 

back awav from confronta- ■ ^ 


I KDP announces release of 12 rivals 

DUBAI (AFP) — Iraq's Kurdish ally, the Kurdistau 
Democratic Part}' (KDPt, said Friday it has released J2 
political and miliiaiy officials from a rival faction. The 
KDP, headed by Massoud Baraani. said it released the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan tPUKi officials, including 
politburo member Fuad Mussoum, in order to “strength- 
en the spirit of reconciliation” between tlie factions. The 
KDP spokesman said in a statement sent to Dubai that 
these officials were "detained in a Salabuddin hotel" 
after Erbil fell to KDP forces backed bv Iraqi troops ou 
Aug. 31. After e.\iending its control throughout most of 
DOithem Iraq in the last month, the KDP decreed Sept 
10 a general amnesty for its Kurdish rivals. “Barzani on 
Sept. 25 met Fuad Massoum and decided to free the 12 
prisoners who have the choice of staying in Kurdistan or 
leaving (to go) abroad," the statement said. 


Price: Jordan 150 Ffis 


Combioed agency 
dispatches 




" 'THE WORST fighting 
between Israelis and Pales- 

- tinians in decades spread 
Friday to Jerusalem’s A1 
Aqsa Mosque compound, 
one of Islam’s holiest sites. 
Six Palestinians and two 

" Israeli soldiers were killed 
c<Kair!t there and in the West Bank. 

In a fourth day of clashes, 
Israeli police stormed AJ 

~ Aqsa Mosque and fired 
tear-gas and rubber bullets 
to di.sperse hundreds of 
Palestinian stone-throwers 
at the mosque after noon 
prayers. Four Paiestinians 
‘were killed in the melee. 

^ News of the confronta- 
uon triggered gun battles in 

- between Palestinian police 
and Israeli troops in several 
.towns in the West Bank and 
•Gaza, and at least two 
Palestinians and two Israeli 
soldiers were killed. 

The Palestinian protests 
erupted Tuesday after 
Israel announced the 
reo(>enjng of a cenmrics- 
Jld tunnel along ±e walls 
of the Al Aqsa Mosque 
rorapound. 

In one incident on Friday 
' in the Gaza Strip town of 
Rafah. Israel brought in 
helicopter gunships, and 
Israel TV said there were 

!'[.* (Continued on page 7) 
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Israel 
under fire 
at U.N. 
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Critically wounded Palestinian worshippers are treated 
in a makeshift infirmary inside AJ Aqsa Mosque after 
they were shot by Israeli soldiers who stormed the 
mosque on Friday (Reuters photo) 


UNITED NATIONS 
(Agencies) — Russia criti- 
cised Israel for stalling die 
Middle East peace process 
on Friday and urged both 
sides in the erupting 
Israeli-Palestinian crisis to 
back away from cooftxmta- 
tion. 

“Russia urges strongly ail 
the interested parties to 
show maximum restraint 
and to avoid action tiiat 
would worsen the situa- 
tion.” Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov told a U.N. Security 
Council meeting in New 
York. 

Mr. Primakov urged 
Israel's new right-wing 
government to implement 
previous agreements with 
the Palestinians and said 
the latest crisis was a 
’‘direct result of reckless 
activity.” 

Russia, a co-sponsor of 
Middle East peace efforts 
with the United States, sup- 
ported the desire of Ar^ 
states to have a U.N. Secu 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti said Friday 
the only way to end the ongoing 
Palestinian-Israeli crisis was the 
impiementation of all agreements 
signed between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians as well as the resumption of 
and achievement of progress in the 
peace negotiations on other tracks. 

Mr. Kabariti was speaking during a 
visit he paid to the Palestinian 
embassy here to convey his condo- 
lences and those of the gox'ernment 
over the deaths of dozens of PaJestini- 
ans in clashes with the Israeli army 
over the past three days. 

Mr. Kabariti reiterated Jordan's sup- 
port for the Palestinian National 
Autiiority's (PNA) position. 

He described Israeli actions at the Al 
Aqsa Mosque as provocative to the 


Arabs and Muslims. 

His Majesty King Hussein on Thurs- 
day reaffirmed Jordan's concern over 
the safety of the religious shrines in 
Jerusalem and called for an interna- 
tional probe to determine any dam- 
ages caused by the opening of a tun- 
nel adjoining the Al Aqsa Mosque 
compound in the Holy Ciiy. 

“JemsaJem is in our hearts and our 
conscience all the time, and it is our 
duty to do the impossible to prevent 
any tampering with its holy places and 
to ensure their safety ....” said King 
Hussein at a meeting with mini.sters of 
. Awqaf of nine Islamic countries who 
were holdmg a meeting in Amman . 

The King called on the United 
Nations Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to 
create an enquiry commission group- 




ing representatives of the three reli- 
gioDS to study the question of the tun- 
nel, which was opened by the Israeli 
authorities. 

King Hussein, who was speaking in 
the presence of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan at a meeting 
held at the Royal Court, said: "For us 
the people of the Islamic World and 
the believers in one God, Jerusalem 
represents a sacred site and remains 
embedded in our heans and minds.” 

’‘The recent developments in 
Jerusalem created confusion but it is 
our duty to examine the situation thor- 
oughly with the responsible parties 
because we want to know the facts as 
soon as possible ” King Hussein said. 

“We were taken by surprise by the 

(Continued on page 7 


Arafat says Israel broke agreement to curb violence; 
Netanyahu maintains PLO leader instigated unrest 



Combined agency 
dispatches 

PALESTINIAN LEADER 
Yasser Arafat accused 
Israel on Friday of breaking 
an agreement to pre\'ent 
clashes in self-rule areas 
iTOm spreading to 
Jerusalem, where Israeli- 
Palestinian violence contin- 
ued for a third day. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
accused Mr. .Arafat of 
instigating the deadly 


clashes in the West Bank 
and Gaza, but said he was 
willing to resume the peace 
process if the PaJestinians 
laid down their guns. 

The bloodshed in 
Jerusalem city was “a vio- 
lation of what we agreed 
last night, to maintain calm 
in Jerusalem.'’ Mr. Arafat 
said after meeting Israel's 
former Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid. 

“We cannot accept that 
they try to attack the faith- 
ful at the mosque,” Mr. 


Arafat told reporters, refer- 
ring to Israeli soldiers who 
killed four demonstrators 
after Friday prayers in Al 
Aqsa Mosque, raising the 
overall death toll to more 
than 70.. 

Mr. Sarid praised the 
Palestinian president’s 
efforts to halt the clashes 
triggered by Israel’s exca- 
vation last week of an 
archaeological tunnel skirt- 
ing Al Aqsa 

“In these very difficult 
times, we must maintain 


our relations,” Mr. Sarid 
said. ‘T have been able to 
observe the very, very seri- 
ous efforts of tbe president 
to calm the situation.” 

Mr. Arafat has accused 
Israeli troops of carrying 
out a massacre in the Gaza 
Scrip and West Bank on 
Thursday. He spoke by 
telephone Thur^y and 
Friday with Mr. 

Netanyahu but a summit 
between the two leaders has 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Taleban seize Kabul, 
sets up government 


King: Talk of change of 
government is baseless 


KABUL ( .Agencies » — The 
^ndamentalist Taleban 
rfovemeni captured the 
.Afghan capital Kabul and 
formed a provisional gov- 
fmment Friday, summarily 
executing the countr>'‘s for- 
mer communist president 
Najibullah and vowing to 
ssiablish a strict Islamic 
»tate. 

The Taleban met niinimaJ 
resistance from forces loyal 
;o Prime Minister Gulbud- 
Jin Hekmatv’ar and Presi- 
Jem Burhanuddin Rabbani 
when they .swept into Kabul 
iround LIX) a.m. (2130 
3MT) to take the presiden- 
iul palace in the city cen- 
re. 

It was the crowning 
nomem of a Ughinina two- 
»rear crusade by the stu- 
Jent-led militia to impose 
Islamic law on the war-rav- 
iged countr>'. 

E.\-Presideni NajibuUah 
■^d his bodyguard were 
Jragged out of" the United 
'Marions office where they 
tad sheltered for the past 
■'our and a half years and 
langed on a public street. 
NajibuHali been 

inder U.N. protection since 
lis six-year rule, w-hich 


began under Soviet occupa- 
tion and ended with sweep- 
ing rebel victories in 1992. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple crushed to see the bod- 
ies after they were strung 
up the main Ariana Square. 
The Taleban said Najibul- 
lah was executed for being 
a murderer and a commu- 
nist (see page 12). 

The United Nations 
sharply condemned tbe 
hanging. 

The three-day battle for 
the city left several hundred 
people killed or injured and 
hospitals were overflowing 
in the city of one million 
inhabitants, the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red 
Cross said. 

Loud explosions were 
heard in the night as retreat- 
ing government forces blew 
up stocks of ammunition 
they could not carry away 
to their strongholds in the 
north. 

Jeep-loads of Taleban 
drove north out of Kabul 
Friday in search of fleeing 
government commanders. 

The presence of the Tale- 
ban in Kabul was 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
ruled out any change in 
the govemmeot of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and described talk 
on such change as prema- 
ture. mere speculation and 
baseless. 

“Any talk on a new gov- 
ernment is premature, a 
mere speculation and base- 
less,” King Hussein told 
reporters during a visit to 
Doha on Thursday. 

The King’s comments 
came against the backdrop 
of renewred demands by the 
opposition for the resigna- 
tion of the Kabariti govern- 
ment. In a statement issued 
on Wednesday. 23 members 
of the 80-seat Lower House 
of Parliament called on the 
King to dismiss the govem- 
menL 

In reply to a question on 
Jordanian relations with 
Gulf Arab states, the King 
said in Doha: “ We woik 
for bettering the lives of all 
people and to solve out- 
standing problems.” 

Answering a question on 
a Bahraini-Qatari territorial 
dispute over some islands 
in the Gulf, the King 


voiced hope that the two 
countries resort to dialogue 
to solve their problems. 

Jordan supported all 
efforts for reconciliation 
between Bahrain and Qatar, 
the King added. 

In comments to the press 
upon his return home from 
Doha after visits to Bahrain 
and Qater later Thursday, 
the King described the out- 
come of his talks in tbe two 
Gulf states as good and 
positive and of great benefit 
to Jordan's relations with 
the two countries and those 
with the Arab World at 
large. 

"The visits to Bahrain and 
Qatar were extremely good 
and I am totally satisfied 
with its results and with the 
talks I held in the two coun- 
tries,” King Hussein said. 

“The visits gave me the 
chance to discuss with our 
brothers in Bahrain and 
Qatar pan-Arab issues, 
current Arab affairs and 
efforts to solve problems 
among Arab countries in 
general and problems 
among Gulf states in portic- i 
ular,” added King Hus.sein, j 

(Continued on page3) I 
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Iraq accuses Washington 
of delaying oil-for-food 
deal for political reasons 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— An Iraqi official has 
accused the United States 
of delaying the U.N.-Iraq 
oil-for-food deal for politi- 
cal reasons, and France is 
ur;ging the U.N. secretary- 
genei^ to give the final go- 
^ead to the plan despite 
American reservations 
about its impiementation. 

Iraqi deputy U.N. Ambas- 
sador Saeed Hassan made 
the allegation late Wednes- 
day during the general 
assembly debate in 
response to a statement by 
Lu.xembouig: Foreign Min- 
ister Jacques Poos. 

Mr. Poos said in his 
speech to the General 
Assembly that Luxemburg 
“condemns the recent, 
threatening attacks by the 
government of Saddam 
Hussein against the Kur- 
dish population of northern 
Iraq.” 

Referring to the delay in 
implementation of the oil- 
for-food plan, Mr. Poos 
said it was “inevitable that 
measures were taken in 
reaction to the new offen- 
sive.” 

In response to Mr. Poos* 
statement, Mr. Hassan said 
in rebuttal that there are 
forces “who are delaying 
the implementation of this 
formula for election pur- 
poses.. .and here, we mean 
the United Slates of Ameri- 
ca.*' 

Iraq has been barred from 
exporting oil under sanc- 
tions imposed after it 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 
The oil-for-food plan 


would allow Iraq (0 sell S2 
billion worth of oil for 180 
days in order to buy food 
and medicine. 

Iraqi officials accepted 
the deal last May. The plan 
was on the verge of going 
Into effect when Baghdad 
sent troops into northern 
Iraq on Aug. 3 1 to support 
Kurdish allies against the 
Iranian-bsicked popular 
union of Kurdistan. 

Tlie U.S. Denied Iraqi 
accusations that domestic 
politics w'ere behind its 
decisions on the oil plan. 

■’It’s simply not true,” 
Edward Gnehm, the deputy 
U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations. said 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Gnehm — who bad 
not heard Mr. Hasan’s com- 
ments and was speaking 
generally about such Iraqi 
charges — said the U.S. is 
committed to the oil-for- 
food plan but, “in our view 
the event that has made 
implementation more diffi- 
cult is Iraqi military moves 
into the north.” 

Some European diplo- 
mats and oil analysts have 
said they doubt the plan 
will be impleniemed until 
after the U.S. presidential 
election in November, 

On Wednesday, U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletreau told a 
congressional committee 
that conditions in northern 
Iraq are still too volatile to 
proceed with the oil-for- 
food plan. 

Mr. Pelletreau also said 
there could be "substantial 


delays” in implementation 
but the plan would "get 
back on track fairly quick- 
ly” if the situation in north- 
ern Iraq stabilises. 

On Wednesday, a U.S. 
spokesman contirmed chat 
French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Charette has 
written Mr. Ghali to move 
ahead on the delayed U.N.- 
Iraq oil-for-food deal. 

Nlr. De Charette *s letter 
was not made public. But 
U.N. Spokesman Ahmad 
Fawzi confirmed that it 
called for action on the 
plan. France has been one 
of the leading proponents 
of the oil-for-foc^ plan. 

Mr. Ghali on SepL 1 
delayed deployment of per- 
sonnel needed to imple- 
ment the plan after Iraqi 
mititary forces moved 
against a Kurdish faction in 
northern Iraq. 

The United Nations has 
not given any time frame 
for when the plan may be 
implemented. But diplo- 
mats have said they do not 
believe it will be in place 
before the Nov. 5 U.S. pres- 
idential elections. 

Apart from the deploy- 
ment of personnel, other 
outstanding issues in the oil 
sale are the Americans* 
continuing consideration of 
the method for pricing the 
oil tuid the issuance of a 
required license from the 
U-S. Treasury for the 
French bank that will han- 
dle an escrow account for 
the plan out of its New York 
office. 


Algerian population will reach nearly 
29 million in 1997 — official figures 

Unemployment a major problem 

PARIS (R) — Algeria's civil strife and violence in offici^ly tabled dwelling 


population will swell by 
600.000 this year to reacn 
28.9 million in January 
1997, adding to problems 
of overcrowding and 
unemployment, latest fig- 
ures from the Algerian 
national office of statistics 
show. 

The oil and gas produc- 
ing country's workforce 
was estimated at 
5.3SS.660. representing 19 
per cent of the January 
1996 population of 2S.3 
million, according to the 
figures carried on Thurs- 
day in the .Algerian news- 
paper Liberie. 

Some SO per cent of the 
estimated 2.1 million of 
unemployed were aged 
under 30 years, and just 
over 77 per cent of the job- 
Lss were men. Unemploy- 
mem is seen os one of the 
major jrritant.s fuelling 


civil strife and violence in 
the country over the past 
neorly-five years. 

Underlining changes in 
the fabric of Algerian soci- 
ety. the jobless rate among 
women rose by nearly -WO 
per cent In the past three 
years to reach 478,000 
unemployed in 1995. 

Given the increased 
numbers of women gradu- 
ates in the wake of mas- 
sive state-funded educa- 
tion. more Algerian 
women sought jobs while 
more than rive million of 
them were counted as 
unpaid housewives. 

'Fuming to another factor 
which has contributed to 
Algeria's social crisis, the 
national office of statistics 
^aid nine out of 10 families 
lived in crowded accom- 
modation. 

Forty per cent of Aige- 
ria'.s stock of 3.7 million 


officially tabled dwellings 
were occupied by families 
of up to 10 people, the 
office said. 

The government sees the 
housing crisis, with a 
shortage of more than 2.0 
million units, and the job- 
less problem, as the main 
challenges in the next 
decade. 

It is trying to relaunch 
the economy amid civQ 
strife blamed on Muslim 
guerrillas in which an esti- 
mated 50,000 people have 
died. 

Earlier this month, it said 
140,000 jobs had been cre- 
ated in 

1995 and that gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
grew more than 4.0 per 
cent that year and in the 
first half of 1996. revers- 
ing falls in the previous 
seven years. 
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I^estiflian president Yasser Arafat consoles a Palestinian child at a hospital in Gaza City, after be was injured during clashes 
in the Gaza Strip between Paiesdnian forces and Israeli troops (Renters photo) 

IC J, Amnesty deplore violence, urge 
Israel, Palestinians to adopt dialogue 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At least two interaatioDal organisations have 
raised alarm over dte violence *m Jerusalem and elsewhere 
in the Palestinian tenitories and called for restraint, partic- 
ularly on the part of the Israeli army. 

In statement issued over the weekend, the Geneva-based 
International Commission of Jurists (U2J) and the London- 
based Amnes^ Intemaiiooal condemned the armed battles 
between the Israeli army and Palestinians. 

The ICJ pardcuiariy assailed Israel’s “indiscriminate and 
excessive use of force against Palestinians within the Pales- 
tinian autonommis areas.” 

Amnesty Intemadonai did not outrightly cridcise Israel. 
Instead, it demanded *^at all members of the security 
forces abide by inremational human rights and protect the 
lives of civilians who do not threaten the lives of others.” 

The reference to civilians was an implicit cridcism of the 
Israeli army. Only Ismeli soldiers have died in the gunbat- 
tles while most of the Palestinians killed were civilians. 

Both Amnesty Inremadonal and the ICJ specifically 
referred to Isiael's use of helicopter gunships gainst the 
Palestinians. 

“For far too long the world has tried to ignore the evi- 
dence ofhumanrigbts abuses int die. area, in its search for 
p^^‘,**';Aihnt^'lj1tem^dohQl Piem Sane .^d ‘ui a siaie- 
im:em. a copy iSf-whidi whs senate the ifordan Times! “^s 
lra|tc situation clearly demonstrates that peace can only be 
build by real respect for human rights and that particularly 
in time of armed conflict human rights must not be post- 
poned or neglected,” 

“The right to life and jrfiysical integrity is a basic and fun- 
damenial right.” Amnesty said and quoted the United 
Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms 


by Law Enforcement officials: “The intentional lethal use 
of firearms may only be made when strictly unavoidable in 
order to protect life.” 

The ICJ was more outright in condemning Israel by refer- 
ring to “the illegal use of force by tbe Israeli military 
against the Palestinian civilians...” 

It noted that the September 1995 agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) require 
the Palestinian police and the Israeli military' to exercise 
their powers and responsibilities “with due regard to inter- 
nationally-accepted norms of human behaviour and the rule 
of the law..** 

“The indiscriminate and excessive use of force by the 
Israeli military violates international human rights and 
humanitarian law.** said the ICJ. **FirsL Israeli forces have 
been firing up Palestinian civilians while they were still 
within the Palestinian-controlled areas. Second, the force 
used has been indiscriminate as it has not been directed 
against a specific military objective, nor has it been limit- 
ed. 

“Indiscriminate attacks against civilians are prohibited 
under international laws.” it noted. 

“Tbiid. the use of force hus been disproportionate. Use of 
force is permitied lincTer imemafibnai law only If it is nec- 
•e^saipy and prdporti^'nate<t6 the posed threat.*' tbe oiganisa- 
Uohatidfi'du 

The ICJ called on the Israeli government “to immediate- 
ly respect international law by ordering its forces to desist 
using indiscriminate and excessive force.” 

It also urged the international community **to ensure that 
the government of Israel respect intemaiionaJ law.” and 
appealed to “both parties (Israelis and Palestinians ) to cease 
firing and negotiate an effective conclusion to the confiict.” 


Car-bomb blast in Algeria kills 15, wounds 78 


ALGIERS I AFP) — Sus- 
pected Islamic fiindamen- 
talists detonated a car- 
bomb Friday at a bustling 
market outside Algiers, 
killing 15 people and 
wounding 7S. relatives of 
the victims told AFP. 

Security services previ- 
ously put the mil in the 
town of Boufarik at .seven 
dead and 20 woundnL But 
the relatives, returning from 
the town hospital, gave the 
higher toll. 

ft was the second such 
anack in as many davs and 


the deadliest to hit Algeria 
in weeks. 

Boufarik is a small town 
20 kilometres south of 
Algiers that hosts a popular 
open-air market every Fri- 
day. The bomb went off in 
the marketplace around 
10:00 a.m. (0900 GM'D. 

The town is guarded 
against Islamic fundamen- 
talists by self-defence 
groups that call themselves 
“patriots.” and has been hit 
by several bomb attacks. 

In August of last year, a 
truck-bomb targetting an 


electric plant killed 1 i peo- 
ple. 

The security serv'ices 
blamed Muslim fundamen- 
talist rebels for Friday’s 
explosion. 

On Thursday, a blast (irom 
a booby-trapped ambulance 
killed two people and 
wounded seven in the town 
of Thenio. 50 kilometres 
east of Algiers, hospital 
officials said. 

The rebels carried out a 
series of attacks on public 
targets over the summer, 
killing at least 50 people. 


according to an unofficial 
toll. 

An estimated 50.000 peo- 
ple have died in unrest that 
has swept Algeria since 
January 1992, when the 
militaiy-backed govern- 
ment cancelled elections 
that Islamic fundamental- 
ists were poised to win. 

Only last Saturday Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual 
declared that the security 
situation in Algeria bad 
improved significantly. 


Germany 
says no 
nuclear 
cooperation 
with Iran 

LINITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Germany is not helpiag 
Iranian develop nu^ 
technology but vdU contiimc 
pursuing a "critical dia- 
logue” with the Islamic gov- 
emmenu a German 
spokesman said Ibucsday. 

‘"There is no German 
nuclear cooperation A>ith 
Iranian, not even in the 
civilian sector,” Gemao 
Foreign Minister Martin 
Erdmann told the Associated 
Egress. 

The question of Ger- 
many's economic ties wiifa 
Iranian is one of the isqifs 
dividing tbe Bonn govemu 
ment and the United States.* 
On Wednesday, Assistant 
Secretaiy of State Thomas 
McNamara, head of tbe state 
department's political-mili- 
taiy affairs bureau, said Ger- 
many is unwittingly helping 
Iranian develop nuclear 
bombs. 

Later, a spokesman for Mr. 
McNamara issued a state- 
ment saying chat Mr. McNa- 
mara did not intend to imply 
that there is any civil nuclei 
cooperation l^tween Ger- 
many and Iran. The 
spokesman said Mr. McNa- 
mara was referring to civil 
nuclear cooperation by any 
state with Iran. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel met Wednes- 
day with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Aii Akbar Velayau 
05 port of a series of consui- 
tations during the U.N. Gen-il 
eral Assembly session. 

Following Wednesday's 
meeting with Mr. Velayati. 
German officials told 
reporters tbe two countries 
want to pursue a ‘'critical 
dialogue" despite political 
differences and a controver- 
sy over an on-going rouidef 

case in Berlin. ^ , 

' An Iraoi^^ 'and’ 'fbar | 
l^banese'men are on trial i 
there fot*-‘'th’e September , 
1992 slaying of Iranian Kup* 
dish leader Sadiq SbarafldD-- i 
di and three aides In the 
Mykonos Restaurant. 

Former Iranian President 
Abolhossan Bani-Sadr, wbo 
has lived in exile in France 
since being overthrown 15 
years ago, claims Iranian's 
spiritual leader Ayatollah Ali • 
I^amenei signed the orderJ^ 
to assassinate Sharafkindi. 

Iranian has consistently 
denied any role in die 
killing. But German federal 
prosecutors hav'e issued a 
warrant for Iranian intelli- 
gence chief Aii Faliahiyan 
on charges he ordered tbe 
slayings. 

Iran has threatened to take 
Germany to court for 
allegedly helping Iraq devel- 
op chemical weapons in tbe 
1980s if the Berlin court 
finds tbe Tehran government 
was involved in tbe 
Mykonos killings. 


JORDAN TELE\TSION 
TcL 773U1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Canoon — McKmiin 

15:30 Foocbull Match 

IT.'OO News Flash 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17il5 .La Vie Devain Mm 

17:30 Goinc Show — Les Bons 
Genies 

18:00 Police dcs Police.s 

!9rfH) ie Journal 

19:15 Macdzine — Faui Pa.s 
Rever 

19:30 Neu.s Headlines 

19 JS Comedy — Baker's Field 

20:00 .'The .Mbum Show 

20:45 Drama — Miami Vice 

21^ Prism 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
23:15 Feature Film "The Ultimate 
Re\-engc” 

PRA\*ER TIMES 

04:06 Fajr 

05:23 1 Sunrise) Duha 

11:27 Dhuhr 

14:52 ‘Asr 

17:30 Maghreb 

18:47. -Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Maiy of Nazareth (llhurch 
Sn’dlitdi. Tel. 810740 
.Assemblies Of God Church Tel. 
63278.S. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 6245‘Mi 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. b37440. 

De la SaDe Church Tcl. 66I6.*>6. 
Terr^ancla Church Tcl. 

622366 

Churdi of the Annunciation 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 623f«41 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
AmiMiian CathoUc Church 
Tcl. 771331. 

.Anneoian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman Imemationa] Omrch 
Tel. S271 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Churdi 
Tel. 82432S. 

Gennan-spealang Evang^icil 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
054932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The E^ungdicaJ Local Church 

in .Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

BiiUi'Wj supplhui hy rke Depart- 
ment Meh'ortdcsy. 

Moderate weather conditioas will 
prevail with temperatures around 
average and winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
< 1 .* active and seas calm. 
Min.Mlux. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba it/35 

Dcsens 17/35 

Jordan Valley 23/35 

'^'esieitiny's high temperatures: 


Amman 34. Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings; Ammon 24 per cent, 
Aqaba 50 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY' 

AM1V1AN: 

Dr, Jihad Sammour __76S0I8 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideh ....7360 1 1 

Dr.6aalAlSayykl .890280 

Dc Hisbani Kan 'an 790286 

Fu% pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows phannac}- — 778336 

A1 .Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

.Al Salam pharmacy ....J536730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisanj pharmacy ....637660 

Nsjib lAannacv 847632 

IRBID: 

DnAhnid Qana. 2814S4 

A] Quds phannac}' I— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

KhaliTeh pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Ciril DeTcnce Department 

.661111 

Q>il Defence Inuncdialc Rescue 

63U.W1 

Civil Defence Emergency ... 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 621 1 1 1. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 


Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police .843402 

TT^c Potice .896390 

Pul^ Security Departmem 

- .630321 

Hold Complaints ...6Q5S00 

Price Complaints .661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Munidpality Com- 

iriaints .7871 1 1 

Tdephone Informatioo (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 4)10230 

Central Amman Iblepbooe 

Reparis .623101 

Abdali Telepbone Repairs 

__661101 

Jordan Tdevidoa 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .... 7741 1 1 

W'ater .Authority' 680100 

Jordan Electricity AuthoriQ' 

.........815615 

Electric Power Companv 

636381 

RJ Fli^t Information 08- 
53200 

Queo) Alia IntL .Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AM^UN: 

Hussein Medica 

Cetr. - 8I381.V32 

Khaiidi Maternity, J. Amn 

.644381* 

.Akileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

- - .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

M^as, J. Amman .......636140 


Palestine. Shmeisani 

......607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

Univer^ Hospital S45845 

AJ-MuasIter HcspitaI..667227/9 
The Islanuc, Abdali 666 J 26/?7 

Al-AhlL AbdaU 661164/6 

Italian. A)-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Basliir. J. Ashrafieh 

_7751II/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/IS 

Queen Alia Hoq)ltal 602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Urn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
■AJ Hikam Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBIP; 

Prinoss Bosnia Ho^ilal 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Ho^tal 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hosphnl 

(021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

-(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This inforrmoon is supplied by 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) inrormaejon 
departmem at the Queen Alia 
International .Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obiaiined on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Ripyal Jordanian (RJ I FDghts 
06:30 Kuaia Lumpur. Singapore. 
Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

07:00 X)ama.scus (RJi 

09:20 Beirut (RJ I 

09:30 J4ew Delhi (RJ) 

09:30 Karachi. Dubai <RJ) 

lOKK)- Abu Dhabi. Doha iRJ) 

10:00 Colombo (RJ) 

10:00 - Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

14;4.SNewYork.An)s(enlun( RT) 


16:20... 
18:15 

Cairo (Rj) 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

18:40.... 


01:50 


(U:xn 


Other Fl^ts 

12>» 

Altiscat, DohaiGFi 

13:00 



18:35.-. 



19*,50 

20:10 

...Dsunascus. Parts f AFj 

20:15 .... 


21:00 .... 


2ld5-.. 
22:55 .... 

— JjKiaca 

IjMKlon (KJ) 


02dH) Kuwait iKL) 


05:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wii^s iRW*) Flight^; 

08:50 Aqaba (QALA — proceeds 
to Marka airport at 10:00 a.ni ) 
(R\V) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) F ligh tc 

05:35 Beirut (RJ) 

07:30 .Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

I0t35 Aqaba. Paris (RJ) 

*1’00 Vienna (RJ) 

1 1 :30 .AmsienJant New Ybrit i Rjj 

l-^'OO Gerteva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:1? Brassel.s. Ams(erdam (RJ) 
Cairo (RJ) 

^■^0 Lamaca (RJ) 

^riO Riyadh. Dhahran (Rjj 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:20 Ahi Dhabi DutuitRf) 

Other nights 

“*“ -Athens COA) 

RomeiAZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

*^**^ AtuDhott. Bthai (QF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

}!*?! Menna(OS) 

Z'tl Kuwait (KL) 

Lamaca ((^") 

-Pans. Damascus fAF) 



nV-S AmstenJamvKL) 

Rome(AZ) 

Undon(KJ-) 

Tel Aviv aV) 


Royal V^lngs (RW) Hi^l5 

10:00 d\^«W) 

HUAZRAnmv 

TRAIN 

Dep. Ajnman 8:00 aju. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5ri)0 p-m. evciy 
Monday . ' 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 am every 
Sunday 

Ait. A mman 5;Q0 pjn. ev^ 
Sunday . I 


Upper^ower price in JUsperleg. 

Apple „70aS(» 

Banana...... _j$6(Vli00 

Banana (mukharamar) -520iS28 

Banana timported) .76Q/SII0 

Cabbage 12Q7D 

Carrot J80fl40 

Cauliflower. J80^ 

Cucumber flaige) 1501^ 

Cucumber (small) ^.^260fiS^ 

Eggplant..- -..„.,.„J40il50 

Garlic ......TOOMSO 

Grapes .,1.5301350 

Guava. -.-7WCW 

Lemon J-35IM250 

Marrow (laiy). 200450 

Marrow (small) «Q/220 

Mulukhiah 16070 

Onion (dry) J5Of70 

Okra lAs n/700 

Pfea. 62|M 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) ! 

Plum 

Pomegranate J80^ 

Pbiaio 

Spinach 

Suing Bean 70WOO 

Sweet melon 

Tomato 







I no ' 
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Home News 

Ministers of social development 
focus on women’s issues 


Jordan TimeS/ Saturday, September 28, 1996 


!\ ‘• 


M ' 


AMMAN iPetra) — Min- 
isters of Social Develop- 
ment in Arab countries 
today will open a two-day 
meeting in Amman to dis- 
cuss measures to be taken 
in the course of impele- 
menting resolutions 
passed by the World Con- 
ference on Women held in 
Beijing last year. 

The meeting, which is 
held under the patronage 
of HRH Princess Basma. 
is expected to formulate a 
unified Arab programme 
along with its implemen- 
tation mech^sm, accord- 
iiig to a statement Friday. 

. On the meeting's agenda 
’ is a draft document which 
outlines future short and 
medium-term plans in 


promoting the status of 
women, the statement 
said. 

The document, which 
was prepared by a group 
working under the aus- 
pices of the Arab League 
and focuses in particular 
on various regional and 
international develop- 
ments of the past four 
decades and their impact 
on Arab women, gives 
special attention to issues 
of poverty and living 
standards of the Arab fam- 

The smiement said that 
the ministers wiU examine 
a programme to ensure the 
implementation of the 
Beijing conference’s reso- 
lutions, as well as ideas 


for facilitating Arab coun- 
tries' Struggle with pover- 
ty and involvement of 
women in the public 
arena. 

Specialists last week 
ended a three-day meeting 
directed toward final 
touches to the document, 

while preparing a plan for 
the promotion of women's 
status effective up to 
2005. 

They also reviewed a 
report on managing Arab 
family affairs as well as 
individual national reports 
from the Arab delegates 
who discerned their coun- 
try's readiness to respond 
to the resolutions of the 
Beijing Conference. 


A1 al Bayt University proposes 
chair for Malaysian studies 


By Cfaristina Schlegl 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — President of 
Al al Bayt University 
Adnan Baldiit proposed 
the implementation of a 
chair for Malaysian stud- 
ies as further implemen- 
tation of cooperation 
between the two coun- 
^ tries. 

The proposal came to 
light during a recent meet- 
ing with Charge d’Af- 
faues of the Malaysian 
Embassy Ramli Naam, 
Mr. Bakhit told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

More than 400 
Malaysian students cur- 
rently attend, Al al Bayt 
tTnivefsity ^.'frora a tot^' 
of 2,100 Malaysian stu- 
dents currently enrolled at 
the Kingdom's 

universities. 

This collaboration 
between the two nations 
started two years ago in an 
audience with M^aysia's 
Prime Minister Mohater 
Mohammad, in Kuala 
Lumpur, to discuss the 
videa of establish a chair 
for Malaysian studies 
which would include the 
Malaysian langu^e, the 
history of the region, eco- 
nomics and regional 
organisation of the 
ASEAN (Association of 
South East Asian Nations) 
countries. Dr. Bakhit 


explained. 

Asked about what 
prompted such a step, he 
stated that Malaysia is an 
example of great achieve- 
ment in the field of eco- 
nomic and democratic 
development as well as 
human rights. 

“We feel that Malaysia 
is a promising country, 
deserving of [such] a 
chair," Dr. Bakhit said. 

Last March Al al Bayt 
University and the Bahan 
State Foundation signed a 
“memorandum of under- 
standing" stipulating edu- 
cational cooperation 
between the two parties. 

This comes in addition 
to the current “twinnidg 
programme" between Al 
al Bayt University and its 
Malaysian counterpart 
Pahang University, which 
foresees a student 
exchange whereby Jorda- 
nians study for two years 
in Malaysia and continue 
the education in Jordan 
for another two years, 
while the Malaysian 
scholars follow a four- 
year programme at Al al 
Bayt University. 

£)r. Bakhit Wednesday 
received a delegation of 
businessmen from Johur 
University. The two sides 
discussed to what extent 
they find the proposed 
programme satisfactory in 
meeting certain requisites. 

THie University of Jor- 


dan. in cooperation with 
Malaysian students 

enrolled therein, organ- 
ised a “week of brotiier- 
hood,’' which, according 
to the president is an aca- 
demic tradition to intro- 
duce the new students to 
the university's facilities 
and familiarise them with 
the health insurance sys- 
tem as well as informing 
them of certain aspects of 
local historical interest. 

This cultural week 
ended last Thursday. 

Mr. Naam Thursday 
stated that Dr. Bakhit's 
proposal has been handed 
over to the Malaysian 
Govemmem in . ^ala 
Lumpur for a finals deci- 
sion. 

The Government will 
check the feasibility of the 
project, he said but could 
not stale when the final 
determination will be 
made. 

During their recent 
meeting the two men dis- 
cussed the current situa- 
tion of Malaysian stu- 
dents, their progress and 
how to better improve 
bilateral cooperation. 

“Our relations with 
Malaysia have always 
been open and fruitful," 
Dr. Bal^t concluded. 



* Works by Mohammad AJ Jaloos #Bcdadnah A]^ 

Gallery, Gardens St^<TeL6875SWV.im^ Oct i • v 3 , , 

* Works bv Shereen Odeb at the jo^an l^asdc Art Ajss^atilic^.^]^ Weib^ 

ddi (Tel. d23297), until Oct. 1- ■ v > - n-'!:-' ■■ ' " ^ - 

* Basketry exhii^on {with a var^ of 

j basketry) at Jordan De^gn and Tr^ Centre, " ^mewanf (XeS. 6^41]!:^, 

I until Oct. 10. K ■ . • . •’ -i > 


» • • 


♦ -Summw W’ esdubidoii at Darait Ai Fniutfi ijrfwl 

ceramic scupltnres by Vera Ihimhari, photograpl^ oU^daira 

Aramar Khammash, works by contmpf^rf eaftibt- 

tion, and others), mrtil Oct- 8. 


King: Talk of change of 
government is baseless 

(Continued from page 1) 


>,who was accompanied on 
visit by His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah. 
Prime Minister .Abdul 
Karim Kabariri, Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kba- 
sawneh and other offi- 
cials. 

Following his meeting m 


Doha with the emir of 
Qatar. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
KhaJifeh Al Thani. the King 
told reporters: ‘T am deeply 
satisfied with the meeting 
and pleased with the ouc- 
tome of the talks with ray 
brothers with whom we 
have a common objective 


have discussed 
issues of common concern 
to the Arab countries , the 
developments in the region 
and bilateral ties and 1 
believe our views were 
identical on these maners," 
be added. 


Jordanians condemn Israel’s 
‘criminal actions’ in Palestinian areas 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordani- 
ans Friday condemned 
Israel’s "criminal actions" 
in occupied Jerusalem and 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas and held the Jewish 
state fully responsible for 
the flare-up of violence 
over the last three days. 

The Jerusalem Societies 
group in Amman described 
Israel's opening of a new 
entrance to an archaeologi- 
cal tunnel under Al Aqsa 
Mosque a “criminal action 
against Islam" and called 
on the intemaiional com- 
munity to step in and end 
such atrocities. 

'The opening of the tun- 
nel is a crime committed 
against the Muslim people 
and a move aimed at shak- 
ing the holy shrine’s foun- 
dations; it constitutes fla- 
grant defiance of condem- 
nations which Israel is used 
to hearing from the Arabs 
regarding its illegal prac- 
tices," the statement issued 
from the 15-member group 
said. 

“We warn the world that 


Ministers 
of Awqaf 
join forces 
for Islamic 


cause 


AMMAN (Petra) — Thff 
executive., council of die 
Ministers df ' Awqaf ' of ' 
Arab and Islamic Coun-' 
tries Friday concluded a 
meeting in Anoman and 
issued a statement pledg- 
ing joint action to d^ 
with the current chal- 
lenges facing the Islamic 
world, while condemning 
recent Israeli moves at 
holy sites in Arab 
Jerusalem. 

The council, which 
groups representatives of 
nine Islamic countries, 
said that their nations will 
pursue efforts to dissemi- 
nate Islam and said that 
their respective ministries 
will mobilise to highlight 
the Islamic cause. 

In the statement, the 
council urged Moslem 
nations to find ways to 
serve the Islamic society 
at large throu^ bumani- 
tariau, health, educational 
and social programmes. 

The council also urged 
the various participating 
countries to confront hos- 
tile campaigns which aim 
at distorting the image of 
Islam as well as coordi- 
nating efforts at the 
international level. 

“The council, while 
condemning Israeli 
actions at Al Aqsa 
Mosque and the Israeli 
excavations under the 
holy shrine, urges all 
Arab, Islamic and world 
organisations to exert sub- 
stantive efforts to help 
protect these holy sites," 
said the statement: . 

“Ongoing Israeli mea- 
sures aimed at Judaising 
the Arab city and chang- 
ing its Arab and Islamic 
character therefore deem 
incumbent on Arab and 
Islamic countries and 
organisations to wage a 
global campaign to foil 
such motivations" the 
statement added. 

Furthemiore, the coun- 
cil's statement urged 
Islamic nations to 
exchange expertise and 
step up coop^tion in tiie 
course of protecting 
Islamic cultural heritage 
and treasuFes' and to give 
due attention to zakat 
(charity). 

On the executive coun- 
cil are delegates repre- 
senting Jordan. Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Morocco, Iraq, Pakistan. 
Indonesia, and Gambia . 


the city of peace is exposed 
to a Zionist onslaught in the 
form of excavations and 
demolitions aimed at 
destroying peace and eras- 
ing the Arab and Islamic 
character in the holy city." 
continued the statement. 

The group noted that “the 
opening of the tunnel under 
the holy shrine m anife st 
Israeli malintent and consti- 
tutes part of Israel's drive to 
demolish the Islamic site 
and build a Jewish temple 
in its stead." 

“Seldom a day passes by 
without Israeli attempts at 
violating the legitimate 
rights of the Arabs and 
Muslims in defiance of the 
Arab and Islamic nations," 
continued the statement, 
adding that, “the Israelis are 
pursuing efforts to Judaise 
Jerusalem, uproot its Arab 
population and erase the 
Arab and Islamic presence 
from Che city in total disre- 
gard of international law." 

The organisation further 
stated that “the Arab Soci- 
eties of Jerusalem demand 


that the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority and Arab and 
Muslim nations support our 
people in Jerusalem by 
deed rather than mere state- 
ments of anger and con- 
demnation and halt all 
processes aimed at normal- 
isation [of ties] with Israel 
and peace which is not 
founded on justice and foil 
restoration of Arab rights.” 

Tlie Israeli practices vis- 
a-vis Al Aqsa Mosque was 
protested by Jordanian 
women groups who staged 
a sit-in at UN offices in 
Amman Friday. 

The protesters expressed 
their support for the intifada 
in a memorandum, present- 
ed to the UN, in which they 
demanded intervention to 
stop Israeli measures. 

The women's groups 
insisted that Arab states 
reconsider the peace 
process with Israel, halt 
negotiations, sever ties, and 
end all forms of norm^sa- 
tioD wi± the Jewish state 

These groups announced 
that they will hold a sit-in 


Sunday afternoon at the 
offices of the International 
bommirtee of the Red 
Cross in Amman to demon- 
strate their disapproval of 
the Israeli manoeuvres. 

Meanwhile, two political 
parties, the Jordan Democ- 
ratic Popular Unity Party' 
and the Jordan Arab Al 
Ansar Party Friday issued 
statements condemning the 
Israeli moves and sussing 
that the renewed intifada in 
Palestine came as a natural 
response to Israeli defiance 
and iis disregard for the 
sentiments of Arab and 
Muslim population. 

‘The Israelis are proceed- 
ing with steps to Judaise the 
Arab city of Jeni.sa]em and 
they are attempting to 
demolish Al Aqsa Mosque 
in order to achieve their 
objectives." the statements 
read. 

The Jordan Democratic 
Popular Unity Party 
demanded that the govern- 
ment close its Tel .Aviv 
embassy and urged other 
Arab nations to stop all 


forms of contact aimed at 
normalisation with the Jew- 
ish state. 

At the same time the 10 
opposition political ponies 
Friday issued a statement 
describing event.-; in Pales- 
tine as a fresh intifada 
involving the whole Pales- 
tinian population and aimed 
at ending the unjust Oslo 
accords. 

The opposition partie.s 
demanded the following: 
continued support for the 
Palestinian people's strug- 
gle. the Jordanian govern- 
ment's recall of iis'ambu.s- 
sador to Israel, the dispatch 
of the Israeli ambassador, 
and the abrogation of the 
Jordan-Jsrael peace treaty 
along with oil forms of nor- 
malisation with the [Jewish 
state]. 

They also called for Arab 
governments to end all 
forms of normalisation with 
Israel and that the Jordan- 
ian government end its 
"detent* '•n and torture of 
suppo' of the Palestin- 
iar . *s struggle.'* 


Experts debate impact of WTO 
membership on country’s economy 


By Gbalia .41ul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Experts and 
officials from the World 
Trade Oiganisation 
(WTO) and the United 
Nations Conference for 
Tfade and Development 
(UNCIAD),, the pri- 
vate s^tor Thursday thor- 
oughly discussed the ben- 
efits, responsibilities and 
challenges facing Jordan 
as it proceeds with talks to 
join the WTO at die 
Amman CThamber of 
Industry. 

In an address to the 
meeting, chairman of the 
Chamber of Industry 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
pointed out that the King- 
dom has certain concerns 
and priorities which wants 
to see addressed as it 
negotiates joining the 
WTO. 

He said in a speech 
delivered on his behalf by 
his deputy Othman Bdair 
that the coun^ needs to 
ensure that its growing 
industry is protected from 
setbaclu and is not 
deprived of ^jpropriate 
protection. Many industri- 
alists have said that open- 
ing the Jordanian market 
to foreign products and 
lifting the protection 
offered to the country's 
industry as required by the 
WTO could have damag- 
ing repercussions on the 


Kingdom's Industrial 
base. 

He stressed the impor- 
tance of maintaining the 
flow of investment in 
industry and attracting 
foreim capital as well as 
avoiding stresses of unem- 
ployment by providing 
more employment oppor- 
tunities m the industrial, 
sector.' ■ 

Increasing production 
for local consumption and 
exports to Arab markets as 
well as attracting joint 
ventures as means of 
reducing the burden of 
payments of imports are 
also major prioriaes of the 
Jordanian industry, Mr. 
Atu Hassan said in his 
speech. 

He concluded by saying 
that Jordan is “still strug- 
gling hard to cope with 
economic reform and 
restructuring, resulting in 
an increase in prices 
including electricity, 
water" and other basic 
commodities and services. 

WTO officials said that 
when Jordan joins the 
WTO it will have access 
to various aspects of eco- 
nomic protection. Howev- 
er, Jor^ would have to 
accept and adjust to legis- 
lation and agreements 
witiun the WTO without 
having the ability to influ- 
ence mem, experts said. 


The purpose of this 
adjustment is to ensure 
that the trade regime of 
the country is consistent 
with that of the WTO, the 
participants at the debate 
said. 

They further explained 
that when a counoy joins 
the WTO it has to 
cohtie^ions just like all 
other members who have 
joined within the past 50 
years. 

During the meeting, 
industrialists discussed 
the implications for the' 
countty's industries of 
bringing down trade barri- 
ers and the challenges of 
competing with 

international industries. 

WTO officials said that 
Che world organisation 
will allow a gradual lifting 
of customs fees so as to 
give the local industries 
die chance to develop to 
competitive levels. 

Mr. Bdair said that when 
Jordan joins the WTO the 
implications and the 
changes will be “great.” 
Therefore, he added. Jor- 
dan should change its way 
of doing business to com- 
pete widi other countries. 

“We have a small market 
of 4 million people. When 
we join, we will have a 
market of hundreds and 
millions of people. So 
there are many benefits to 


be obtained from the 
WTO," Mr. Bdair added. 

Experts agreed that Jor- 
dan will be better off con- 
cluding the partnership 
agreement with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) before 
entering the WTO because 
chat will give it the oppor- 
tunity- to •hoUj: bilateral 
negotiations with its nat- 
ure trade paimers. and 
save it the efforts of nego- 
tiating with the £U within 
the WTO. 

They said that paimer- 
ship with the £U will 
facilitate the accession to 
the WTO. 

Chief of technical coop- 
eration at UNCTAD Stud 
Guehria proposed that the 
country forms a national 
task force to assist the 
national committee in its 
negotiations with WTO. 
He said the task force 
should evaluate the impli- 
cations of the agreement 
for the Kingdom's econo- 
my and provide the nego- 
tiators with the necessary 
information. 

“The problem is the lack 
of necessary information. 
This task forces should 
gather information and 
dessimilate it," said Mr. 
Guehria, who expressed 
UNCTAD’s readiness to 
help the task force. 


Jordan goes Hollywood 


By Christina Schl^ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan goes to Holly- 
wood and vice-versa with the 
shooting of “Sinbad - the Battle of 
the Dark Knights." the first movie 
to be entirely filmed in the King- 
dom. 

This is hoped to expose the coun- 
ty’s most popular tourist attrac- 
tions to a worldwide audience, Vin- 
cent Anthony, executive producer 
of FM Entertainment Production 
Company told the Jordan Tunes 
Thursday. 

‘Two months ^o," Mr. Anthony 
said." I visited Jordan with Alan 
Mehraz, the movie's director and 
writer, and Frank Stallone, brother 
of the action movie hero Sylvester 
Stallone. We met with sever^ txisi- 
ness people to discuss the project 
and round that the location would 
completely fulfil our needs and 
meet our requirements. We found 
Jordan is a great country!” 

He said the movie is aimed to cor- 
rect the negative image of the Mid- 
dle East in many American's 
minds. 

The story is that of Sindbad, who 


rids his country of invaders, saves 
the day and marries his sweetheart. 

The film will expose the country’s 
major tourist attractions, like Petra. 
Jei^, Wadi Rum, and the castles 
of Ajlun and Kerak, and thus build 
tounsm in Jordan, Mr. Anthony 
commenced. 

Besides the exposure of those 
attractions, the project is also of 
economic advantage for the coun- 
tiy. as many Jordanian business 
professionals are involved therein. 

“Everything we need at the set 
and above, excluding cameras and 
relevant equipment is provided by 
Jordanian companies.” Mr. Antho- 
n^tated. 

The crew consists of equal num- 
bers of Americans, Britons, Israelis 
and Jordanians. 

AH the outdoor shooting is done 
within the country, mass scenes in 
the movie include sometimes more 
than a 1,000 actors at a time. 

“The Minisdy of Tourism is total- 
ly backing the production with the 
provision of technical assistance 
and consultation at the sites, and it 
is furnishing us with the necessary 
permits to shoot at ancient sites," 
Kir. Anthony said. 


“Everybody has been incredibly 
helpful so far." he added 

Tlie motion picture will portray 
the Arab World in a very positive 
manner, Mr. Anthony stressed, not 
in form of a fairy tale but as a fam- 
ily-value story. 

“This is not a fairy tale, it is a 
pOTod piece. An adventure movie 
with a touch of fantasy," he added. 

The film, which is scheduled to be 
released in spring 1997, stars 
Richard Greco as Sinbad. 

Mr. Greco is well-known from the 
U.S. television series “21 Jump 
Street", where he replaced teen idol 
Johnny Depp. 

Sinbad’s romantic interest will be 
played by Lisa Russel, the 1990's 
'Revlon face'. 

The movie also stars 74-year-oId 
movie star Mickey Rooney as a 
wizard. Mr. Rooney arrived in Jor- 
dan yesterday. 

The American production compa- 
ny which is in cnaige of this aver- 
age budget movie that means a 
budget within the range of $2 - $ 90 
million — produced films like 
“Cyborg,” with Jean Claude Van 
Damme. 







4 World News 

NATO takes ‘parallel tracks’ 
on Russia, Eastern Europe 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 28, 19^6 


BERGEN. Norway (AFP) 
— NATO will work on 
“parallel tracks,” preparing 
Eastern European countries 
for NATO membership 
while trying to overcome 
Russian suspicions through 
concrete cooperation. U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry said Friday. 

Russia's concerns about 
NATO plans to expand east- 
ward were at the forefront 
of an unprecedented meet- 
ing here Thursday between 
Ru.ssia*s new Defence Mi- 
nister Igor Rodionov and 
NATO's 16 defence minis- 
ters. 

But a potentially danger- 
ous break with Moscow 
over enlargement appears to 
have been averted by the 
NATO defence chiefs, who 
at the same time set the 
alliance's course on a future 
role in Bosnia and dealt 
with Europe's role in NATO 
command structures. 

Mr. Rodionov made it 
clear that Russia was inter- 
ested in continuing coopera- 
tion with the Nor^ Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) in Bosnia OiSL other 
areas regardless of NATO 
expan.sion. 

“We are working on paral- 
lel tracks," swd Mr. Perry. 
“We do not believe we can 
stop building the security of 


Europe with the Eastern and 
Central European nations 
while Russia becomes con- 
vinced that NATO is a posi- 
tive and not a negative fea- 
ture in the Aiaire." 

“We are hoping these par- 
allel paths will converge 
sometime in the future. But 
there is no guarantee of 
that.” he said. “The stakes 
are very high though, and so 
everyone involved has the 
incentive to work very hard 
at this.” 

Russian concern not just 
about NATO enl^ement 
but NATO itself, its enemy 
through decades of cold 
war. was genuine, and it 
will take concrete mUitary- 
to-military cooperation in 
places like Bosnia to prove 
to them NATO is not a 
threat, Mr. Perry said. 

‘They have to see it with 
their own eyes.” he said at a 
news conference here with 
Norwegian journalists. 

NATO will accept new 
members at a summit next 
year, but Mr. Perry con- 
firmed that the three former 
Soviet republics — Estonia. 
Latvia and Lithuania — 
were “not yet” ready for 
NATO membership, putting 
off into future a major bone 
of contention with the 
Russians. 

U.S. proposals for broad 


Russian participation in 
NATO activities will be laid 
out during a visit to Mos- 
cow by Mr. Perry next 
month and a teciprocal visit 
to Washington in December 
by Rodionov. 

Mr. Rodionov smd Russia 
wanted to take part in a pos- 
sible follow-on mission in 
Bosnia alter the mission of 
the current Peace Imple- 
mentation Force (IFOR) 
ends, and it was ready to 
begin consultations imme- 
diately with NATO. 

U.S. officials also said 
Russia was interested in 
contiDuing miliiary-to-miJi- 
tary cooperation. 

The United States are 
proposing that Russian mil- 
itary Liaisons with NATO be 
made permanent, that Rus- 
sia be involved in contin- 
gency planning through 
combined joint tasks forces, 
that a mechanism for man- 
aging crisis be created, and 
that regular meetings be 
scheduled at the ministerial, 
ambassadorial and lower 
levels. 

There is currently a Rus- 
sian three-star general and 
his staff at NAip military 
headquarters in Mons, Bel- 
gium, but Washington has 
proposed that there be 
NATO offices in Moscow 
and a Russian office in 


NATO that would have a 
voice in alliance delibera- 
tions, but not a vote. 

Washington also hopes to 
involve Russia in larger 
bilateral and Partnership 
For Peace military exercis- 
es. 

Meanwhile, NATO took 
the Hrst significant steps 
during this meeting to add- 
ress the problem of keeping 
the peace in Bosnia-Her- 
cegov'ma after IFOR with- 
draws. 

NATO's military was 
tasked to draw up detailed 
contingency plans for four 
possible scenarios: ^thdra- 
wal, an over-tiie-horizoo 
force to deter war, a scaled- 
down ground force to sus- 
tain the peace, and keeping 
the current 50.000-strong 
force in place. 

A dispute between France 
and the United States over 
who should command 
NATO's Southern European 
Command — an American 
or a European — raised the 
risk that France would put 
its integration into NATO 
military structure on hold. 

Failure to resolve the 
issue will mean NATO 
would fall short of the goal 
of restoring France as a full 
psracipant in the alliance's 
milita^ structure by the 
alliance summit next year. 



Nicu Ceausescu. hard-drinking playboy son of former 
Romania's executed Communist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu, shown here during his trial over charges 
linked to ordering the repression of protests during the 
December 1989 revolt, ^ed in hospital in Vienna on 
Sept. 26, succumbing to internal bleeding from acute 
liver disease (Reuter photo) 

Playboy Ceausescu 
son dies in Vienna 


VIENNA (R) — Nicu 
Ceausescu. hard-drinking 
playboy son of Romania's 
executed Communist dicta- 
tor Nicolae Ceau.sescu. has 
died in ho.spital in Vienna, 
succumbing to internal 
bleeding from acute liver 
disease. 

Nicu. 45, flown to Vienna 
from Bucharest on Sept. IS, 
died in the early morning 
■’from bleeding of the oeso- 
phagus as a result of liver 
cirrhosis and viral inflam- 
mation of the liver." Vienna 
General Hospital said in a 
siaiemeni. 

A womaniser and gambler 
who squandered vast sums 
at gaming tables across the 
world. Nicu wa.s being 
groomed as his father's suc- 
cessor before ti violent rev- 
olution toppled ilic Stalinist 
dictator in December 1989. 

Nicolae Ceausescu and 
his wife, Elena, were shot 
by firing squad on 
Chrisima.s Day. ending their 
ruthless 24-year rule. 

Doctors in Vienna per- 
formed surgery last Friday 
to staunch bleeding from 
vdln.s detached from his 
oe.sophagus. But the state- 
ment said (hat aher bleed- 
ing resumed his body went 
into shock and he died. 

Vienna physicians said 
Nicu had not been in need 
of a liver transplant as the 
organ hud been functioning 
adequately. 

Romanian doctors had 
lucked the medical and sur- 


gical equipment to treat his 
condition. 

Nicu, youngest of the 
three Ceausescu children 
and as heir apparent dubbed 
“the princeling." indulged 
his appetite for exces-^ 
involving women, drink 
and wild parties at his smart 
villa in central Bucharest. 

A reluctant member of his 
circle was Olympic gym- 
nast Nadia Comaneci. 

His playboy lifestyle — 
against a background of 
cruel poverty and shortages 
of foc>d and other basics for 
most Romanians — sym- 
bolised the corruption of his 
father's rule. 

E)espi[e his past reputa- 
tion, first reactions in 
Romania were sympathetic. 
State media remained silent 
but private broadcasters 
across Romania announced 
his death. 

‘This is sad news, al- 
though it was expected gi- 
ven his grave illness," said 
Sibiu pensioner Elisabetha 
Antim. “May God rest his 
soul, which was unjustly 
tormented.” 

Austrian current affairs 
magazine News said Nicu's 
friends had been paying for 
his treatment in Vienna, 
reporting that up to 400,000 
schillings (S37.000) had 
been deposited with the 
Austrian embassy in 
Buchare.st. 


South Africa to probe 
Palme murder allegation 

PRETORIA (R) — South Africa will conduct a full inves- 
tigation of cb^es that an apartheid police spy was behind 
the assassination 10 years ago of Swedish Mme Minister 
Olof P^me. a state lawyer said Friday. 

Antoinette De Ja^r, a member of Ae attorney-general's 
staff, was responding to coun testimony Thu^ay by 
Eugene De Kock. fonner bead of a now disbanded police 
hit squad. 

“All claims made by Mr. De Kock will be thoroughly 
investigated, but 1 do not want to discuss the details of his 
allegations." Mr. De Jager said in a telephone interview. . 

Mr. De kOck said in coun he bad volunteered information 
on variou s apartheid-era crimes to Mr. De Jager. including 
the involvement of former spy Craig Williamson in 
Palme's 1936 murder. 

Mr. Williamson, one of the white minority government's 
most effective agents during the 1970s and 1980s. has 
admitted to carrying out ^mbings and other actions 
against anti-apartheid activists. 

He is report^ to be in Angola and has made no comment 
on the statements by Mr. De Kock. who mati& the remarks 
in court in a plea for a lenient sentence after being convict- 
ed of six murders and a series of other crimes. 

Prosecutor Anton Ackermano quizzed Mr. De Kock 
about the Palme murder Friday, asking turn if he was 
repeating hearsay reports. 

“I have first-hand infonnation.'' Mr. De Kock replied. He 
said he had first learned of Mr. Williamson's role in the 
killing in 1992 or 1993. 

Mr. De Kock denied making the revelation in an attempt 
to manipulate the press or divert attention from his own 
criminal activities. 

Mr. Ackermann asked him if he had any information 
about the assassination of U.S. President Johm F. Kennedy. 
“No, I was too young at the time,” Mr. De Kock replied. 

A spokesman for the Swedish embassy in South Africa 
said Mr. De Kock's testimony had b^n passed on to 
Stockholm. 

Detectives there said Thursday the testimony could pro- 
vide a fresh lead in the still unsolved murder 
“A part of the Mr. De Kock information is new. I do not 
want to say w'hat is new to us and what is not," Lars 
Jonsson. deputy of the police investigation, told the nation- 
al news agency (TT). 

Mr. Palme was an enthusiastic supporter of the African 
National Congress (ANC). a banned liberation movement 
until 1990, and a staunch opponent of apartheid. 

The ANC under Nelson Mandela won South Africa’s first 
all-race election in 1994. Since then members of the former 
secret police have testified in various court cases of 
apartheid-era dirty cricks against opponents or critics of the 
white minority government 


Germany’s upper house 
decides to move to Berlin 


BONN. Germany (AP) — 
The upper house of Germa- 
ny's parliament decided 
Friday to join the lower 
house in its move back to 
Berlin — Germany's once 
and future capital — by the 
year 2000. 

In a historic vote in 1991, 
parliament's lower house, 
called the Bundestag, de- 
cided that it and the Lion's 
share of the federal govern- 
ment will return to Berlin. 
The impetus was Germa- 
ny's reunification one year 
earlier, ending four decades 
of division that resulted 
from World War U. 

But the Bundesrat. the up- 
per house, decided in 1991 
it would remain in Bonn. 

During the past few 
months, however, senti- 
ments have been growing 
that Berlin can't be a com- 
plete capital without both 
parliamentary chambers. 

Yielding to history's tug. 
the Bundesrat voted' Friday 
to accompany the Bundes- 


tag to Berlin. Thirteen Ger- 
man states approved the 
proposal while only three 
opposed it. 

Government ministries 
are to begin returning to 
Berlin in 1998. 

The Bundestag is moving 
into the Reichstag, which is 
a famed symbol of Germa- 
ny's ill-fated Weimar era 
democracy and was torched 
after the Nazis came to 
power. Restoration of the 
Reichstag is to be complet- 
ed by 1^9 so the Bundes- 
t^ can begin holding ses- 
sions there. 

The Bundesrat’s designat- 
ed new home in Berlin also 
has a history. The building 
once housed Prussia's up- 
per house of Parliament. 

The Bundesrat is the 
voice of Germany’s 16 
states. 

The Bundestag is Germa- 
ny's main law-making bo- 
dy. But the Bundesrat has 
veto powers over legisla- 
tion. . 



CAPE CANAVERAL, Ho- 
rida (AP) ~ Astronaut 
Shannon Lucid retiuned to 
Earth on space shuttle At- 
lantis Thutsday. eager to see 
her family, ti^ a shower, 
and feel the sun and wind 
after a record six months in 
ort)it. 

Her voyage — the longest 
spaceflight by a woman and 
an American — ended right 
on time with on 8:13 a.m. 
(1213 GMT) touchdown at 
the Kennedy Space Centre, 
where her trip had begun in 
Match. 

“Welcome home. Shan- 
non," mission control said. 

NASA Administrator 
Daniel Goldin brought a gift 
for Lucid ftt>m President 
Bill Clinton: A huge box of 
candy-coated chocolates 
wrapped in gold-coloured 
foil and embossed with the 
presidential seal. Lucid had 
craved the candy while liv- 
ing on the Russian space 
station Mir. The president 
also sent a letter of congrat- 
ulations. 

Several hundred people 
gathered at the runway to 
welcome Lucid and her five 
crewmates home. The 
crowd included her husband 
and their three children, all 
in their 20s. 

Atlantis glided through 
wispy clouds and touched 
down smoothly, giving 
Lucid her first taste of 
Earth's gravity in six 
months. Weak and wobbly, 
she was met by N.ASA 
flight surgeons and trans- 
ferred on a stretcher into an 
airport-style people mover. 
She was taken to the crew 
quarters building for a bat- 
tery of medical tests and. 


later ii} the day,.' a reunion 
with her family. ’ 

‘T talked to Shannon just a 
little while ago and she 
sounded just me way she 
did on orbit: Very happy to 
be doing what she's doing 
but also very happy to 
back down on Eai^,” said 
Frank Culbertson, director 
of NASA's Shutile-Mir 
Programme In Houston. 

“The docs say that she is 
in really good health, that 
there are no surprises, and 
they expect rehabilitation to 
go normal,” he said. 

The 53-year-old bio- 
chemist spent 188 days and 
five hours off the planet 
She traveled 120 million 
kilometres — equal to 157 
trips to the moon and back 
— and circled Earth 3.008 
times. 

“All adventures have to 
come to an end." she said 
Wednesday. 

“You have to go home 
sometime, and I'm ready to 
go home." 

Lucid blasted off on 
March 22 on Atlantis pre- 
pared for a 4 I -2-month 
mission to Mir. and was 
supposed to return to Earth 
in early August. But equip- 
ment trouble and two hurri- 
canes delayed the shuttle's 
launch, leaving her in orbit 
an extra seven weeks. 

Mr. Goldin said (his 
morning that Lucid “never, 
never flinched once" des- 
pite all the setbacks. 

“She has a toughness and 
she has an ability to per- 
form," Mr. Goldin said. 
“She stuck with it. She 
stuck with it. and this is 
what's so good about her." 
“She's my hero," he ad- 


Scottish nationalists: ^We can pay our way 


INVERNESS. Scotland (R) 
— Scottish nationalists 
insisted Thursday an inde- 
pendent Scotland would be 
more than able to pay its 
own way and presented 
their plans for economic 
development. 

A document published by 
the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) at its annual confer- 
ence in Inverness said Scot- 
land would be the 2 1st rich- 
est country in the world if it 
escaped from union with the 
rest of Britain. 

It outlined an economic 
strategy designed to boost 
industry and jobs by cutting 
ta.\es — including Britain's 
‘unfair’ level of tax on the 
national drink, whisky. 


“Scotland is a wealthy 
country, richer than New 
Zealand. Finland and Ice- 
land — small countries 
which are prosperous and 
more than pay their way in 
the world." the SNP said in 
its publication, the Econo- 
mic Case for Independence. 

The party sold its econom- 
ic priorities would be to 
reach full employment, in- 
vest in education and train- 
ing. build a modem infra- 
structure, develop industry 
and reform taxation. 

The SNP is in bullish 
mood at what will be its 
final annual conference 
before the ne.xt British gen- 
eral election, which Prime 
Minister John Major must 


call by the end of next May. 

■'We are .subsidised by 
nobody — ilie revenues 
from our country are used to 
prop up the allina U K 
economy." SNP leader Alex 
Salmond told reporters. 

"We are con.strained by 
policies which are inappro- 
priate for Scotland and di- 
rectly harm our people and 
prosperity.” 

SNP treasury spokesman 
John Swinney accused the 
ruling Conservatives and 
the opposition Labour Partv 
of indulging in -scaremon- 
eonng against Scotland 
and^ns case for 


European beUesi|| 
trot down Tlr^ 
catwalk ^ 



Space shuttle Atlantis astronaut Shannon Lucid speaks on the phone with President 
Bill Clinton following medical tests after returning to earth at the Kennedy Space 
Centre in Florida Thursday. Lucid spent six-months aboard the Russian hlir space 
station (Reuter photo) 

Record-setting astronaut returns home 


ded. 

Atlantis took off on Sept. 
16, and two days later 
docked with the Russian 
station. As the six shuttle 
astronauts floated into Mir. 
Lucid bugged the men. the 
first Americans she had 
seen in half a year. 

In the first exchange of 
U.S. astronauts on the 10- 
year-old outpost. N.ASA 
astronaut John Blaha took 
Lucid’s place. The 54-year- 
old retired air force colonel 
is the third American to live 
on Mir. The first was Dr. 
Norman Thagard last year. 

Blaha is supposed to 
spend four months on Mir. 
sharing the station with two 
Russian cosmonauts who 
arrived on the orbiting com- 
plex last month. Two other 
cosmonauts occupied Mir 
during Lucid's first five 
months. 

The shuttle and station 
flew together for five days, 
and the nine space travelers 
moved 2 tons of food, water 
and other supplies from 
Atlanti.s to Mir and I ton of 
scientific samples and 
equipment to the shuttle. 
Atlantis undocked Monday. 

A fifth Mir-docking mis- 
sion is planned for January. 
Atlantis will bring up astro- 
naut Jer^ Linenger. who 
will switch places with 
Blaha. 

The weather rules were 
lighter than usual for this 
morning's landing because 
of the failure of one of 
Atlantis' three hydraulic 
units that control the rudder, 
wing flaps and landing gear. 
The two remaining units 
appeared to work well. 


TIRANA (Rj — An 
once ruled by a 
communist re giiftp; » 
spumed fashion, 

TV game shows tod' 
music as capitalist, 
es. plays host Sauml^ 
the Miss Europe^ 
Beauty ContesL $« 

the 35 contestants, 
used to the glitterin^^ 
walks of Western 
than a capital emerging 
from 45 years of grey isi^ 
tion. may be a little ap^ 
hensive of what awai fg 
them. But the mood amitog^ 
Albanians is enthusiastic. 
Traffic screeches to a li^ 
when the women emei^ 
from their hotel on the 
main Skanderbeg Square, 
accompanied by police 
motor-cyclists who cut a 
swathe through the crowds. 
In former times such hospi-j| 
taJity was the reserve of ihc^ 
party elite. “It's marvel- 
lous. European beauties in 
Albania. I would never 
have dreamt of it,” said a 
63-year-old woman, admir- 
ing the contestants. The 
pageant will be held in the 
Palace of Congresses built 
by the late Stalmist cUctatcr 
Enver Hoxha. who reduced 
Albania to a nation with 
few roads, primitive com- 
munication and poorly- 
maintained infrastructure. 
Now. emerging from its 
isolation. Albania is eager 
to trade on probably ib 
greatest asset — its coun- 
tryside and spectacular 
.Adriatic coast. 

Zimbabwe finds a 
hangman ^ 

HARARE (AFP) — ‘ 
Zimbabwean journalists 
are looking suspiciously at 
their drinking partners 
these days after the Zim- 
babwean government an- 
nounced that it had fonnd a 
hangman after a long 
search. “He drinks with 
you. the press, most of the 
time. but4ie does not tvant 
u& to reveal his name." 
Justice Minister Emraersoo 
Mnangagwa told local re- 
porters, according to a 
newspaper Thursday. The 
new hangman, a Zimbab- 
wean, was put straight to 
work — executing five 
murderers in one day earli- 
er this month. The previous 
executioner, who had done 
the job since 1982. died ia ^ 
March and the gover nm ent * 
began a recruitment drive. 
One major problem was 
that the ageing hangman 
had refused to teach any- 
one else the ropes so “He 
died with his skills", a 
prison officer said. How 
the new recruit learnt the 
job remains a mystery — 
as does his identity. 

Commission 
upholds polygamy 
in S. Africa 

PRETORIA (AFP) — A 
South Aftican legal com- 
mission has ruled in favour 
of polygamy, stating that 
the practice m.iintaing tra- 
ditions and is not necessar- 
ily demeaning for the sev- 
eral wives of one man. “In 
a patriarchal world, where 
there is not economic, so- 
cial or political equality 
bepveen men and women., 
it is the institution of 
riage itself, whether mooo^' 
gamous or polygamous, 
w'hich disadvantages wo- 
men." the commission dec- 
lared in a report submitted 
Wednesday to Deputy Mi- 
nister of Justice Manto 
Tshabalala. While Chris- 
tian communities practiq? 
monogamy, Mus lims an^ 
many South African black 
men traditionally rak-p sev- 
eral wives. It is common . 
for black men in rural areas 
to live with his wives in a 
“kraal", consisting of a 
central but and sep^tt- 
huts for each of the wo- 
men. Men who work in die 
towns also tend to take s 
second wife there. There. 
^ no complete statistics- 
on polygamy in South ' 
Africa, but feminist move: 
ments constantly speak ouk 
against the practice, esp^ 
ciaUy since the constitulic^. 
provides for sexual eqnaU'.- 
ty in all domains of life ' 
The report also declaf^' 
Jhat the practice of payings 
bridewealth to a father to.. 

his daughter in tnaf--; • 
riage, should be main^'. . 
tained. 
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Hong activist Foi^>_ Yong-Yon is wincfaed back aboard their protest ship as leader Da%id Chan (1^) Um 
droned after leaping off in protest against Japanese claims to sovereignty of the Diaoyu Islands^ which Japan 
the Senlmk^ Thursday. Chan, the leader of the AUiance of Worldwide Chinese Protection for the Diaoyu Islands, 
was certified dead after he and three other men jumped off the vessel to protest near the disputed islands fReotcr 
photo) 


Japanese 
parliament 
dissolved 
for Oct. 20 
r election 

i 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto Friday dis- 
solved parliament and set 
OcL 20 as Che date for gen- 
eral elections expected to 
bring about political re- 
alignment but no major 
policy changes. 

■ The prospect of elecdons 
for- the 500-seat lower 
house, the first since July 
1993 polls ended 38 years 
of unbroken rule by the 
Liberal Democratic Party 
■ (LDP) and ushered in an 
era of coalition govem- 
mem. has so far failed to 
e.xciie an apathetic public. 

Most analysts expect a 
record-low turnout for a 
heated but issue-free con- 
. , test as weeks of wrangling 
between Mr. Hashimoto's 
LDP and two smaller coali- 
tion partners over timin g of 
. the polls gives way to an 
LDP search for post-elec- 
tion partners. 

One point of focus is 
whether the LDP. which 
regained the reins of power 
in 1994 in a coalition with 
the Social Democratic Par- 
ty and New Party Saki- 
; gake. can capture a simple 
. majority or will be forced 
'= to shop for new coalition 
;. partners. 

Mr. Hashimoto, who is 
also LDP president, urged 
his party to fight to give 
him a second term unfet- 
tered by the need to com- 
promise with coalition 
partners. 

“Although the LDP has 
been the biggest party over 
the last three years, we still 
don't have a simple major- 
ity." he said. 

Mr. Hashimoto is expect- 
ed to pin his bid for a sec- 
ond term on an improving 
economy and bis handling 
of a bitter dispute with (he 
southern prefecture of Oki- 
nawa over U.S. military 
bases. 

The opposition Shinshin- 
lo (New Frontier Party), 
headed by former LDP 
powerbroker Ichiro Oza- 
wa. plans (0 attack the gov- 
emnient over an unpopular 
sales tax rise due in April. 

Shinshimo, made of com- 
ponents of the reformist 
government that ruled 
briefly in 1993-94, will 
also offer a plan for a dras- 
tic tax-system overhaul and 
to cut bureaucratic red 
tape. 

To Shinshinto's chagrin 
— and widespread public 
scepticism — the LDP has 
•also adopted administrative 
'Reform as its poll platform, 

making it hard for voters to 

compare platforms. 

Marketwatchers said the 
elections would be a mere 
sideshow to more critical 
economic factors, but did 
not rule out bursts of hope- 
ful anticipation. 


Opposition boycotts parliament as 
president clamps down in Armenia 


YEREVAN (AFP) — Com- 
I munist opposition deputies 
boycotted 'the Armenian 
parliament Friday as Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrossian 
maintained a tight army 
clampdown on opposition 
groups contesting his re- 
election. 

Troops backed by tanks 
and armoured vehicle on 
standby in Yerevan reo- 
pened roads for municipal 
vehicles overnight but aner 
dawn they sealed off key 
arteries and public squares 
in the city centre. 

The head of the Annenian 
Communist Party. Sergei 
Badalian, said that . the 
seven Communist deputies 
in parliament, which mostly 
backs Mr. Ter-Petrossian. 
“walked out yesterday and 
we don't intend to return.'* 
“The parliament is no 
longer a democratic parlia- 
ment, because there is no 
opposition left in it." he 
said. 

Mr. Badalian said he 
believed Mr. Ter-Petrossian 
rigged his election win Sun- 
day over nationalist oppo- 
nent Vazgen ManuUan. 
gaining a second term in 
office. Mr. Badalian urged 
the international communi- 
ty not to recognise the 
result 

“■We should have new 
elections in six months, or a 
year at the latest" he said, 
adding: “It is clear chat there 
was falsification. Today's 
power is not legitimate.” 

The army was ordered on 
to the streets and all rallies 
and marches were barmed 
Thursday after violent pro- 
tests by Mr. Manukian's 
supporters late Wednesday, 
during which demonstrators 
stormed parliament and 
beat up the parliament 
speaker. 

Parliament then voted by 
an overwhelnoing majority 
Thursday — 150 of the 157 
deputies present, ftx>m a 
total of 190 — to lift the 
parliamentary immunity of 
Mr. Manukian and seven 
other opposition deputies 
accused of “organisation of 
a coup d'etat." Mr. Ter- 
Petrossian 's government 


vowed to punish the protest 
organisers. 

In a statement to Interfax 
agency. Interior Minister 
Vano Siradeguian said that 
the authorities “have all the 
means necessary to ensure 
security and constitutional 
ri^ts." 

“Security forces are in 
control of the situation ac- 
ross the country and will 
take action to bring those 
responsible for Wednes- 
day's violence to justice," 
he added. 

Soon after the vote, Mr. 
Manukian went into hiding 
and authorities closed down 
the headquarters, of i^s.oa- 
donalist National Democ- 
ratic Union Party. 

Five of his party col- 
leagues who Turned up for 
the parliament vote were 
attacked by supporters of 
Mr. Ter-Petrossian. 

However, there have been 
no arrests yet, Interfax quot- 
ed a source in the judiciary 
as saying Friday. 

The United States' has 
called for restraint and said 
it would wait for a full 
report on the elections from 
the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) before pro- 
nouncing on the baud alle- 
gations. 

“The United States is con- 
cemed about OSCE reports 
of these irregularities and 
awaits the OSCE's final 
assessment." spokesman 
Glyn Davies said Thursday. 

According to the Armen- 
ian Electo^ Commission. 
Mr. Ter-Petrossian won 
Sunday's poll with 52.09 
per cent of the vote. 

But four members of the 
commission issued a dis- 
senting statement, saying 
That Mr. Manukian had won 
60 per cent of the vote. 

Mr. Ter-Petrossian is a 
one-time hero of the strug- 
gle against communism 
elected overwhelmingly in 
1^1 as bead of state of a 
newly independent Ar- 
menia. 

A well-placed political 
analyst, who asked not to be 
identified, said the military 
clampdown was an overre- 


action to the disturbances 
which could suggest “auth- 
oritarian leanings. That 
could be dangerous, since to 
resolve economic problems, 
the president needs the peo- 
ple’s confidence," 

Russian President Bt»is 
Yeltsin congratulamd Mr. 
Ter-Petrossian. a close 
Moscow ally who has al- 
lowed Russian troops to be 
stationed in the country'. 

A senior Russian diploma 
quoted by Interfax said 
Thursday that the “violMice 
organised by the opposition 
mustJ)e condemned."- 

Annenia is foe smallest of 
the lS.foEmex^5(Oy.ieiijs{mbr 
lies and suffers a crippling 
energy and economic crisis. 

Many of Armenia's 2.4 
million voters blame Mr. 
Ter-Petrossian for foe coun- 
try's difficulties since foe 
fall of foe Soviet Union in 
1991, which have driven 
hundreds of thousands to 
emigrate, mostly to Russia. 

OSCE denounces 
protesters 

The OSCE which moni- 
tored Armenia's presiden- 
tial election and delated it 
essentially fair denounced 
opposition demonsuaiors 
who tried to storm parUa- 
ment on grounds the voting 
was rigged. 

The behavior of these pro- 
testers, a handful of whom 
made it into foe building 
Wednesday and beat up foe 
parliaraeniaxy speolrer and 
deputy speaker, “amount to 
a grave violation of foe 
democratic process," foe 
OSCE said. 

In a statement signed by 
its Chairman Flavio Coed, 
who is also the Swiss for-, 
eign minister, foe organisa- 
tion said it “condemns foe 
demonstrators who entered i 
parilaroem by force." 

The OSCE had 89 obser- 
vers on hand for the voting. It | 
said Tuesday they had detect- ' 
ed some inegulaiities during 
foe election but tiiat these 
were not serious enough to 
cballeuge iheArmenian Elec- 
toral Commission's tally in 
favour of the incumbenL 


Sri Lanka Hghting escalates; 
525 killed in bloody battle 


COLOMBO (AFP I — 

Government forces killed at 
least 450 Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas and lost 75 soldiers in 
the bloodiest banle of foe 
latest offensive in northern 
Sri Lanka, the defence min- 
istry said Friday. 

The separatist Liberation 
Tigeis of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) used waves of sui- 
cide bombers to breach the 
army defences along the 
western flank of foe small 
army-held town of Psuan- 
foan Thursday, the ministry 
said. 

•Troops very effectively 
repulsed foe main attack but 
a few suicide bombers man- 
aged to infiltrate,'* a rain- 
isoy spokesman here said. 


adding that they had recov- 
ered foe bodies of 138 gucr- 
riilas. 

The spokesman said the 
guerrillas, with explosives 
strapped to their bodies, 
blew up when (hey were 
shot by the army. Most of 
the Tgers used in the front- 
line were women cadres 
known as Freedom Birds. 

The ministry estimated 
that 1,000 Tigers were in- 
volved in the biggest coun- 
ter-offensive launched by 
foe guerrillas in recent 
years. 

It said 300 rebels w'ere 
wounded, while the army 
suffered 146 soldiers and 10 
officers wounded in foe pre- 
dawn assault carried out on 


two fronts simultaneously. 

The anack was s'unilar to 
the abortive Tiger assault in 
July last year on the military 
base of Weli Oya in the nor- 
Iheast where 21 8 Tiger bod- 
ies were recovered by the 
security forces. Only two 
soldiers died in foal attack. 

Officials said the Tigers 
had sought to slow foe army 
advance from foe west of 
Paranfoan. 

The army drive, launched 
Sunday, appeared an at- 
tempt to encircle foe 
LTTE’s main political head- 
quarters of Kilinocbchi, 
which is just six kilometres 
south of the army lin^ at 
Paranfoan. 


Body of drowned Diaoyu Islands 
protester returned to Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
*nie body of David (^an, 
who died during an anti- 
Japanese protest in foe East 
China Sea, was returned 
here Friday to mourning fa- 
mily and supporters, who 
have cast him as a martyr to 
his cause. 

Mr. Chan,. 45, died after 
throwing himself into heavy 
seas near the Diaoyu- 
Senkaku Island chain dur- 
ing a head-on confrontation 
wifo foe Japanese Coast 
Guard, which had demand- 
ed that his protest vessel 
leave the area. 

“No one will ever forget 
David Chan." activist Lew 
Mon Hung, who had decid- 
ed to puU out of foe ill- 
starred voyage at the last 
minute, said at Hong 
Kong’s Kai Tak Airport. 

•If David had died in 
Japanese sea. it would have 
b^n a waste, but he died in 
Chinese waters, so the trip 
was successful," said Mr. 
Lew, before the body was 
taken off a flight from Tai- 
wan, where the vessel 
docked after the tra^y. 

The uninhabited islands, 
supposedly rich in oil depo- 
sits. are clainied by China. 
Taiwan and Japan. 

Chan's wife, daughter, 
brother and sister sat weep- 
ing behind a row of foe re- 
maining grief-stricken acti- 
vists. all members of the 
Alliance of Worldwide Chi- 
nese for the Protection of 
the Diaoyu Islands. 

“He is a martyr now." 
ship's Captain Ngai Lup- 
Ch^ earlier said. But ask^ 
if be would ever return to 
foe islands, he shook his 
head. 

T won't go back ... it was . 
too much pressure," he said 
in Taipei, after journalists 
and protestors were taken 
off foe vessel in the early 
hours of Friday. 

He later . apolo^^ tf>, 
,Cliaii!s fi^.Qpt oavr;.’ 
^ ,l^n -Strong enough to ^ 

Lebed meets 
regional 
leaders on 
Chechenya 

MOSCOW (R) — Security 
tsar Alexander Lebed met 
leaders of southern Rus- 
sian regions in the capital 
of the ethnic Republic of 
Ingushetia Friday in an 
attempt to rally support for 
his peace drive in break- 
away Chechenya. 

“We are ripe for peace," 
Interfax News Agency 
quoted Gen. Lebed as say- 
ing on arrival in foe region, 
wUch borders Chechenya. 

“If anyone opposes it 
(pe^) be cannot remain a 
regional leader." added foe 
retired general, whom Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin bad 
ordered to end foe 21- 
monfo war in Chechenya 
which has killed tens of 
thousands of people. 

Interfax said the rebel 
leader Zelimkhao Yandar- 
biyev. who had been ex- 
pected to attend foe meet- 
ing. would not come for 
health reasons. Mr. Yandar- 
biyev was reported to have 
had food poisoning earlier 
fois month. 

Hie agency said Mr. 
Yandarbiyev’s deputy, 
Said-Khasan Abumusli- 
mov, was beading foe sep- 
aratist delegation at foe 
meeting. It did not make 
clear if rebel Chief-of-Staff 
Aslan Maskbadov, whose ] 

arrival had been expected, 
was in the team. I 

ITAR-TASS news agen- ] 

cy said foe bead of ^e- i 

cheaya's pro-Moscow ad- 
ministration. Doku Zavga- 
yev, bad not been not invii- < 

ed, 1 

Interfax said a group of ] 

Russian paiiiamentary de- : 

puties were planning to 
meet Mr. Yandarbiyev in < 

an undisclosed location. j 

It quoted rebel spokes- i 

man Movladi Udugov as 
saying Mr. Yand^iyev ] 

and foe deputies would ' 

tackle issues surrounding ] 

planned talks between foe 
separatist leader and Rus- / 

Stan Prime Minister Viktor i 

CberaomynUn. 1 

The talks are expected to y 

take place in Moscow next c 

month. 



The family of Hong Kong activisf David Chan ran to his coffin at Hong Kong airport 
Friday as they receh-e the coffin of the leader of the Alliance of \Vorldwide Chinese 
Protection of Diaoyu Islands who drowned while protesting against Japanese claims 
to sovereignty of the Diaoyu Islands. Chan's wife Lau Shun-Hing carries a Chinese 
flag as she runs with Chan's elder sister Lal-Hung (Reuter photo) 


refuse Chan's request to 
undertake foe protest Jump, 
after cancelling a planned 
landing on the islands to 
plant a Chinese flag. 

One survivor of the jump. 
Angus Chan, said he hoped 
the tragedy would help 
future, protest voyages to the 
islands. 

Tt will give others experi- 
ence on how to handle this 
kind of case," he said, ad- 
ding the protesters had not 
realised their action would 
be dangerous until they 
were already in foe water. 

(2han has become a martyr 
who could inspire growing 
numbers to speak out 
against Japan in Hong Kong 
and other Chinese-speaking 
territories, analysts .said. 

in d^fo. will be-; 
codie i self'Stylecl.'jih^T to, 
ofoer;Chihese^' saii^Fong* 


So. managing editor of Chi- 
na-watching magazine The 
Nineties. 

There were angry demon- 
strations outside the Japa- 
nese consulate here, blam- 
ing Japanese imperialism 
for Chan's death. Some 
.stomped on the Japanese 
military flag. 

Around 20.000 people are 
expected to anend a candle- 
light vigil in Chan's memo- 
ry here Sunday. 

Hong Kong's Chief Sec- 
retary Anson Chan called 
for a measured response to 
Chan's death, as anti-Japa- 
nese sentiment in the region 
swelled. 

“1 hope that views will be 
expressed in a calm manner 
without affecting foe rela- 
tionship. between ourselves 
aod[. J^)a£C'..she told Hong , 
Kong government radio iu 


Melbourne during a visit to 
Australia. 

T'm .<,ure no Hong Kong 
people would wish to dis- 
turb in any way that rela- 
tionship. But at the same 
time 1 entirely understand 
foe depth of feeling over 
foi.s dispute." she said. 

The Foreign Ministry in 
Beijing blamed Tokyo for 
its failure to stop Japanese 
nationalists from building a 
lighthouse on the islands, os 
they tried to reassert Tok- 
yo's sovereignty claim. A 
spokesman said this had 
aroused the “sirong indig- 
nation" of Chinese people 
including compatriots from 
Hong Kong. Macau and 
Tbiwan. 

A Hong Kong coroner 
will carry out an autopsy on 
Chan's body, the judiciaty 
said. 


9 killed in Australian rock fall 


PERTH. Australia (R) — 
Nine people, four adults and 
four children and one per- 
son of undetermined age. 
were ItiUed Friday when a 
clifr collapsed on a school 
group at a beach in Western 
Australia, police said. 

Police said rescue work 
wast continuing under spe- 
cial lighting with heavy du- 
ty eaithmoving equipment 
but it was not Imown if oth- 
ers were buried under the 
rubble. 

The dead w'ere pan of a 
group of 25 to 30 school- 
children. parents and teach- 
ers who had been on a 
school excursion at a popu- 
lar surfing beach, a poUce 
spokesman said. 

“We were told that ... 25 
to 30 school children and 


their parents and teachers 
were on an excursion and 
were walking along foe 
beach area beneath these 10 
metre cliffs," a police 
spokesman in Perth said. 

"(The cliffs) collapsed on 
top of them and they were 
buried under tonnes of rub- 
ble." he said. 

Hie accident occurred at 
about 3 p.m. (0700 GMT) 
near the Cowanunup Natio- 
nal Park about 2(XI kilome- 
tres southwest of Perth, cap- 
ital of the state pf Western 
Australia. 

The police spokesman 
said it had been raining 
when the cliff face col- 
lapsed and the area was still 
unstable. 

“We've got to go about 
our business veiy, vei}' 


carefully," he said. 

Police at nearby Margaret 
River told Reuters the 
group were believed to ha'.'e 
just finished a surfing les- 
son when foe cliff face col- 
lapsed on them. 

A woman from nearby 
Gracetown said the children 
bad been watching a surfing 
competition. 

“TTie cliff face was lime- 
stone and U just fell in. 
There are lots of ambulan- 
ces around here and people 
are still woiidng at the site." 
said the woman, who did 
not want to be named. 

The children in the group, 
from two local schools, 
were believed to be aged 1 1 
to l.\ 


Russians back Yeltsin openness on health 


MOSCOW (R) — Most Russians hack 
President Boris Yeltsin's decision to come 
clean about foe state of his health and admit 
to the need for hean surgery, an opinion 
poll published Friday showed. 

The survey by die respected Public 
Opinion Agency, quoted by Interfax News 
Agency, said 60 per wjnt of respondents 
praised Mr. Yeltsin's openness while 17 per 
cent were not in favour of it. Others said 
foey had no definite opinion or they did not 
care. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, broke a long-standing 
Kremlin tradition of concealing leaders' 
health problems when he announced on te- 
levision earlier this month that he had 
agreed to undergo surgery' to improve blood 
supply to hi.x hean. 

The bypass operation is tentatively sched- 
uled to t^e place in 6-10 weeks' time. 

The president, who disappeared from 
public view in late June, appealed for pub- 
lic support after announcing his decision to 
opt for sutgery rather than lead a passive 
life. 

The Public Opinion Agency's poll was 
conducted in mid-September among 1,365 
respondents across Russia, Interfax said. 
Mr. Yeltsin made his announcement on 
Sept. S. 

The poll showed that Mr. Yeltsin's deci- 
sion won far less backing in rural areas than 
in big cities where the president's support is 
traditionally strong. 

It said 78 per cent of respondents in 
Moscow and St. Petersbuig backed Mr. 
Yeltsin compared wifo only 49 per cent of 
people canvassed in rural areas. 

Meanwhile, Russian security chief 
Alexander Lebed, painting a picture of deep 
instability as president Yeltsin prepared for 
heart surgery, Thursday warned that Russia 
was on foe brink of chaos and foe army 
could soon mutiny. 

*^e are at a Uungerous limit, a very dan- 


gerous limit It is not a time to fight. We 
must get out of the abyss," he told'a news 
conference. 

Gen. Lebed made a stream of controver- 
sial statements only hours after Prime Mi- 
nister Vilaor Chernomyrdin i.ssued a rally- 
ing cry' aimed at heading off dis.sension in 
his cabinet in foe prolonged political uncer- 
tainty over Mr. Yeltsin's health. 

Doctors said Wednesday Mr. Ydtsin was 
fit enough to have heart surgery but they 
delayed.his planned bypass operation f -r a’t 
least six weeks to improve foe chance of 
success. 

Gen. Lebed, widely regarded a.s jostling 
for power with Mr. Chernomyrdin in Mr. 
Yeltsin's absence, said decision-making 
had practically dried up and some parts oT" 
Russia faced disaster. 

“The will of the state has gone... Many 
[Kople have .adopted a wait-and-see posi- 
tion," the blunt-spoken, 46-year-oId n“ired 
paratroop general said. 

He cited major security threats including 
unsafe atomic power plants and possible 
contamination from nuclear submarines. 

He^ repeated bis view made in a newspa- 
per interview Wednesday foot foe under- 
funded anny was close to mutiny. 

But he found himself immediately at vari- 
ance with Defence Minister Igor Rodionov 
who said foe situation in the armed forces 
was under control. 

It was not clear what Gen. Lebed's aim 
w'as in making his commenLs but ihey again 
highlighted his tendency to step out of Line 
with others in Russia's leadership. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin made clear he would 
not tolerate any lobbying by his cabinet 
ministers to protect their own interest 
groups as they draw up foe 1997 budget, 
which needs parliament's approval. 

But he held out an olive branch to Gen. 
Lebed by saying defence spending should 
be reviewed. 
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Ibnnel politics harm peace fabric 

I THE EXTREMELY high number of casualties on 
! l oth Palestinian and braell sides resulting from 
I three days of armed clashes between them speaks 
i % olumes about how tenuous the Oslo peace accords 
have become under the leadership of ^e right-vring 
government in Israel and how dangerous a reversal 
c r the peace process can be. 

The controversial opening of the tunnel, under 
cover of the night three days ago, linkiag Via 
Dolorosa with the wall adjacent to Haram A1 Sharif 
nay have been the straw that broke the earners 
hack but it was by no means the only or the deter- 
mining factor in pushing the Palestinian angry 
crowd to the brink of another violent intifada. It is 
rather the accnmulation of Israeli policies of non- 
compliance with the peace agreements that obvious- 
ly drove the Palestinians into despair and an armed 
revolt, something that Egyptian President Rosoi 
Mubarak had repeatedly warned of if Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyainin Netanyahu persisted in stalling 
over the implementation of the accords. 

It was the refusal by Israel to redeploy its troops 
out of Hebron, the expansion of Jewish settlements 
on Arab lands and the attempts to seal the fntnre of 
l‘'ast Jerusalem unilaterally ahead of the third stage 
of negotiatioQs that have created this voladle and 
violent climate. And as if the fire which is already 
raging between the two sides is not enough, IsraeU 
Minister of Infrastructure Ariel Sharon fuelled the 
tendon when he annonneed two days ago that Israel 
intended to build more settlements on the Golan 
Heights and the West Bank. This reckless and irre- 
sponsible defiance of international, Arab and indeed 
Israeli public opinion could only lead to the new 
cycle of violence and counter^violence which is capa- 
i>Ie of -taking us back to square one in the peace 
4ffort -i*'- ' ' ' 

Palestinian uprisif^; in the late' 
-^hties, AePalesdnians are now deploying weapons' 
^odefencl'tfiemselves against IsraeU aimed assaults. 
Israel has also deployed thousands of Its troops 
siround Palestinian cities and towns in a bid to seal 
off the Palestinians completely from the outside 
world. A war-Uke condition has therefore been cre- 
ated threatening not only the future of the peace 
process but also the very foundations on which it 
was established. 

There remains a hope that a projected meeting 
between Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Prime 
Miniser Netanyahu, perhaps in the company of 
President Mubarak to defuse tension and stop the 
clashes. The success or failure of any such dialogue, 
liowever, depends on whether Israel aims to respect 
and implement its agreements with the Palestiniaiis. 
If Netanyahu persists in his submission that he and 
his Likud-led government were elected on a new 
platform which is different from that of his prede- 
cessors and necessitates a review of what was 
solemnly negotiated and agreed to. then we are 
afraid that Palestine and the region could return to 
its violent and unpromising past. 

The key to the end of violence and the return to 
peace-building In the area is in the hands of 
Netanyahu. If the Israeli prime minister sends a 
clear and loud signal that he will no longer procras- 
tinate or subvert the peace process by settlement 
expansions or seal the fate of East Jerusalem unilat- 
erally, then and only then would there be real hope 
of rebuilding the edifice of peace and tranquillity on 
which so much promise had been pinned. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


r^OMMENTTNG ON ihc events in the Palestinian lands and 
r-jmsalem. a writer for A1 Ra'i said that the natural result of 
:hc Israeli atrocities and repression was a renewal of the imifa- 
iia. Mahmoud Rimawi said that the aggressive nature of the 
Israeli govemmeni. the behaviour of the israeli troops and the 
repression exercised day and night against the Palestinian peo- 
ple have ted to the explosi\-e situation. Leaders in the Arab 
World and even in Israel iuself have been warning the Israeli 
government .'igainst pursuing its present policies, saying that 
tension has been building up and a new indfada was in the 
making as a result of the Israeli go\'emmem's measures that 
provoked the Arab and Muslims feelings of anger, said the 
-A'riter. The events resulted in halting the Palestinion-lsraeli 
utlLs. created new ground for the renewal of contlici and 
lashed away all hopes for a lasting peace, he added. By dese- 
.rating the religious sites, refusing to redeploy its forces in the 
A'est Bank and the Gj£i Strip and by disregarding the repeot- 
,d demands by the PakrMinians to regsun their ri^is, the 
Israeli goventmcni has paved the ground for the present explo- 
.-ilve situation, according to the writer. He stad that while giv- 
ing .statements in London and Paris, bragging about Israel's 
commitment to peace, the Israeli premier has been acting just 
in the epposile direction on the ground but nothing in Israel’s 
octioas or words can continue to deceive the world. 

.A WRITER for Al Dustour culled on the government to 
rccotLsider giving pemrlis to tnerehams to import bananas and 
other food products of which Jordan has a surplus. 
Mohammad Daoud said that farmers in the Jordan Valley are 
.-urrently cultivating 20.00ft dunums of land with banana trees 
tnd (he local niarkcb. have .Mitficicnt quiiniiiies of (he com- 
.ivdily, and it is reeretliihic ii> vc IntJan cuniinuing to impoit 
\uuinas (hat only u handful of wealthy people can buy. 
Stressing that the govemtnem'.s duty is to protect the nation^ 
interests, die writer said th.u there con be no Justificauon for 
the goV-cmmenl's ullovring imponeo of bananas .and other 
agricultural produce to flood the local markets with these 
products. 


Jerusalem bloodbath is a reflection of Palestiman 
frustration over progress of peace process 


REOPENING THE tunnel that nins along the walls of Al 
Aqsa Mosque for tourists was Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's latest way of ^wing the 
Palestinians, the Arabs, the Muslims and (be international 
cominuQity that be was determined to have his own way in 
making peace with the Palestioians and the Arabs at large. 
But it is unlikely that he foresaw the repercosstons of the 
reopening of the tunnel, meaning simply that the Israeli 
premier does not seem to know much about the very mind- 
set of the Palestinians. Arabs and Muslims. As such, seri- 
ous questions are being cast on the veiy future of the 
Middle E^t peace process as long as Netanyahu remains 
in power in Israel. 

CX course, it is indeed a democratic prerogative of the 
Israeli electorate to decide who should lead their govern- 
ment. But when the exercising of the prero^xive leads to 
serious threats to the existence of other people a 
process that could have created a better Middle East for its 
people to live in, then it is time someone did raise the ques- 
tion: Where are we headed with all our hopes for a tetter 
life for all of us in the region, including the Palestinians 
and Israelis? 

For one thing, it was not the opening of the tunnel that 
was behind the ongoing bloodbath in Jerusalem and else- 
where in the Palestinian territories: it was only a cataly^ 
that opened the floodgates of Palestinian frustr^cm with 
Netanyahu's policies and actions vis-a-vis the peace 
process and an increasing certainty that the Palestinians 
were not going to achieve anything in terms of their aspi- 
rations to independence and life in digniQr in their own 
land. 

The 'Israeli occupation authorities' respemse to 
Palestinian, Arab and Muslim protests against polici^ 
of the 100-and-pIus-day-old Netanyahu government clear- 
ly indicates that the Jewish state, under the leadership of 
the present Likud-led coalition, has no imendon whatso- 
ever to respect the legitimate rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. It also unveils the hollowness of Netanyahu's reiter- 
ations to the Arabs and the international community diat he 
was committed to honouring all agreements reached with 
the Palestinians. 

The message we ate getting from Che violent flaie-up in 
Jerusalem aj^ other parts of the Palestinian tenittHies is 
clear: Prospects of peace in ±e region based on respect for 
and recognition of the legitimate rights of Arabs are fading 
fast. 

It was unlikely for the Palestinians and Arabs to see as 
politicking Netanyahu's public promise to his Ukud Party 


last month that '‘there will not be a Palestiman state,” 
"there will be no r^ivision of Jerusalem," and the Jewish 
(settler) community in the West Bank "will continue to 
grow”. 

For all practical purposes, and when seen against the 
policies and actions be hod been following, it is clear that 
he meant every word he said. 

Those positions simply state one thing: Netanyahu had 
no intention whatsoever to keep his promise that he would 
respect and honour the accords that his predecessors 
reached with the Palestinians and Arabs. This was further 
underlined when Netanyahu vowed that he would not 
reverse his decision to reopen the Jerusalem tunnel regard- 
less of anything and everything. 

On the other side of the fence are Israeli rightist asser- 
tions that the bloodbath would not have taken place had it 
not been for the Oslo agreement that led to the presence of 
armed Palestinian forces in the self-rule territories. While 


we do not want to even dignily' those assertions, it is 
imperative to state one thing: The Palestinians were forced 
bv circumstances into signing the Oslo accords and the 
deployment of Palestinian policemen in the self-nile areas 
was what the Palestinians and the rest of Arabs hoped to be 
the first step towards the realisation of the legitiniate rights 
of the Palestinian people. And it was naivet6 at best for 
anyone, whether in Israel or elsewhere, to have expected 
the Palestinian security forces to stand still and let the 
Israeli array massacre fellow Palestinians. 

The key questions today are: What is the future of the 
peace process (that is, if anyt^g remains of the process)? 
Is it possible for the Palestinians and Arabs to pick up 
negotiations from the ruins of the peace process? . 

What would it take for Netanyahu and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat to come to terms after what b^peoed 
between Israelis and Palestinians in the past four days? 


M. ICAHIL 
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Israel is ‘murdering peace process 
with its criminal actions’ 


LETTERS 


Never again 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

THE SITUATION in the 
occupied Arab lands in 
general and in Jerusalem in 
particular was the focus of 
the Arabic daily papers 
over (he past week. The 
Iraqi question ^ and 
Jordanian domestic affairs 
also featured in the press. 

Writing under the title 
“Madmen rule Israel", a 
writer for Al Ra'i discussed 
the ongoing bloody events 
in the Palestinian lands, 
charging that the Israeli 
government is deliberately 
murdering the peace 
process with its atrocities 
and criminal actions. 

Sultan Al Hattab said that 
the aggressive acts corn- 
mined by the Israeli forces 
are starting a conflagration 
which is teund to trigger a 
wider explosion, encom- 
passing the whole Middle 
East region. 

The Israeli people, he 
said, will pay the price of 
their present govemmem's 
actions which aim at per- 
petuating the conflict in the 
region and causing further 
sufferings for its people, 
said the writer. 

He called on the world 
community to step in and 
put an end to the mad 
Israeli actions which, he . 
said, are leading the whole 
region to the brink of a cat- 
astrophe. 

Tackling the same theme. 
Taher Al Adwan. a writer 
for AJ Dustour. described 
the ongoing events in 
Palestine as another, more 
daring intifada, against 
Israeli occupation and 
Israel's disregard of the 
feelings of Arab people. 

The uprising shows the 
fact that Jerusalem remains 
the crux of the whole Arab- 
Israeli conflict and displays 
the Palestinian people's 
determination to save the 
Holy City from the bands 
of the aggressors and make 
it the capital of the 
Palc.siiniun .state, said the 
writer. 

The opening of the tunnel 
under Al Aqsa Mosque 
compound i.s not a simple 
mauer, it is a clear Israeli 
attempt to shake the foun- 
dations of the holy shrine 


to accelerate its collapse, 
added the wrirer. 

The Israelis, he said, ha^re 
crossed all the red lines by 
tampering with the holy 
places and proved, by deed 
and word, that they are 
determined to ruin the 
peace process. 

The writer said that the 
events in Jerusalem and the 
Palestinian lands should 
made the Arab countries 
adopt a united front and 
declare that normalisation 
of ties with Israel wiU be 
linked to progress in the 
peace process. 

The aspired peace is a 
common interest for both 
the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, os has been 
proved by the events of the 
past half century, and 
therefore it is in Israel's 
interest to end the conflict 
and recognise the Arabs 
their rigto in their home- 
land. said Ahmad Misleb. a 
writer for Al Ra'i. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
to realise before it is too 
late that Palestine is part of 
the Arab World and the 
Palestinians are part of the 
Arab Nation which consid- 
ers Jerusalem a holy ci^ 
and one that will remain 
the bone of comention with 
any invading force, said the 
writer. 

By closing the file of 
negotiations with the 

Palestinians on a final set- 
tlement and by closing the 
whole Palestinian territo- 
ries to starve -tiie 

Palestinians. Netanyahu is 
creating an atmosphere 
charged with anger which 
can trigger another intifada 
at any morrtenc, said the 
writer. 

He added that the events 
of the past two days in 
Palestine barely present 
what the situation will be 
like if Che Israelis continue 
with their atrocities and 
illegal measures. 

Referring to the ongoing 
verbal war between ^ypt 
and I,srael, Tater ^ Al 
Adwan. a writer for .Al 
Dustour, said that in its 
capacity of leader of the 
Arab Nation. EgjTM bolds 
many cards in confronting 
Israel’s aggressive stand. 
The least measure that 


can be taken by Egypt is to 
influence the whole Arab 
Nation into refusing the 
idea of normalisation with 
the Jewish state as long as 
no progress in the peace 
process has been achieved, 
said the wrirer. 

Cairo can draw up a com- 
mon Akfab stiaiegy vi|-a- 
vis Israel, whose pnme 
minister is openly obstruct- 
ing the peace process and 
working towards its 
demise, he added. 

The Arab countries 
should stop further negoti- 
ations wim Israel before 
Israel commits itself to and 
abides by the requirements 
of a comprehensive and 
lasting peace, said the 
writer, adding that the 
Egyptian stand is backed 
by aJl the Arab masses and 
it is now up to the Arab 
governments to show soli- 
darity with Cairo in its 
struggle to protect Arab 
rights. 

It seems that President 
Hosni Mubarak's predic- 
tion that an intifada awaits 
the Israelis in light of their 
government's actions and 
provocations has come 
true, said AJi Safadi. a 
writer for Al Dustour. 
President Mubarak has 
warned in a statement pub- 
lished by a German maga- 
zine that Netanyahu's 
actions, his disregard to the 
Palestinians and their 
rights and his ongoing 
Jewish settlement pro- 
grammes will ultimately 
tri^er a more ferocious 
intifada that would cause 
more tragedies in the 
region, said the writer. 

The president has panic- 
ulariy warned that the 
Jewish settlements consti- 
tute time bombs that could 
explode any moment and 
has demanded that the 
Palestinian people's rights 
be respected and their holy 
shrines be safeguarded, 
said the writer. 

But the Israelis, through 
their actions and non-com- 
pliance with the provisions 
of the Oslo accords, are 
ruining any chance of 
peace and are responsible 
for the new wave of vio- 
lence sweeping the 
Palestinian lands. 

A writer for Ai Dustour 


expressed the view that 
despite its hostile attitude 
towards Baghdad, the 
United Slates is careful not 
to allow the Iranians to 
have the upper-hand in the 
Gulf because it is keen on 
protecting its own interests 
in the oil fields. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh said 
that President Bill Dinton. 
who has declared recently 
that he is not out there with 
his forces to topple 
Saddam Hussein's regime 
but rather to prevent 
Baghdad from causing any 
danger to American inter- 
ests in the Gulf, is follow- 
ing in his predecessor's 
footsteps by refraining 
from taking measures that 
would end the present 
regime in Baghdad because 
the alternative might be 
devastating for 

Washington's interests in 
the Gulf. 

The writer noted that Iran 
has its own expansionist 
ambitions in die region and 
that has prevented Mr. 
Clinton from making any* 
move that might give Iran 
the upper hand in tltis sen- 
sitive region. 

A writer for Al Ra'i said 
that the Ministry of Health 
and other concerned organ- 
isations in Jordan have a 
duty towards maintaining a 
strong awareness campaign 
about AIDS. 

Spreading public aware- 
ness among Jordanians 
against this Idller disease is 
a national duty and such a 
campaign should be a con- 
tinuous proces.s rather than 
a seasonal activity on the 
pan of the Ministiy of 
Health, demanded Nazih. 

The writer said that 
despite the fact that Jordon 
has one of die lowest world 
records of AIDS cases, 
there is need for a contin- 
ued campaign as long the 
disease exists and as long 
as Jordan is open to the 
world economically, 
.socially and commercially. 

He said that special cam- 
paigns against AIDS 
should be directed at the 
youth at schools and uni- 
versities as the only effec- 
tive way to deal with this 
disease lies in awareness 
campaigns. 


To the Editor 

WITH PROFOUND shock and sorrow I. along with 
many other citizens, have teen following the sad story 
of Hani and Hanin AI-Masri. 

This tragic event has caused depression and sadness 
in the hearts and minds of all the people I know. 

It is indeed impossible to understand how a seeming- 
ly normal adult would willfully plan and execute a pre- 
meditated crime against innocent children, more so. his 
own. 

The nature of this paternal crime will leave a signifi- 
cant psycho-social impact on the society at large and on 
parents and children in particular. The wounds that 
have been inflicted will require time and specific atten- 
tion to heal. 

I suggest that a special fond be established in the 
name of the deceased children, with proceeds to go for 
the support of A Family Problem Resolution Centre. 

1 do recognise that this case is a strange and extreme- 
ly uncommon event for the Jordanian society. But it 
deserves for us to stop at and to ensure that it will never 
happen again. 


Omar \L Lattouf M.D. Ph J)., 
Amman. 


‘Blasted’ situation 


To the Editor: 

IT MA> be an intrinsic British hatred of intrusive 
noise, but I may be lodging a complaint shared by many 
neighbourhoods in Amman. 

We raoved into a house early last summer, durios the 
school holidays. We knew a school bordered two sides 
o the garden, but it was not until the year 

begM that we discovered the horrors of living near an- 
academic institution. • j 

Screaming, shouting' children are tolerable. In feet, I 

tht-fw pleasurable. But 

rin^n and the school band blaring 

down a loudspeaker is taxing. 

This y^. the same school’s kinderganen has ' 

Che school now compete to have their lessons h^. ' 

I have three questions: Is it the neighbourhood or the: 
pupil s parents that should know ihe school s standaid? ' 
And. since it appears that the loudspeaker theory pie- 

?nd’“dnal s-h^“r- or;: 

Ke“i^? residents in - 

Cathy Qngi e' 
Amnuit'.!' 

fenerj and contributicnik 

tain the writer's fi,u nJ^^ ™! however, should con:- 
well. Names can be P^erably address as, 

‘‘Pderspecia/cimLsta^^ fl"'-''' 

iltg. The newspaper is ^ 

unused manusZrfpis. '^^P°asible for the return 
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King calls for establishing full facts 

'^^C|||^ f Continued from Dsop 1 1 . 


Of 


'r 

• y y 
■ - 





ri;K 




‘ Sll 


p (Continued from page 1 ) 

recent developments, but 
we has’e a duty and we 
have the right to discuss the 
situation in Jerusalem 
where Jordan bad die hon- 
our to safeguard holy 
shrines since 1948 and up to 
the- 1994 Jordan-Israei 
peace treaty. 

“Jordan has a special role 

• by which we never meant to 
transgress on the rights of 
the ^esdnians but rather 
' to serve as a transitional 
measure until the Israelis 
and Palestinians agree on a 
final settlement concerning 
Jerusalem. 

“Our aim was not to allow 
the creation of a vacuum 
that could be exploited by 
others, leading to adverse 
results. But it is regrettable 
to say that till now there has 
been no appropriate coordi- 
- . nation between us and the 
''Palestinian brothers. 

“Wien the time comes 
for them to take over the 
responsibilities for 

Jerusalem in a direct man- 
ner they will have the right 
to these responsibilities 
. which we are handling now 
' and this would take place in 
an orderly manner and 
within a well-studied plan. 

‘The results of these inci- 
dents will have adverse 
impact on us all. As we 
probe them and the con- 
flicting reports about the 
situation, we have heard 
certain parties saying that 
there had been a Palestin- 
ian-lsraeli understanding 
over the ruimel. which dates 
back to more than 2000 
years, and that agreement 
has been reached between 
the two sides on reopening 
fihe runnel which -is located 
opposite the mosque. 

“We are totally in the dm-k 


about this question and 
about whether there exists 
an agreement with the for- 
mer Israeli government on 
the tunnel. This situation 
places us in a very worrying 
position and I am indeed 
deeply pained. They should 
have informed us and 
informed all parties that 
have connection with this 
issue. 

“Therefore the situation 
calls for a full investigation 
into the developments so 
that we will be in a position 
to act. We are keen on com- 
ing to an understanding 
with our brothers in order 
to know the parties that 
bear the responsibility for 
these developments. 

“We must discuss any- 
thing that has to do with the 
future. We need to discuss 
matters seriously to ensure 
that the holy places would 
not be harmed in any way 
and I hope to follow up on 
this issue and will contact 
all jMuties in this matter.** 
Earlier. King Hussein, in 
comments upon his return 
to Amman from a visit to 
the Gulf, said; ‘There was 
need , for immediate action 
to prevent a worsening of 
the situation as the Arab 
blood that has been shed is 
dear to all of us. We in Jor- 
dan have a special role to 
play in the Jerusalem ques- 
tion to protect the Islamic 
shrines.*' 

Some 75 people held sit- 
in demonstrations in 
Amman on Friday to 
protest Israel's massacres 
of Palestinians and con- 
demn its Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The proiesL oiganised by 
women's organisations, 
passed in front of offices of 
U.N. agencies and the 
Palestinian embassy. 


Israel under fire at U.N, 


_ (Continued from page 1) 

rit^ Council resolution 
cmicising Israel. 

There must be a clear 
message from the United 
Nations and actions to 
calm the situation. “Other- 
wise. we are very much 
afraid," Mr. Primakov 
said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy said his coun- 
trv would not accept the 
bfame for the latest Israeli- 
Palestinian crisis and 
icalled on Palestinian Pres- 
' idem Yasser Arafat to 
impose order. 

“Israel will not allow 
itself to be placed on 
trial*', Mr. Levy told a 
meeting of the Security 
Council meeting. 

A senior Palestinian offi- 
cial told the U.N. Security 
Council on Friday that the 
election of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netany^u 
unleashed “radical 

e.xtremisi forces" that 
undermined the Middle 
• East peace process. 

‘'Because of this politi- 
cal programme, which was 
fraught with acts of provo- 
cation, thick clouds started 
to gather in the region," 
Palestinian foreign affairs 
spokesman Farouk Kad- 
doumi said. ‘'As soon as 
Israel announced the 
opening of the tunnel in 


Jerusalem, then the spark 
for cooflaeration was 
touched off. 

But Mr. Levy warned the 
international community 
against imposing “unac- 
ceptable positions on the 
government of Israel." 

Joined by foreign minis- 
ters from Egypt, France, 
Germany and Britain, the 
council met to take up the 
violence in the West Bank 
and Gaza despite strong 
lobbying by the United 
States to keep the issue off 
the agenda. 

Arab countries insisted 
upon the meeting after the 
ou^reak of violence that 
followed the opening of a 
tunnel near the 
Jerusalem's A1 Aqsa 
Mosque compound, one of 
Islam's holiest shrines. 

Western speakers were 
expected to join the United 
States in calling for a 
meeting as soon as possi- 
ble between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat. 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said Thursday the 
United States would par- 
ticipate in the debate but 
■'frankly, the United 
States does not believe 
that endless rhetoric and 
endless debate thousands 
of miles away from this 
conflict are r^y going to 
do the trick.'* 


The Palestinian represen- 
tative in Amman. Omar A1 
Khatib, called for urgent 
medical aid from Jordan to 
treat the more than 1.000 
Palestinians wounded in 
clashes with Israeli forces. 

Acting Foreign Minister 
Abdul Hadi Majali said 
Thursday Israel was 
obstructing Mideast peace- 
making by opening the tun- 
nel in Jerusalem 

“What has taken place in 
Jerusalem cannot be justi- 
fied," said Mr. Majali. who 
accused Israel of ‘'obstruct- 
ing peace efforts and harm- 
ing the feelings of Mus- 
lims." 

“We believe that it is 
improper to tamper with the 
geographic ... nature of 
Arab Jerusalem,'* Mr. 
Majali said in comments 
carried by the Jordan news 
agency. Petra. 

During a visit to Bahrain 
Wednesday, King Hussein 
called for an international 
probe into the effect of 
Israel's tunnel work. 

The Jordan-based 

spokesman of the Palestin- 
ian Hamas movement said 
the violence in Jerusalem 
and the Palestinian territo- 
ries was *'a step in the right 
direction." 

The spokesman, Ibrahim 
Ghosheh, praised Palestin- 
ian security forces for firing 
at Israeli troops. 

“What they did yesterday 
and what they are doing 
today is the right thing." he 
said. 

He urged Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat to 
release Hamas activists and 
other Palestinian prisoners 
“to continue their struggle 
and their resistance against 
occupation." 


The' United States has 
opposed previous attempts 
.by Arab states to bring the 
AraNIsi^li . dispute 
i before tlfe rounciT^cause^ 
its membership includes 
countries less supportive 
of Israel. 

During his speech, Mr. 
Kaddoumi called on the 
council to send a fact-find- 
ing mission to the Middle 
E^t and demand that 
Israel live up to peace 
agreements. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said the 
opening of the tunnel was 
the fin^ step in a series of 
Israeli actions that built up 
frustrations among the 
Palestinians since Mr. 
Netanyahu's election vic- 
tory over Shimon Peres. 

He cited Israel's contin- 
ued occupation of the 
West Bank town of 
Hebron and the settlement 
policy of the Netanyahu 
government. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s election “led 
more and more radical and 
extremist forces to occupy 
more Knesset seats." He 
said the assassination of 
Mr. Petes’ predecessor, 
Yitzhak Rabin, “demon- 
strated the depth of funda- 
mentalism and terrorism 
inside Israeli society 
itself." 


World leaders appeal for end to Israeli-Palestinian violence 


(Continued from page 12) 

regretted fresh and serious 
incidents in Jerusalem. 

"These incidents must 
not lead to new clashes," 
said a statement issued by 
the Foreign Ministry. 

The French government 

called all parses to the 
conflict "to use the utmost 
restraint and refrain from 
disproportionate reac- 
tions. notably using 
firearms," the statement 
said. 

It also appealed to 
Israeli authorities not to 
hinder ambulances and 
rescue vehicles and grant 
them free access to hospi- 
tal.s. Paris is in close con- 
‘ tact with all parties to the 
conflict so as to be able to 
■^tontribute to an appease- 
ment of the crisis, the 
statement added. 

F^ice on Friday decid- 
ed to ship medical equip- 
ment incmding 2.5 tonnes 
of medicine to uic 
autonomous Palestini^ 
territories, which will be 


distributed by the French 
consulate-general in 

Jerusalem. 

Paris also asked the EU 
envoy to make sure that 
the eud shipment reaches 
Palestinians. 

China said Israel’s 
“arrogant mentality’’ has 
led to the present troubles 
with the Palestinians. 

A signed comment^ 
from China's official Xin- 
hua news agency said: 
"The root cause lies at an 

accumulation of disap- 
pointment, frustration and 
indignation of the Pales- 
tinians over the Israeli 
government’s hardline 
policy." 

*T\vo days of bloodjf 
conflicts between Israeli- 
troops and Palestinian 
protesters left 69 Pales- 
tinians dead and over 
l.(X)0 wounded," Xinhua 
said. 

“Israel’s occupation and 
arrogant . mentality have 
worsened with the forma- 
tion of the right-wing 
Likud goveramenL the 
commentary continued. 


Japan Foreign Minister 
Yulahiko Ikeda urged 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
work to promote mutual 
trust and help achieve per- 
manent peace in the ^^d- 
dle l^t, the Kyodo News 
said. 

Mr. Ikeda made the 
request in a message to 
Israeli Foreign Mmister 
David Levy and Mr. 
Arafat. 

“It is re|reciable that 
such an incident has 
erupted and caused many 
casualties. I expect the 
two parties concerned not 
to escalate tensions any 
more," he told reporters. 

Vietnam expressed its 
"extreme concern" over 
the violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

“We are extremely con- 
cerned at the increasingly 
unsettled relations 

between Israel and Pales- 
tine in the occupied terri- 
tories. a foreign affairs 
ministry spokesman said, 
adding that violence was 
incompatible with peace 
in the Middle East. 





Young Palestinians stage an anti-Israeli demonstration in Gaza City in protest against Israel's opening of a tunnel near 
JemsaJem’s Islamic shrines and the occupation army's violent response to I^estinian protests (Reuters photo) 

Israeli army storms Aqsa, kills 4 Palestinians 


(Continued from page li 

Israeli casualties, but gave 
no further details. 

In the West Bank town of 
Tulkarem, Palestinians 
opened fire on an outpost of 
Israel’s paramilitary border 
police on the outskirts of 
the city, and two Israeli 
officers were killed. 

The battles signalled that 
Palestinian le^er Yasser 
Arafat's control over his 
angry people, and especial- 
ly over the 30,0(X) anned 
men under bis control, was 
slipping away. 

However, at other flash- 
points. Palestinian police 
were trying to keep at bay 
thousands of Palestinian 
demonsffatoirs who 

xnaixihed-- towards 4sraeU-'. 
army positions Ibd 'fiUfled 
stones at soldiers. 

In the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, Palestinian 
police formed a human 
chain to keep the crowd 
away from Rachel's Tomb, 
an Israeli-controlled 

enclave on the outskirts of 
town. 

“'Enough bloodshed, 
please listen to us." one of 
the officers pleaded with 
the crowd. Another police- 
man took a pistol and.point- 
ed it at the bead of a 
demonstrator who refrised 
to move back. 

After hours of tension, the 
demonstrators finally went 
home, and an Israeli officer, 
speaking in Arabic over a 
megaphone, told his Pales- 
tinian counterparts: *We 
appreciate what you have 
done." 

The tunnel which had 


triggered the violence was 
closed Friday. Police said 
the site is-always closed on 
Jewish holidays — Friday 
is the start of the Sukkot 
holiday — and that the 
decision to shut it down 
was not linked the unrest. 

However, Israeli cabinet 
secretary Danny ' Naveh 
said: “I assess police did 
this because of the prayers 
on the Haram A1 Sharif and 
the gathering of many peo- 
ple" in the complex. 

Mr. Naveh said the Israeli 
government was not con- 
sidering closing the tunnel. 
Israeli newspaper reports 
said Friday that the Clinton 
administration had suggest- 
ed to Israel the site be 
closed^ tempors^^r . in im 
::efrort to'.calm'the,i!imatid^ 

The- confrontation at the 
A1 Aqsa compound erupted 
during Muslim noon 
prayers. A prayer leader 
told thousani^ of worship- 
pers they must “unite and 
protect our holy shrine." 

After the prayers, hun- 
dreds of Palestinians began 
stoning Israeli poUce 
deployed around the com- 
pound. 

Police ordered Jews to 
halt praying at Western 
Wall Plaza £at runs below 
the raised platform of the 
Muslim holy shrines. The 
compound is also what 
Israelis see the site of a 
Jewish temple destroyed by 
the Romans in 70 AD. 

The Israeli forces said 
they responded with tear- 
gas and rubber bullets. 
Doctors at Mukassed Hos- 
pital in East Jerusalem said 
they also retrieved live bul- 


Taleban seize Kabul 


(Continued from page 1) 

announced from the loud- 
speakers of mosques. 

The Taleban. Sunni Mus- 
lims who preach a strict 
Islamic code including 
amputation of robbers* 
limbs, has won widespread 
suppon from Afghans fed up 
with four years of faction^ 
war and suffering. 

Taleban chief Mullah 
Mohammad Omar on Friday 
appointed a six-member 
interim government in a spe- 
cial decree issued from his 
headquarters in the south- 
western city of Kandahar. 

He said the former go\'em- 
mem had "collapsed" and the 
new six-member council 
would look after govemmeni 
affairs during the interim 
period. 

He stressed that 
Afghanistan would now have 
a “complete Islamic system." 

MuUsih Muhammad Rab- 
bani has been named as act- 
ing chief of the council 
which includes several. key 
Taleban leaders, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) said. 

Afghan Deputy Foreign 
Minister AMuI Rahim 
Ghafoorzai conceded that his 
government had been defeat- 
ed by the Taleban, who 
emerged two years from the 
Koranic schools of Kanda- 
har. 

‘TTie Taleban arc cmurol- 
ling Kabul right now. Most 
of the areas are in the hands 


of the Taleban," Mr. 
Ghafoorzai told AFP at the 
United Nations in New York. 

‘The government has lem- 
porarily decided to relocate 
the capital to the north*’ of 
Kabul, he said, describing 
the move as a "strategic 
retreat*’ to “avoid a catastro- 
phe and a bloodbath." 

He indirectly accused Pak- 
istan of complicity in the 
Taleban offensive, adding: 
consider the present sta- 
tus of Kabul to be an occupa- 
tion." 

Hie government's main 
military commander. Ahmed 
' Shah Masood. had gone to 
his stronghold north of 
Kabul at Jabul Al Saraj. said 
Mr. Ghafoorzai. 

Kabul was calm with peo- 
ple moving normally on the 
'street but in decreased nura- 
befs. Traffic was normal, but 
less taxis were evident. 

There were no reports of 
looting or anti-social behav- 
iour by the Taleban, who 
emerged 22 months ago to 
mount their battle to estab- 
lish an Is lami c regime in the 
country. 

They maintained a remark- 
ably low profile — very few 
were seen in the streets 
although convoys of reli- 
gious militia jeeps with small 
white flags were seen pass- 
ing through the city. 

The Taleban were also said 
to have freed prisoners held 
in the various jails of the 
gowniment departments. 


lets from some of the dead 
and wounded. 

In the compound, one 
bearded Palestinian gath- 
ered up pieces of brains and 
wrapped them in his shirt 
for burial as others around 
him shouted “Allahu 

Akbar." while rubber bul- 
lets whizzed past 

At the hospital, hundreds 
of angry Palestinians shout- 
ed for revenge, chanting 
“Kalashnikov, Kalash- 

nikov," in reference to the 
assault rifle used by most 
Palestinian police. 

Throughout the morning, 
the Voice of .Palestine 
Radio station broadcast 
appeals for calm, trying to 
reassert control over 
30,000 Palestinian. 
meni. • 

Israeli troops were on 
alert throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
enforced a tight closure of 
the area, barring all two 
million Palestinians from 
entering Israel. 

In some areas, tanks were 
moved into position, but 
there were no reports that 
tanks fired at Palestinians. 

About l0,(XXi Israeli 
police were deployed, 
including about 4.000 in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Israel's 900,000 Arab citi- 
zens observ^ a general 
strike Friday in a show of 
support for their brethren in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. In Nazareth, 
marchers held up signs 
reading, ‘‘Netanyahu, the 
enemy of peace.” 

Outside Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's office, dozens 


of supporters and critics of 
the prime minister staged 
separate rallies Friday. 

“Netanyahu in charge: No 
peace and no security," read 
one placard, referring to 
Mr. Netanyahu's campaign 
slogan . — peace and secu- 
rity — which helped him 
narrowly defeat Shimon 
Peres, architect of the peace 
accords, in May elections. 

In Cairo, the Arab ! 
League, after a two-hour 
meeting, warned the clash- 
es could lead to “a 
whirlpool of violence, 
instability and bloodshed.’’ 

But the 22-member 
league took no action other 
than to demand that Israel 
stick to agreements signed 
with. tiu;. j^estinJans and 
start' negotiations' tcl det^- ' 
mine the final status of 
Jerusalem. 

The league also praised 
the Palestinians who have 
died in the clashes in what 
it ‘ described as a new 
“intifada,” a reference to 
the 1987-93 Palestinian 
uprising. 

The league could (ake lit- 
tle concrete action since the 
meeting was limited to its 
permanent representatives. 

But the Palestinians had 
urged that Arab states halt 
normalisation with Israel. 
Arab leaders have repeated- 
ly threatened to do so, but 
until now had resisted a 
step ±at would effectively 
spell the end of the peace 
process. However, signs 
were emerging that Israel’s 
lies with ±e Arab World are 
increasingly precarious. 


Arafat says 
Israel broke 
agreement 
to curb 
violence 

(Continned fitHn page 1) 

not yet been arranged. 

Bui Mr. Netany^u main- 
tained that Mr. Arafat was to 
blame for the violence. 

Flanked by stem-faced 
security chiefs at a news 
conference, Mr. Netanyahu 
insisted that he did not 
regret his decision to open 
the tunnel near Jerusalem's 
Islamic holy sites that 
sparked the unprecedented 
clashes. 

■’I won't justify and don't 
regret the opening of the 
tunnel ... It expresses our 
sovereignty, our history.” 
Mr. Netanyahu asserted. 

He said his message to Mr. 
Arafat was: “Our hand is 
stretched to you in peace, 
but we will not agree that 
during negotiations there 
will be a war option too. We 
demand Palestinian National 
Authority ... stop the vio- 
lence, stop the incitement ... 
calm spirits and return to the 
negotiations. We are ready 
to continue this process.” 
The explosion of violence 
came after months of 
mounting Palestinian frus- 
nadon with Mr. 
Nemnyahu’s tough poiides 
— delaying tfae planned 
troop pullout from Hebron 
and stalling talks on other 
issues. 

But Mr. Netanyrdiu 
expressed outrage that “the 
first time there seemed to be 
a crisis” in peace talks the 
Palestinian police turned 
their weapons on their sup- 
posed Israeli allies. 

“The government of Israel 
gave arms to the Paiestinian 
security forces to protect 
themselves (and) k^ die 
order in the areas, they con- 
trol,” Mr. Netanyahu sa^ 
.“In .reQeq(r4^!jheie has 
been a, veiy-.seripus violar 
tion.** “Wie camdiscuss the 
issues at hand but this 
requires abandoning this 
system of violence,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
would consider an invitation 
fiom Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak to meet Mr. 
Arafat in Cairo. 

There was an invitation 
from President Mubarak. I 
did not rule it out I am pre- 
pared to consider it I don’t 
think the meeting will be the 
stumbling block. It won’t be 
a problem. 

There will be a meeting. I 
think the more important 
thing is to agree on those 
principles which will guide 
us, the principles of behav- 
iour. not the arrangements 
for negotiations or their 
results,” Mr. Netanyahu told 
the news conference. 


Iraq urges continued revolt 


(Continued Iiqm page 12) 

which are next to the con- 
frontation.*' 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez accused Mr. 
Netany^u on Friday of 
“striking a blow” to the 
peace process and plun^g 
the region into the 
“unknown. 

‘The change of the politi- 
cal, social and religious 
character of Jerasalem 
means the total negation of 
any negotiations on its 
future.” Mr. Bouez told 
reporters before leaving for 
a U.N. General Assembly 
meeting in New York. 

Condemning Israel's 
moves, Qatar's Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassem Ben Jabr AiThani 
cancelled a meeting with 
his Israeli coumeipan David 
Levy at the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York. 

Egypt's leading daily 
newspaper Al-Ahi^ indi- 
rectly blamed the United 
Slates for the outbreak of 
violence, saying Washington 
had failed to force Israel to 
honour commitments made 
to the PaJesiinians. 

In Iran, President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
told a crowd at weekly 
prayers at Tehran University 
that Israel's “expansionism” 
was the root of the troubles 
in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories. 

He dso called Mr. 


Netanyahu a “war-monger.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani criticised 
Arab leaders for seeking 
peace with Israel, which Iran 
considers illegitimaie and 
wants destroyed. 

■’The Zionist acts, which 
shed blood in Palestine, is a 
shared responsibility with 
America," said the state- 
ment read out on state televi- 
sion Friday. 

The reconsideration of all 
wrong stands, especially 
those toward Iraq and its 
strength, is the only way to 
rebuild the right ^und for a . 
United stand," the Iraqi 
statement said. 

In Baghdad's mosques, 
prayer leaders on Friday 
condemned the killings of 
the Paiestinians. 

“0 Allahu, destroy the 
Americans " the imam of the 
grand mosque of Baghdad, 
Sheikh Abdul Gbafour Al 
Qaisi, said during Friday 
prayers which were broad- 
cast live on state television. 

More than 3,0(X) worship- 
pers, both men and women, 
chanted “Allah Akbar” (God 
is great) firom inside and 
outside the mosque. 

Paiestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat won praise from 
some of his most outspoken 
critics on Friday after the 
clashes between his police 
force and the Israeli army. 

‘‘Arafat has proved to be 
the man for the big decisions 
at the most difficult 
moment, by calling on 


police to fire at the Israelis,” 
said Munir Maqdab, a leader 
in ‘Ain Hilweh of a dissident 
wing of the Fateh faction. 

Sheikh Yassine Khatib, 
another critic, said; “Arafat 
has proved that we can count 
on him and I support his 
decision to resume the 
armed struggle. This is the 
only way to establish our 
Palestinian state.” 

But Colonel Maqdah 
warned the leader of the 
Palestinian National Auihra*- 
ity against resuming npgoti- 
aiions with Israel or “Con- 
doning the armed stniggle." 

Syria hailed the new 
Palestinian “uprising.” 

“We are happy... The 
intifada (uprising) has come 
to stand in the face of Israeli 
massacres,” the govemment- 
nin daily Al Baath said in a 
front page editorial. 

Algeria’s minister of reli- 
gious affairs, Ahmad 
Marani, said during a visit to 
Cairo that “the Jews are 
known not to keep their 
word nor respect conven- 
tions, so it's not strange th^ 
they are not inqilementing 
'agreements reached with the 
F^estinians.” 

In Libya, die uni^ min-, 
istty called on Arabs to sup- 
port “the uprising of the 
Palestinian people for the 
establishment of its rights in 
Palestine and the legitimacy 
of its confrontation against 
die Israeli occupation." 
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Violence in Palestinian territories 
may depress AFM this week 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordanian 
stocks held loi;gely steady 
week with a sharp drop 
in trading last week ^t the 
flare-up in violence in the 
Palestinian territories could 
depress the market this 
week, brokers said Friday. 

The performance of the 
market last week came 
despite investor worries that 
a package of economic legis- 
lation could be delayed ^ a 
result of disputes between 
the goi’ernment and Parlia- 
ment. they said. 

"On the one hand, 
investors are definitely 
encouraged by the convic- 
tion that the government is 
determined to push through 
n- legi.slation and umjnd- 
mciii^ to existing laws." said 
one broker. 

"On the other there are 
w->rries that opposition 
deputies in Parliament could 
SI. ill the endorsement of the 
Icgi.slation because of politi- 
c:D differences with the gov- 
ernment," added the dealer, 
who, like other stockbrokers 


in Jordan, cannot be identi- 
fied by name under standing 
guidelines. 

Among the expected legis- 
lations are laws (hat regulate 
the capital market and offer 
higher incentives to local 
and foreign capital as well as 
protection for investments. 

Expectations of these laws 
and the government's move 
to abolish a proposal for a 
cc^ita! lax were behind the 
recovery that the market saw 
in the last five weeks, the 
brokers noted. 

According to brokers and 
market observers, the bourse 
held steady last week and 
price.s remained at previous 
week’s level despite the anx- 
iety of speculators since "the 
positive .signs in the econo- 
my ore continuing.*' 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), as the bourse is offi- 
cially known, ssud turnover 
for the business week ending 
Thursday was 6.6 million 
dinars, down from the previ- 
ous week's 9.6 million 
dinars. 

The report said 6. 1 miliioo 


shares changed hands under 
4J95 deals concluded dur- 
ing the week, with daily 
average trading dropping to 
1.3 million dinars tomihe 
previous week's 1.9 million 
dinars. 

The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies dosed at 
149.59 points, up 0.1 point 
or 0.07 per cent, the report 
showed. 

Sectoral indices showed 
commercial and financial 
institutions gaining 1.2 per 
cent and service sector 031 
per cent Industrials slipped 
' by 1 .38 per cent and insur- 
ance stocks by 0.29 per 
cent. 

Industrials accounted for 
3.83 million dinars of the 
weekly volume, followed by 
commerda] bariks and finan- 
cial institutions with 1.48 
million ffinars. services sec- 
tor firms with 1.26 million 
dinars and insurance compa- 
nies with 22.000 dinars. 

Stocks of 89 firms were 
involved in the week's busi- 
ness. with 33 companies 
closing with gains. 44 slip- 


ping and 12 remaining 
unchanged. 

Brokers said government 
measures aimed at accelerat- 
ed privatisation of state enti- 
tles and the commerdaUsa- 
tion ahead of eventual pri- 
vatisatitM of monopolies 

had been behind the recov- 
ery of die market to the past 
three weeks despite the 
flare-up in Iraq. 

But, the Ixokers, speaking 
on condition of anonymi^, 
warned that die bout of vio- 
lence in Jerusalem between 
Palestinians and I^aelis was 
bound to have a negative 
impact on the market next 
week. 

'The Jordanian business 
community is very sensitive 
to developments in the 
Palestinitm scene, and one 
could expect a ran traction in 
the market next week," com- 
mented a broi^. 

Tt remains to be seen 
whether the positive signs in 
the market are strong enough 
to withstand the iznp^ and 
check a major plunge in die 
markeL’' 


U.S. provides additional grant 
to Jordan’s water sector 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN - The govern- 
ments of Jordan and the 
U.S. have signed an agree- 
ment under which Wash- 
ington will provide a grant 
of S72 million to support 
the Kingdom's water sec- 
tor. raising die total Ameri- 
can aid todate to the sector 
to S41 million. 

The grant will be used to 
construct wastewater 

treatement facilities in Jor- 
dan and complement the 
Kingdom's stepped-up 

efforts to refiirbish and 
modernise its water net- 
work. 

Other contributors to Jor- 
dan's water sector include 
the European Union (BU), 
individual members of the 
EU on a bilateral basis and 
the Japanese govemmenL 

The latest U.S.-Jordanian 
accord was signed by Infor- 
mation Minister Marwan 
Muasher in his capacity as 
acting planning minister, 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Wesley W. Egan and Lewis 
W. Lucke, (firector of the 


U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
fUSAID), an arm of the 
U.S. govemmeni. 

According to a press 
release issued by the United 
Nations Information Ser- 
vice (USIS). the new agree- 
ment. called the Strategic 
Objective Agreement 
(SOAG), “replaces the 
ongoing water quality and 
conservation project 
launched in 1993." 

“The overall objective of 
U.S. assistance in the water 
sector is to improve the 
quality of water in generaL 
to enhance the efficient use 
and conservation of the 
scarce water resources. 
available, to promote tbe 
efficient recycling of waste 
water to be reused in the 
agricultural and industrial 
sector, to reduce industrial 
pollution of water in tbe 
Zarqa River basin and to 
increase public awareness 
regarding the problems of 
water scarcity and conser- 
vation," it said. 

The accord signed on 
Thursday is among the lat- 


est aid agreements between 
the U.S. and Jordan for the 
American fiscal year 1995 
(Oct. 1. 1995 to Sept. 30. 
1996). Officials said dis- 
cussions were under way 
on further American aid to 
Jordan but definite figures 
would be subject to 
approval by the U.S, Con- 
gress. 

Given the difficulties 
involved in securing direct 
American aid approved by 
Congress. JordM and the 
U.S. are focusing more on 
using Washington's influ- 
ence with its allies as w'ell 
as in the various 
intemarional monetary 
institutions to help (he 
Kingdom, officials say. 

"In fact, such influence is 
more rewarding to Jordan at 
this point in time." said an 
official, recalling the role 
played by the U.S. in vari- 
ous multilateral institutions 
and donors while dealing 
with assistance to the 
Kingdom's economic 
reform programme. 


Violence stirs fears in Israel business sector 


1 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
business community fears 
widening violence l^tween 
Israel and Palestinian self- 
rule areas will scare off for- 
eign investment that had 
been boasted by the peace 
process, analysts have said. 

"There were images of 
shootings, many have been 
killed. If I were a foreign 
inve.stor I would fear things 
ha\e gone back to the bad 
days before the peace 
process or es*en worse than 
that.’* said Sex’er Plocker, 
economic editor and politi- 
cal commentator for the 
daily Yedioch Ahronot 

Plans for economic coop- 
eration between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours would 
also be hurt, he said. 

"Four days ago I would 
have still saicL there was a 
chance for economic co<^- 
eration. Today f have diffi- 
culty believing tlus.*’ he 
added. 

>^ile foreign currency 
trading was not affected by 
the clashe.s. .stocks fell 
sharply with the benchmark 
Mishtanim index of top 100 
shores losing 4.04 per cent 
to 188.62. 


But traders noted that.for- 
eign investors were not sell- 
ing and said some were 
even using ffiis as a buying 
opportuniQr. 

Mr. Plocker said he had 
doubts whether a Middle 
East economic conference 
due to take place in Cairo in 
November would take place 
in li^t of recent events. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak recently threat- 
ened to cancel the Cairo 
conference because of the 
slow pace in implementing 
the p^ce accord with the 
Palestinians. 

“No doubt a new situation 
has arisen. We cannot 
ignore the grave influence 
on tbe economic sphere as 
well. The business sector is 
very worried," Danny 
Gillerman. president of the 
Federation of Israeli Cham- 
bers of Commerce, told a 
Tel Aviv meeting of busi- 
nessmen meant to discuss 
trade issues witii the Pales- 
tinians. 

Only one Palestinian of 
an expected delegation of 
four attended the meeting 
because of the violence. 

Riyad Shihabi, represen- 


tative of the Palestinian 
National Authority in the 
Israeli port of Ashdod, said 
economic relations widi 
Israel have been difficult 
But he added: “I believe if 
there wiU be economic 
cooperation between Israel 
and tbe Palestinians this can 
overcome political prob- 
lems" 

Tbe signing of a peace 
accord with the Palestinians 
in 1993 triggered initiatives 
of economic cooperation 
betw'een Israel and its 
neighbouring countries and 
helped draw investment 

According to data from 
Bank Hs^oalim, real for- 
eign , investments in Israel 
totalJ2:'dl $2.03 billion in 
1995 compared with S604 
million in 1994. During the 
first three months of 1996, 
real foreign Investinents 
totalled S354 million. 

Oded Eran, foreign min- 
istry deputy director gener- 
al for economic affairs, stud 
despite the slower pace of 
the political process coop- 
eration between Israeli 
businessmen and counter- 
parts in Egypt, Jordan, 
Morocco and Tunisia was 


THE Daily Crossword by Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 
1 Pub 

4 Rum cake 
8 Fur trader of old 

13 FDR's dog 

14 Beasts of 
burden 

15 Military action 

16 Take it — 
comes 

17 Lease 

18 Have mercy on 

19 Regale 

22 — up 
(disgusted) 

23 Heckle 

24 Monte — 

26 Greatest in 

number 

29 Looks fixedly 
32 Burrowing 
rodents 
36 Days of old 

38 French city 

39 Sikorsky of 
aviation 

40 Worshipers 

41 Mop 

42 New York canal 

43 Italian river 

44 Diving birds 

45 One of Santa's 
reindeers 

47 Scarlett's home 
49 Ballroom dance 
51 Ashes 
56 Damage 
58 Short 
intermission 
from work 
61 ~ a customer 

63 Shadow 

64 Inter — 

65 Step • 

66 Raison d'— 

67 Waistcoat 
66 Dressing 

69 Want 

70 Crude mineral 
DOWN 

1 Musical count 

2 Dress style 

3 Appraised 

4 Pacific island 

5 Chopped 

6 Flex 
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7 Dido 
6 Declare 

9 Small tasle 

10 Couple’s drink? 

11 Monster 

12 Type of 
instrument 

13 Act the toady 

20 Charily 

21 Mean 
25 Lariat 

27 Shadowbox 

28 Contaminate 

30 Verve 

31 Weeps 

32 Variegated 

33 Taj Mahal site 

34 Orange-flavored 
liqueur 

35 Asian palm 
37 Portico 

40 Slow musical 
movement 
44 Elia 
46 Again! 

48 Staggered 
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50 Frequently 

52 Hired killer 

53 Certain 
fisherman 

54 Erect 

55 Card game for 
three 


56 Bryophyte 

57 Rectangular 
column 

59 Kismet 

60 Land of 
leprechauns 

62 Muscle spasm 


going ahead 

“Economic cooperation is 
obviously influent by 
events and the politick 
process. But things are still 
moviog forward" he said. 

"Just this week we held 
talks wiffi Jordan on trade 
issues. Negc^ations with 
Egypt on Se purchase of 
natural gas are going on and 
the Cairo Middle ^st eco- 
nomic conference ai^sarent- 
ty will stiU take 
ptace...There is no severing 
of ties," he added. 

The peace process has 
also led to Israeli compa- 
nies investing in its Arab 
neigh bouis. 


Midor, an Egyptian- 
Israeli consortium, plans to 
build a SI. 2 billion oil 
refinery in Alexandria, 
Egypt. 

Jordan's Arab Potash Co. 
has begun shipping potash 
with Israel's Dead Sea 
Works and signed a memo- 
randum of understanding 
with Dead Sea Bromine to 
set up a $50 million 
bromine plant on Jordan’s 
side of the Dead Sea. 

Israel’s Caniel Can Co. 
said it was opening a facto- 
ry in Jordan wjth an 
unnamed Jordanian partner. 


THE BETTER HALF. 




By Glasbergen 



"According to this survey, 40% think 
modem math education is inadequate 
and the other 80% think it*s fine." 


Syria permits hard 
currency bank accounts 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syri- 
ans can now open hard cur- 
rency bank accounts with- 
out having to disclose the 
source of tiieir funds, bank- 
ing sources and govern- 
ment officials said. 

A new government 
decree effective from 
Wednesday allows hard 


currency accounts which 
pay five per cent interesi if 
funds are deposited for 
more than three months. 

Officials said tbe decree 
would pave the way for the 
return to Syria of millions 


fContinned on page 9} 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAM. 
by Henri Arnold md Mke AnUrio 
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THE CA3 PRIVER 
HAP THIS WHILE 
WMTIN& FOR 
A FARE. 

Now arrange the drefed leBers lo 


J' mill IT-: 


Ybeterday’s 


(AnsMra tomorrowl 

Jumbles: PLUME HENCE FABLED EXCITE 
Answr A concreie contractor tries to — 

CEMENT THE DEAL 



HOROSC<«PE 7^ 
FORECAST FORSitt:- 
URDAY SEPTBMBQt^ 
.28,1996 

B\ Thomas S. Pier^n, 
Astrologer, Canvi, . 

Righier Foiindatm • : 

ARIES: (March 2] 

.April 19) This is 
today to get into activities' 
which you have long pn^ 
crastinated and .malte 
effort to g£t them comply.' 
ed. Learn to be ssik. 
industrious in the days 
uhead so that you can 
quite successful. 

TAURUS: (April 20> ip 
May 21) Some invesdg^ 
tion today into what ca 
help you make progress is 
wise at this time. Try ^ 
make new allies later this 
evening so that you can 
have new resources to 
back on when the 
arises, which could, be 
soon. 

GEMINI: (May 2i m 
June 21 ) Study ioioreporb 
today so that they are han- 
dled accurately and ia a 
efficient manner. Do some- 
thing practical later tins 
evening which will ple^' 
your mate and make tfahi 
time enjoyable for.bod] of 
you in the days tdread. ' . 
MOON CEOLDRENr 
(June 22 to July 21) Take 
time today to converse 
with outside fellow assocL 
ates who have scane ideas 
for you to prasper on a new- 
metbod of operation. Han- 
dle some public affiur later, 
this evening whidi you 
have been avoiding and. 
which need to be ccv^tlet- 
ed. . 

LEO: ( July 22 to August 
21.i This is an ideal day 
today to analyse how wefi 
you luve been keepii^ 
promises to others. .^Do. 
something for fellow a^' 
dates which will help 
them to complete an 
intportant new project 
without too much anxiety 
oi‘ stress. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 12} This is 
godd day today to improve 
OD hoboes 'Which please 
you and thereby relieve the 
stress you might be ondec 
Know what it is that your 
mate wants of you later 
this evening and provide It 
to him or her for peace of 
mind. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You have 
domestic chores to hao^ 
today so do them precise^ 
and in such a fashion that 
you will please you loved 
ones. Treat friends n'tedy 
and be bappy with foem 
later tonight in recreational' 
activities which evetytKie' 
enjoys. 

SCORPIO:. (October... 23 
to November 2 Ij Get sbi^' 
ping and otiier errandi' 
handled early today, so tii^ 
you will have mofe.time to 
relax with yodr loved ones^ 
Later in the days ahead 
take Hide ups to see ybur 
close friends and &we.^ 
som e fun times togeffite;- 
SACnTARIUS; 
(November 22 to Decdon: 
her 21) This is a fineT^'^ 
today for studying yojas 
property and devising' a 
method of operation', 
increase its beau^ and. 
financial value. Look 
ways on how to make 
money hi the days Atfiad 
for yqa and > your love^ 
ones. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem-J 
ber 22 to January • 
Gaining personal aims "rtm 
easy today with the' as^;^ 
tance of a knowledgeal^ 
person who has 
answers to you ciisea: 
questions. Be with pers^^ 

you like later this evenh 
and put more h ummir Inl 
your life. • ' 

AQUARIUS: . (Januaty '2 
to Febaiary 19) Qia 
personal tasks today;: 
coT^jleie whatever 
pressir^ .to . yemr 
activities. You rhate-. n^ 
riequire labour from 
Jatcr this evenings so' 
be Fcluciaot tthefyiem 
be handsomely reward^*.,. 
PISCES: (FebniaQ^ >26'|i 
March 20j This is 
day today to see 
friends' and. so 
will make diem, hk 
^d more deyoicd.to.^ 

Later this ev ening - wi^:j 
.quite prosperous 
loved ones since' yout&^ 
enlisted the assistance 
bigwig. . 

*. ■ 

BirtbstoBfc of Septe^ 

ben Sapphire ^ La^ 

/yiTA 


4 


















*«yr September 



Business & Finance 


i * 


Jordan Times, Saturday, September 28 , 1996 


(.>> 



''aciV! i 

V i 

»**-■» ; 

t **'. I 

lit f 

‘•X-a-. j 

k}^ (• ' I 

{.. ] 

t, 1 FT. 

I 

JllC. f < 

N* ; 

.? j».,- ; 

iu •... : 

'•/t!.-. 

• ■** r ; • 

ti'K (? I • 

Hr!.*;- 


a.):.' 

tvj . 




/] 

I 

1 


^KlS.s 




v'xhaxvczax. km«kbx 

BoreiRC BUS efiH'ui mocm; - iiosiutvx 
. SSU^yttHil <47171 / <S719| 

oKunBD ■unxsT sbabzmc \cstvinr fqr »a mios t 2 i/e*,-w< - 

wnxv wag 



!<; V 


WRZNC US LAST 
3 WflK 

LOW 


eoBJurr xxxs 


aiSB 


7M.0OO 231.000 UlAA QJUnt 

3-OSO 1.040 niws OP »«3A|i 

I. 0«9 .100 HU.Bin IHV.BX. 

J. 300 ?.‘J0 IKStsriUK. DSl'.SE. 

4. 100 tKS HQUOUe BXi 

3.7ZO ?.«>0 lOft.mqtsx BAMR 

-OlO JM.OtU BAKE 
3.600 S COO JMAB JOA.ur/.|», 

3-?io a. 9^0 TOR. isLAHia aAMi 

-v>® l.Sju uHxos u.uv.'iTr. 

9»64o 3.10Q «a.rwr. 7 in.Biw> 

3. <00 2.110 BrT.ix-Kir {beidod 

• 380 .aoQ i.*cour a*M> iwv. 

1.440 i.iog >stiJCgL.:y.».n. 


Pft 

»SV 

« 0 . «r 
comucT 

«0. W 
SJUAES 
fXBCurn 

VAC4TZ 

7RA0RII 

3t 

afSWCWC RISK 

PMCX 

IMI 

CLOoxao 

OKlMr 3V8MC1 fBBRWER 
HftRMT SIUMO 
HUCB 

13.4 

1.43 

14 

760 

572750 

241,00 344.00 

241.00 

249.90 • c 

1.50 

203. M3 

.0X4 

30.9 

Q.M 

11 

J5S4 

9604 

3.45 

3.4S 

3.40 

2.03 . 

.00 

3.034 

.020 

,'».5 

Q.oe 

474 

5iS0Ub 

99B55S 

■*.«» 

1.31 

1.00 

I.IS T 

.10 

1.143 

5.256 

5.2 

4.36 

5 

29 /b 

91IC 

9.95 

*491 

2.:0 

2.21 - 

0«4 

9.320 

6X0 

13.x 

7.7* 

5 

3L1R> 

105892 

5.0J 

9.04 

4.30 

a .»0 - 

.vs 

4.953 

.001 

19.7 

0.00 

39 

15177 

94449 

’.74 

2.72 

2.70 

2.72 » 

.(U 

2.705 

.115 

Sr7 

7.J7 

57 

J033S 

39350 

.»4 

.50 

.95 

.95 - 

.01 

.943 

.1»1 

15.3 

0.00 

1 

!sae 

3405 

3.40 

3.46 

3.40 

3.46 

- 

l.4»4 

.016 

18.0 

6.00 

hO 

imt 

1X449 

3.5D 

3.81 

3.15 

3.T5 - 

.09 

9.707 

.411 

U5.2 

V.QO 

0 

15399 

21665 

l.<0 

1.04 

1.59 

1-42 - 

.02 

1.9*4 

.101 

19.9 

O.DO 

i? 

3<54 

137)4 

3.50 

3. 84 

3.40 

3.00 

- 

j.;29 

.037 

l.J 

5.51 

31 

S534 

I35l4 

3.24 

2.22 

2. *4 

*.14 - 

.04 

2.197 

.304 

- 

7.00 

156 

349366 

129444 

.u 

•6 

.54 

.34 - 


.IM 

2.321 

• 

0.00 

■ • 1 

225555 

355VM 

1.39 

1.44 

1.3* 

5.05 * 

.22 

1.4C5 

2.214 


-3 MJv: 


'■• Hi[.l 


Bares s t 

C T 0 R 



1446 

1102291 

:441046 

7K0n 

HUfCUk 

t 1*9.94 

CMUiao ■■ 1.362 

2.7SO 7.706 

nvxub UlSUfUUKE 

IX. 3 

4.40 

1 

2S«IO 

1925 

9.39 

1.37 

2.»* 

4.7i - 

.65 2.334 .147 


2691 ntcacH aisus. 

4.2 

9.17 

1.- 

2250 

4440 

:.24 

1 36 

2.-9 

3.&0 - 



AlUUI LXrt XRCUb 

7.3 

9.29 

9 

5006 


X.05 



^.44 . 



JOHSMK C3L9 TOSUE. 

4.4 

9.21 

1 

250 

774 

:.94 

3.44 

2.04 

2.B4 

2.944 .6» 

XMsoaabse 

5 * r T 0 9 



ZQ 

16030 

32:i4 

ZKwRA irjjaeo 

■ ir: 

0^4 

4XUISS 4.11.' 


1.440 
«.7»g 
1.520 
2.3U 
(.040 
(.»00 
£.470 
I.SIO 
.»»0 
• 710 
1.040 
3.SOO 
2.Z20 

:.i!»e 

I.AIO 


1.&30 
O^ISQ 
:.47n 
9.350 
4.900 
4.400 
:.3oe 
l.lOu 
• 000 
.bio 

1 .7jn 
1.22A 
1.040 
1.000 
.yea 


JOa.BLtCEKSO MOt. 
JRR.BOTSl TonilSR 
OtBZD ELMUZem 
■MR RUSiUtDl 
9BCZX. VnniKO rSD. 
AitAB srxL.wrBLS 
Ami'Pivu iiZHsa 
BAXL. FOXTrar.^C 

lUAL SSTATT nr.-. 
JORMUI tsrn. TRAD. 
KZO. EASE BV.UA 
AUB 2ZL-l»S-.l9UC. 
SAHtAA OWCITIOM 
UKIP’EO CO. 
vv!ox bum nrv. 


11.2 

19.4 
•j.i 

■ 1 H 

:<-3 
17, < 

If. 2 
.4.9 

75.5 

'.a. 4 

9.7 


/.41 

i.«a 

_•.?< 

S.4* 

4.90 

7.94 

U.OU 

J.9Q 

O.OD 

).0A 

r-.i7 
9.;e 
a.«. 
a. 30 


li 

2b 

114 


2 

01 

C« 


14)77 

74244 

93)0 

4«4 

1833 

4>930 

9000 

*1)4S 

*375 

9200 

?90 

34100 

aaaso 

4070 

17R23 


14:7(0 

s414)» 

7093 

l<» 

lUf 

2344b4 

'7443 

6iii3 

<14: 

£34v 

119)41 

J04VJ 

4974 

147J4 


1.04 

0.7S 

1.4: 

a.i- 

e.O' 

4.4f 

1.4J 

I. 3« 
.01 
.»t 

!•/: 

J. 4£ 
:.i7 
‘..hi 


.47 

.14 

.ot 

.93 

.29 

.9; 


-•9 

.94 


t.(£ 

*.“• 

1.43 
r.47 
4.CC 

:.ri 

2.44 

1.23 

. 0 . 

.4^ 


_.«4 

.*1 


2.(2 

9.00 

:.4« 

3.4? 

<.o: 

£.92 


.44 

1.74 

3.4* 

1..9 

i.;i7 


■ 03 
.29 
.01 


- »2 
.3. 
uj 


1.441 .970 

0. 949 .749 

1.477 .ilrl 
..471 .224 

(.lOl .AM 
4.999 .427 

4 914 170 

*..294 : 0)9 
.419 .029 

.491 2-t 

1. >4. .o:& 

2.442 .lit 

l.:92 .741 

l.«4: .297 

.930 .997 


OZHViCEE 


s r <• r «j * 


23.744 

a.fio 

3.220 

5.090 

0. J43 
7.i9C 
1.470 
2.390 
7.190 

1. ani) 
(-15^ 
3.1 fO 
1.006 
3.050 

x.oae 

5.0DC 

3.554 

.«jc 

1.290 

.700 

1.100 

.9»'7 

7.490 

4.440 

-920 

1.400 

*..9<0 

:.9'.a 

iioao 

2.040 

1.240 

1.180 


.cEO.jflo.T'cicv’ce' 4 e:o. 
.a'.o joA. csiae: rta, 
.BG9 TOCt.OlWSPBAn ItSTRS 
.470 RMS P4XUE CO. 

.390 200. OKfteL.hAOXwuBr 

• >'•0 TOfOAII 71»!34B 
.740 V-93U3 3K&V43HS<S 

■ ••99 JKKStUZAZ. eO*OI.AC3i. 
050 33P.WCR5TIB RlUX 
.456 MnS >KMOl. JOVift 
.000 jgR.csMwtis ih:i< 

100 jcttata ulU) 

.800 jcr..ri^By MyrcT. 

• 4f'i ■•-••■ *■•*' Hiazva 

• 400 UAtlA :JIPl<379;2S. 

.9i'0 34K USI.V1 f 

.443 A9AS W.7M. :m 
.501 Lr.lSTCiC* • rvMTH: 
,257 ACiAO FAFLP Icr.'.TTX'. 

,<i4 w.iiaitu. 2 M&S. 

,744 iarrEuisi.o£?9<‘..r"<ru 
«*4 TOR. Roeneer ’.>9. 
iJHi,' t.'KTV.CSr.W.** 

,4t0 AIAOBIR 

.490 TOR. . ■ b 

,190 AUa PRXRJ'.'TIEM. 

,586 mr.*. AOaM.TWSf. 

,146 TO«.n7>6.R£SA*»eS9 
,956 20ft. ItSK CAfilZ K. 
,910 n .txv RZA3T UZAk 
,n« Its. »«AC» 

,144 *,‘SXOS SK. «. VA. 


SHDV87RXA1 


0 S C T C 8 


e « A ■ s 


X 9 T A L 




sao 

342446 

1623492 

3*58)1 

HUHS27I 

< X13.42 

mu>es 1- 

3.207 

14. X 

M • *M 

3 

47 

93« 

24.05 

lo.eo 

19.54 

’9.60 - 

-*5 

10.410 

.414 

1^4* 

J 9?1> 

65 

37173 

134404 

2.23 

3.1) 

3.17 

1.34 . 

.43 

2.233 

.-141 

15, u 

3.60 

4^ 

?657’ 

4’037 

5.12 

-3.44 

3.7f 

3.23 - 

12 

2.359 

.247 

14. < 

J.4I 

19 

“7^47 

13023 

9.76 

5.«6 

5.95 

5. 51 * 

.34 

^.4-4 

.06) 

Pi4 

0.51 

47 

S577 

31944 

».2.< 


5.26 

0...: 

- 

9.3*.9 

.60* 

7.; 


• 

' 720 

340> 

-.15 

•.Ik 

1.25 

; .76 • 

.os 

*.3*n 

.93)“ 


. .oc 

34 

747J6 

349J3 

1 

e * 

;.i2 

1.4: . 

.04 

X.4«t 

3 471 

-9><4 

3.39 

27 

4644 

44’S 


2.4*. 

:.i5 

2.19 - 

.44 

3.91* 

.7*7 


3.'.. 

X7 

4330 

39949 

3.1V 

-.16 

1.10 

J :: 


7.C-67 

.164 

:».£ 

^.|SC 

"S 

:57;4 

S4419 

4.45 

3.4« 

3.1* 

3 •? - 

.no 

2.910 


■.4 

4.X7 

^ c 

11. 

1605 

1.38 

£.tO 

4.60 

4. T • 

02 

<.4*3 

.Via 

:3.7 


13 

3044 

*/!• 

3. 15 

2.15 

7.19 

3.i; 

- 

2.195 

.211 

7.3 

1.7v 

i 

106. 

191.:. 

l.hi 

t.O* 

1.70 

X -3 - 


:.?49 

.022 

«.• 

11. j; 

c 

450 

1191 


2.45 

3.45 

2.42 - 

.12 

1.45: 

.2*9 

« , 1 

c.g« 

% 

i;00 

<724 

*..$> 

1 Se 

1.47 

1.49 - 

.35 

* 407 

0 IJt 

mi a 

c. tx 

74 

126— 

19«4 

4.»5 

4.99 

4.93 

4.0: . 

.96 

4.691 

?•« 

4.1) 

5. '5 

1? 

$*.59 

lani 

3.2* 

3.6; 

J.5U 

2.97 . 

^ 0 

1.54: 

.105 

• 

o.Or 


1464501 

2;s4ni 

.01 

.75 

.83 

•t - 

♦ • 

0-0 

*3.024 

^9? 

5.)3 

36 

13790 

;7.i2 

J >4 

s :* 

• 3*> 



..252 

.105 

9.9 

♦ .73 

U4 

eV9UV 

19769 


.0* 

43 


.42 

.447 

:.4*« 

• 

«.6C 

51. 


24*32 

t *5 

X 

: :« 

• .. • 


l.ltS 

.374 

HI. 2 

<. 

21 

I44S6 

13133 

96 

*4 

6a 

•* • 

.01 

.019 

.4«^ 

*4.9 

V.6b 

66 

19671 

4773<! 

7-40 

1 >* 

..'i 

2.3. • 

.73 

’.*41 

1.222 

22.7 

:.«x 

i 

106 

474 

4.44 

« 34 

4 24 

4.34 • 


4.34* 

.’2» 

- 

C.66 

21 

7366 

*7U 

.09 

.44 

.94 

.45 - 

.94 

.*’0 

.100 

24.9 

V > V4 

46 

:445l 

34643 

1 4’ 

1.44 

t.41 

1.43 . 

.44 

1 427 

.261 

4.x 

;.,74 

39 

11456 

19464 

.-31 

• •'*4 

1.47 

;.«7 

.74 

1 -39 

.299 

14.: 

W.V4 

13’ 

*7AH1 

104334 

1.47 

1.4. 

1.42 

J.4$ • 

.03 

1.442 

.06- 

24.4 

u,vO 

39 

l^xso 

:5144 

1.06 

:.oo 

.90 

.60 - 

.42 

.044 

.1*2 

UO.r 

k.uo 

14 

17332 

33766 

1.9$ 

i.t«> 

1.01 

1.9$ • 

.10 

2.244 

.260 

2..1 


03 

4;:971 

40641 



3.15 

1.10 - 

.01 

-.191 

.43A 

f* • 


1 

390 


*.1« 

1.14 

1.14 

1.14 


}.I4A 

.010 



1644 

2000437 

3117655 

UMX 

twahlA 

t 112. 

,92 

CKhiBitr f 

1.20* 



3101 

443&991 

544474? 

ZKTBX 

MVnOIM 

1 14*. 

.36 

mMKS 4* 

0.012 


Syrian pound slightly devalued 

(Continued from page 8) 


of dollars of Syrian money 
cunently being deposited in 
banks in neighbouring 
Lebanon and Jordan. 

The decree allow.s hard 
cuEiency to be transferred 
abroad provided it is used 
for medical treatment edu- 
cadon, or payment for 
books, newspaper subscript 
tions and similar non-com- 
mercial purposes, the 
decree said. 

Meanwhile. Syria slight- 
ly devalued the official 
exchange rate of the Syrian 
pound, fixed for years at 42 
pounds to the U.S. dollar, to 
encourage a shift from the 
black m^et into the offi- 
cial market financial 
sources said. 

Syrian banks, all owned 
and operated by the govern- 
ment will apply a dollar 
rate of 43.5 pounds for buy- 
ing and 44 pounds for sell- 
ing. The previous rate wa.s 


42 pounds for buying and 

43 pounds for selling. 

Financial sources said tlic 

adjustment of the so-called 
“encouragenieni'* or paral- 
lel rate that covers over 80 
per cent of dealings, was 
aimed at narrowing the gap 
w'ith the black market rate 
which ranges between 48 
and 50 pounds to a dollar. 

They said the new adjust- 
ment. which leaves little 
margin between buying and 
selling, was also aimed at 
allowing exporters to earn 
more when they change 
their bard currency ai 
banks. Under existing law. 
exporters can retain 75 per 
cent of their hard currency 
earnings to finance their 
operations but the rest must 
be changed into Syrian 
pounds. 

The sources said Econo- 
my and Foreign Trade Min- 
ister Mohammad Imadi had 
issued a decree allowing 
bank.s to pay interest to Syr- 


ian business clients who 
deposit their hard currency 
earnings from export- 
import operations for at 
least three months. Interest, 
at a rale of live per cent, 
will be paid in hard curren- 
cy. Economic sources .said 
the moves were pun of the 
countr>'’s elTons to reform 
the economy which has 
adopted socialist policies 
for years. They said the 
government siiil intended 
to proceed with its plan to 
unilS’ the various exchange 
rates of the pound into one 
rale which will be applied 
to all types of dealings. 

This will e\eniually 
include the official rate of 
11.2 pounds to u dollar 
which Is being used for a 
ver)' limited number of 
transactions, and the cus- 
toms rate of 23 pounds to a 
dollar which is used to cal- 
culate customs dudes. 
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'^review of news from the Jfra6i'c press 

IkiRSIMWMRIX&CSISSHBNMIllWMNiMBMMMIMRRnnSSi^^ 

Jordan Export Development and 
Commercial Centres Corporation 
helps food industries overcome 
problems 

** THE FOOD industries suffer from many prob- 
lems most important of which are the specifica- 
tiwjs and standards, productivity, processing 
methods, availability of technical and marice^g 
information, packing and packaging and the lim- 
ited q)ecialised and* technicaJ human resouices, 
Mohammad Hal^qah, director-general of the 
Jordan Export Development and Commercial 
Centres Corporation, told a seminar recently. 

He highlighted the importance of tlie food 
industries by indicating that tliere are 437 plants 
havin® JD146 niiJlion of investments and employ- 
ing about 12,000 workers. Exports of ^ food 
industries have reached JDlOO million. Dr. 
Halayqah said. - , . . . 

Due to the importance of this industrial sector, 
Dr. HeJayqa said the corporation has adopted a 
number 0 ? developmental projects- to help the 
food industries resolve thefr problems and boost 
their competitive capabilities in non-traditional 
markets such as Nor* America, Western ^ 
Eastern Europe and the Commonwe^th of mde- 

pendeni States . ... r u 

Dr. Halayqah explained that the focus of these 

projects was on the healtli and the characteristics 
of fiis sector as well as the quality of the prod- 
ucts, the packing and the packaging and oth^ 
Quality systems. In addition, the empnasis would 
cover productivity, production costs, raarketmg 
c^jabin*^'^* snri the e.xDerience and qualiiications 

0 


apabilities and the e.xperience and qt 
ifthe personnel working in these industnes. 

TTie ofrector-general noted that the^rppration 
has implemented two of the projects. The fiKt, he 
said, aimed at developing the m^keung efficien- 
cies in the sector ana the second stressed mgher 
Quality of food products through extending nn^- 
cial and technical support to five food rnd^mes 
help them apply the HACCP system which is 
nsitfered the most ii^tunt of quaht 


to 
consi 


-.w Of 

systems. According to Eir. Halayqah, p^araoons. 
are under way for an intensive training pro- 


^riu th? sco^ln packing and packa^g 
(Ai Aswaq). 
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•Ir JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shopj^ 
6th circle, Amman 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 610606 - 810609 
Fax: 810620 / 


SnJMOHAIG 

Profesrionil Qalityj ia 
1 Hour Service 

Oevelq) yottr' eoloar filio $t 
our shop aod fet:- 

• jummo 

9^39% 


Frmm mmtmrw 
MC JOx JOOB 


ShBifiieni I paa. GriiMflayi 
Bank. Phooe: wil042 
Sivefieb tel: 8Z3891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



G SERVICES 

BYBLOS 

829882-829883 




EAL CSTArE 


FOR 
I RENT 

.| ^ Doiuxo ViiUs 
9 Apnanmonis 




in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 





HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE WEAL .4DDSESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
{expatriates A FAMIUES 
S/iVCS/PJS 

( SPECIAL PRICES ^ 

I FOR LONGTERM - STAY j 


-ABDOLN- 

TEL. 81U150. FAX 827U3 


\ WE SEND 
FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 




( Interflora Membenbip ) 
* Fresh & Dr}' Flowers 
Produedon & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


Um Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

Telefax :( 811395 ) 


i 


'i 




FOR YOUR 



Abdoun - Tel: 819564 

Mobil Phone -(079) 29339 


U-SAVE 


BiPi r 

BOUflQtJE 

The best of N.Y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahdn 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

Tei; 858-989: 

Kext to Amra Hotet^ 


^ateAwUe 
S«94tf £ Salada 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Far 898537 

XTstun Uthaina 
beUnd San Rock 
Hotel 


CROWfll HOTS. 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOl 


* TENNIS COURT 

* HEALTH CLUB 

* SAUNA a JACU. 


Tel: 756180 
Radio & tv station RD. 



SURO 

ooujur 


laHTAOUl 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel.^%m 



ALHASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 


'Lariiiiii* ihf. to serve you, 
Kach cud evirv lime. 


Call 858874 / 5 



Offices for rent in an orient central hmtion 
^eas 12bfaNL^squa^|^ets 
Paitlttoned & operB^ceefRdes.aBBHenlflnishing . 

Immediate deflvery . Ftates to be determined after Inspection 


Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 




Leonardo da Vinci 
Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Eetabliahed 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
■■ ■ tdcisted in Amman 
"Financial Oistdet 
Shmeisan-r 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservafon Required 




Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Siishi 















10 Sports 



Leeds 
casualty 
rate soars 


Midcoto Kobayashi, director-general of the Nagano Olympic Organising Committee, 
speaks 'daring a news conference at his office in Nagano. The International Ski 
flederation (inS) has been pushing to have the start of the men's downhill course 
rtised to an altitude of 1,800-metre from its current 1,680-metre, but Kobayashi 
refused again with environmentai reason, saving that would put it into a national 
park (Reuters photo) . 


Nagano ’98 organisers 


ponder security measures 


NAGANO (AFP) — Organisers of the J998 
Nagano Winter Olympics have promised to 
enforce security measures despite the 
harsh lessons of the tombing at the Atlanta 
Summer Games in July. 

**lt is hard to imagine that such a thing 
would happen in Japan," Makoto 
Ifobay^i. director general of the Nagano 
Olympic Oiganising Conunitiee (NAOC), 
said lliursday. 

“But we have requested the police to woric 
out counter-measures, taking into account 
the bombing incident in Atlanta," he added. 

The pipe-bomb blast at the Centennial 
Olympic Park on July 27 left two dead and 
112 injured and led to stringent security 
checks for journalists and spectators. *nie 
measures resulted in angry scuffies and 
widesjxead embarrassmenL * 

No one has been charged with the arrack, 
althou^ a security gu^ at the park was 
initially treated as a suspect 
. "As Japanese people do not like such 


things," Kobayashi said, "we would like to 
enforce soft security measures, not too con- 
spicous, befitting a sports festival." 

However, a nerve-gas attack on the Tokyo 
subway by the Aum Doomsday Cult last 
■ year has debunked Japan's image as a ter- 
rorism-free country. Fire-bomb attacks by 
leftist radicals have long been a headache 
for Japanese police. 

The NAOC sent 50 people to observe the 
centennial Olympics where straying and 
unpunctual buses, many driven by out-of- 
towners and non-profe.ssionals, wem among 
the biggest operational glitches. 

NAOC will employee trained profession- 
als to run 1,300 shuttle buses for 3,000 
competitors and officials from about 60 
countries. Kobayashi said. A media pack of 
about 7,000 is expected to cover the event. 

He added that the NAOC also planned to 
hire 1,300 cars to be driven mainly by 
trained volunteers. 


Wright attacks Pleat 


Kin^ pays $9 miUion 
for Lewis title fight 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal striker Ion Wright could face 
tbe wrath of the Football Association after an extraordi- 
nary attack on Sheffield Wednesday manager David Pleat 


Wrirtt reportedly branded pleat "a pervert" after the 
Wednesday boss protested to the FA for two alleged inci- 


dents involving the Arsenal forward in the recent 
Preroieiship game at Highbury which the Gunners won 4- 
1. Pleat cali^ for an inquiry after Wright was caught on 
television pulling the deadlocks of Wednesday's 
Dutchman. Regi Blinker, and stamping on Yugoslav 
defender Dejan Stefanovic. But Wright, who *niursday 
was put on stand-by for England's World Cup qualifying 
mateh against Poland at Wembley on October 9, denies the 
accusations. "He can do what he likes. He can report me 
to the FA. but I just ask why is he doing it." Wright told 
the Daily Mail. "But if I do have to appear at the FA. 1*11 
have my say about David Pleat. He’s a pervert — and you 
print that" Wright was referring to newspaper revela- 
tions nine years ago that Pleat was cautioned by police 
three times for kerb-crawling. The publicity forced him to 
resign as Tottenham manager. The FA. who have been sent 
a video of the game by Pleat were today considering 
Wright's reined conunems before deciding whether to 
lake any action. 


Royle charged by FA 


LONDON (AFP) — Everton manager Joe Royle was 
Friday chafed by the Football Association with bringing 
the game into disrepute. The FA acted following com- 
ments Royle made to referee David Elleray last weekend 
after the English Premiership match against Blackburn. 
Everton got a point from a I - 1 draw at Ewood Park, but 
Rt^le was furious at seeing striker Duncan Ferguson sent 
off for dissent in the final minutes of the match. He has 14 
days in which to respond and indicate whether he would 
like a personal hearing. Royle is the second premiership 
manager this week to be hauled up on a disrepute charge. 
Coventry boss Ron Atkinson, along with his assistant 
Gordon Strachon. is also on tbe carpet after incidents dur- 
ing a match with Chelsea in Augu.st. 


Carson still in intensive care 


LONDON (AFP) — Willie Carson remained in intensive 
pre m hospital Friday, a week after suffering serious 
injury in a frightening incident at Newbury. A spokes- 
woman for the North Hampshire Hospital in Basing.stoke 
said this morning: ‘‘Mr. Cai^on's condition is unchanged. 
He is still in the intensive care unit," The 53-year-old jock- 
ty was admitted to the hospital after being hurt in the pad- 
dock at Newbury last Friday. He was kicked in the stom- 
ach by his intended mount Meshhed and is being treated 
for severe liver injuries. 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
American promoter Don 
King snapp^ up the World 
Boxing Council heavy- 
weight championship 
match Mike Tyson turned 
his back on when he bid $9 
million Thursday. 

Britain's former WBC 
heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis, whom 
Tyson had refused to fight, 
will probably tackle Oliver 
McCall on November 9. 
WBC president Jose 
Sulaiman said when he 
announced the result of the 
purse offers. 

That is the some day 
Tyson is scheduled to put 
his World Boxing 
Association title on the line 
against Evander Holyfield 
in Las Vegas. 

King bid $9,152,992 
while Lewis's backers, 
Pannix. submitted 

$6,151,000. 

Lewis had to wait for a 
chance to regain (he wbc 
title he lost to McCall in 
September 1994 while first 
fellow Brtion Frank Bruno 
and then Tyson claimed the 
crown. 

Lewis's manager Frank 
Maloney, present for the 
opening of the bids, said: 
"I'm absolutely amazed, 
Don King has given Lennox 
another big pay day." 

King was obliged to pay 
Lewis, the leading WBC 
contender, four million dol- 
lars in compensation for 
Standing aside while Tyson 
fought bnice seldon for the 
WBA title on September 7 
when Tyson won in the first 
round. 

Lewis vowed: "Vm going 
to win the title and bring it 
back to 601010 ." 

His chance comes cour- 
tesy of Tyson's decision to 


take on former undisputed 
champion Holyfield for the 
WBA title ahead of Lewis, 
the official WBC chal- 
lenger. 

Maloney believes Tyson 
will eventually have to fight 
Lewis. 

"Mike Tyson w^nts to 
take some easier roures." 
Maloney claimed. 

"But maybe after that 
he'll realise that the |HJblic 
want to see him in a real 
fight and then he’ll come to 
the table to take on Lennox 
Lewis, as long as Lennox 
stays undefeated up until 
Iheo." 

Lewris could malre his bid 
(o regain the WBC heavy- 
weight crown on British 
soil after ail. 

Although King earned the 
rights for the the 

.American promoter may 
decide to stage tbe contest 
for the vacant title between 
Lewis and McCall in 
England. 

"King has got seven days 
to tell us where he intends 
to stage the fight," Lewis's 
promoter. Panos Elaides. 
told BBC radio. 

"The only chance be has 
of making any money is to 
bring the fight to England.'' 

ling's original intontion 
was to stage the fi^t on the 
Tyson bill in Las Vegas on 
November 9. 

However, Elaides telicws 
that McCall will need more 
lime to get fit 
"A more likely date is 
December 6 ," he added. 
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European Cup Winners’ Cu 


Red Star draw Barcelona big-spenders 


LONDON (AFP) — New 
Leeds manager George 
Graham has extended his 
search for replacements to 
continental Etirt^ as tbe 
casual^ rate at tbe English 
Premiership club soars. 

If Andy Gray's calf injury 
rules the young winger out 
at Leicester on Saturday 
Leeds will be without eight 
members of their firac leam 
squad. 

Ian rush and Mark 
Hateley have still not 
recovered from hamstring 
and ankle injuries, respec- 
tively, while long tenn 
absentees include Brian 
Deane, Tony Yeboafa, Tony 
Dorigo, John Pemberton 
and Lee Bowyer. 

After their League Cup 
win at Darlington. Leeds 
are chasing tireir first 
Premier League vicuxy 
under Graham. 

Sunderland hand a 
Premiership debut to Lee 
Howey for Saturday's 
match against Arsenal at 
Highbury. 

Howey takes over in cen- 
tral defence for Richard 
Ord, who is serving a one- 
match ban after being sent 
off at derby. 

Last season's leading 
goal scorer Craig Russell 
will continue to deputise 
for injured record signing 
NialJ (^izm and Michael 
Gray, rested for tbe mid- 
week League Cup win over 
Watford, replaces Martin 
Smith in mi^eld. 


GENEVA lAFP) — Red 
Star Belgrade, who needed 
extra-time to overcome 
German second division 
sl^ Kaiserslautern on their 
return to international com- 
petition after a four-year 
absence, have drawn 
Spanish giants Barcelona in 
the European Cup Winners' 
Cup. 

Bobby Robson's multi- 
million dollar Barcelona 
side scraped through 
against Cypriot opponents 
AEK Lamaca in the first 
round and need to improve 
against the 1993 European 
champions from 

Yugoslavia. 

English Le^e leaders 
Liverpool, inspired by 
Czech Republic forward 
Patrik Ber^, were drawn 
against Swiss side Sion, 
who overran Niva Vinnitsa 
of Ukraine 6-0 on aggregate 
in tbe first round. 

Former French interma- 
tional midfielder Philippe 
Vercruysse. a former team- 
mate of ( 2 antona at 
Olympique Marseille and 
Nimes. is Sion's biggest 
star. 

Holders Paris Sl 
G ermain, yet to concede a 
goal in any competition this ' 
season, may have that 
record test^ by Hakan 
Suker when they play 
Galatasaray of Turkey. 

French third division side ‘ 
Nimes, who overcame 
Kispest Honved, 13-times 
Hungarian champions, in 
the first round, were pitted 
against AIK Stockholm. 

Italian Cup Winners 
Fiorentina and Sparta 
Prague, who both edged 
through the first round, 
clash in what could be 
another close tie. 

Newcastle United's liking 
for high-risk ventures 
should be put to the rest 
against Ferencvaros.in the 

t^FA Cup 

Tbe Hungarian's, caine 
through 5-3 on aggregate 
against Olympialros of 
Greece while Kevin 
Keegan's side had a four- 
goal. win in England to 
thank after losing tbe return 
leg 2-1 to Swedish part- 
rimers Halmstads. 

Valencia, who knocked 
out holders Bayern Munich 
in tbe first round, were 
drawn against Slavia Prague 
of tbe Czech Republic. 

Slavia were impressive 5- 
2 aggregate winners over 
MaJmo of Sweden in tbe 
first round. 

SV Hamburg, who put 





A;- 








Jerome Leroy (centre) of Paris Saint Germain trips over Harry Zedi (left) of FC 
Vaduz as Patrick Hefti fright) watches during early action in their Cup Winners* Cop 
match (Reuters photo) 



Liverpool soccer star Stig Inge BJomebye (tight) evades the tackle of Finland's 
MYPA-47*s Jukka Koskinen (left) In tbe L^FA European Cup ‘W'lnners Cup (Reuters 
photo) 


Celtic to the .sword, face 
Spanak Moscow who 
knocked out Silkeboig of 
Denmark 5-3 on aggregate. 

Helsingboigs of Sweden, 
whose defence proved too 
tight for Aston ViUa. tackle 
Neuchatel Xamax of 
Switzerland, who knocked 
out Dynamo Kiev 2-1 on 
aggregate. 

Inter Milan. ’ not so 
impressive against French 
minnows Guingamp in the 
first round, were given 


another chance to improve 
when they drew Casino 
Graz. The Austrians over- 
came Ekeren of Belgium on 
the away goals rule. 

Borussia 

Moencbengladbacb of 
Germany, conquerors of 
Arsenal, play the London 
side manager .Arsene 
Wenger’s old club Monaco. 

Metz, who won only their 
second ever European game 
in seven years, against Tirol 
Innsbruck Tuesday, drew 


Sporting Lisbon, who put 
out another French side. 
Montpellier, in the first 
round. 

Monaco coach Jean 
Tigana was disappointed at 
being paired with 
Moenchengladbach. jf 

"I would have preferred to 
go to Scotland, .Austria, 
even Romania. We'll just 
have to get used to the idea 
of going to Germany. 
Luckily the return match is 
at home,” he said. 



COlfCORD 


TEL:677420 


iimOVIf TgEATRE & CfHEMA 
TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Chris Farley & David Spade... in 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 


TOMMY BOY 


NASER 56 


CONCORD “X" 

Arnold Schwizeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams...in 
ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


BASIL & HISHAM’S THEATRE ^ 
TEL: 625155 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Governmpni 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


(Arabic) 


CONCORD “2” 


ive-Star Government a-ok u r, 

starring comedians; HUman RightS 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


SPEED 

Shows: 3:30v 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 


P/ay starts 8:30 p.m. 


At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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, Novak surprises Becker at Swiss tourney 
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BASLE (AFP) — Jifj 
Novak of the Czech 
Republic stumied fouith- 
^ seeded Boris Becker 6-3. 
i 7-6 (7/4) in the second 
j round of the Swiss indoor 
i tennis championship 
nmrsday night. 

Novak, 21, played 
almost entirely from the 
back court but continually 
sent passing shot winners 
past his German opponent, 
who was playing his first 
tournament since injuring 
his right wrist at Wimble- 
don. 

Becker looked lethargic 
and had to save three 
match points in the ninth 
game of the second set. 

Novak kept his cool after 
that missed opportunitv. 
however, and sealed his 
win with some searing ser- 
vice returns. 

Only two seeds are now 
left in the last eight of the 
tournament and at least 
one unseeded player will 
make ±e final. 

In another surprise, 
lucky loser Marc Goellner 
of Germany rode his pow> 
erful serve to score a 7-6 
(9/7), 6-2 second-round 
' win over veteran No.6 
seed Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden, who had troubles 
with his ow'o serve and 
was feeling unwell. 

“Stefan always looked 
tired,*' Goellner said. 

World number one Pete 
Sampras overcame tena- 
cious German teenager 
Ibrnmy Haa.s in three sets 
to progress. 

Sampras downed 18- 
year-old wild card recipi- 
ent Haas 6-4, 2-6, 6-3 to 
f set up a last eight meeting 
with swedes Mikael TilJ- 
sn^m, who defeated his 
compatriot Jonas BJoric- 
man 3-6, 6-3. 6-3. 



Boris Becker 

The American, who 
denied reports he is .suffer- 
ing from a blood disorder, 
said the medium-paced 
courts in Ba^le suit his 
game. 

“It is a good court.*’ he 
said. “ It is not so fast that 
you can't stay back.*' 

Haas has been described 
by his American coach 
Nick Bollettieri as poten- 
tially better than his com- 
patriots Boris Becker and 
Michael Siich but Sam- 
pras. though impressed, 
was not prepared to back 
up that statement. 


“It is hard to say hew 
good he can become 
because he is still very 
young.” said the top seed. 
“He’s got a pretty good 
foundation — he's a solid 
player and he moves well 
but is is hard to say he’s 
going to be a better player 
Aan Becker.” 

Hendrik Dreekmann — 
who upset his German 
compatriot Michael Stich 
in the first round — 
advanced with a 7-6 (7/5), 
6-3 win over former Grand 
Slam Cup wLrmer Magnus 
Larsen Sweden, while 


Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic beat Germany's 
David PrinosU 6-2. 

Prinosil had upset sec- 
ond-seeded Goran Ivanise- 
vic of Croada in the first 
round. 

In other second-round 
matches played Thursday, 
third-seeded Yevgeny 
•Kafelnikov of Russia 
downed Frenchman Lionel 
Roux 4-6, 6-3. 6-4 and 
Olivier Delaitre of France 
ousted Italian Davis Cup 
player Renzo Furlan 1-6. 
6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 


Players 
press ahead 
with strike 
ballot 


LONDON (R) — Players 
in the three lower English 
soccer divisions could still 
strike over a satellite televi- 
sion cash dispute which has 
divided players on one side 
and the football league on 
the other. 

The two sides are deeply 
entrenched in the row 
which centres on the 
League's scrapping of their 
traditional regulation, by 
which the players union 
was entitled to receive LO 
per cent of television 
money. 

The league's TV deal 
with sky, for live coverage 
of matches outside the Pre- 
mier League, is worth 125 
million pounds over five 
years but officials say the 
union does not need a huge 
increase in money while 
the clubs, particularly those 
in the lower divisions, say 
they desperately do. 

The union is insisting the 
league should honour their 
long-standing agreement to 
pay out the 10 per cent share 
and are threatening strike 
action from the start of 
November, targeting isolated 
games scheduled to be 
screened live on satellite TV. 

They were sending out bal- 
lot forms to their members 
on Friday seeking support 
for strike action. 

League spokesman Chris 
Hull said on Friday talks bad 
been “progressing" and 
accused the union of ignor- 
ing financial realities and 
pursuing a policy that would 
harm their members. 


Asmussen lines up Oscar 
Schindler for Arc 


PARIS (AFP) — Cash Asmussen is set to 
ride Irish St Leger winner Oscar Schindler 
in the Prix de U arc de Triomphe a week on 
Sunday. 

Stephen Craine rode the colt to victory at 
the (Turragh last Saturday but appears to 
have been passed over for Longcharap and 
also for the four-year-old's planned tilt at 
the Melbourne Cup afterwards. 

“It's 99 per cent cenain I ride Oscar 

Schindler,” Asmussen said. 

“He won impressively the other day and 
has run well all year. I think the horse is a 
live Arc prospect and 1 look forward to rid- 
ing him.*' 

Tlie Texan, now based in France, won the 
Arc on Suave Dancer in 1991. 

He won the French Oaks on Sil Sila for 


Brian Sman in June and the Prix Vermeille 
on the RAE guest-trained My Emma a fort- 
night ago. 

‘1 have had a lot of luck in big races with 
horses trained in the British Isles this sea- 
son. Let's hope I can pull off the treble with 
Oscar Schindler," he said. 

Trainer Kevin Prendergast is keen to aim 
(Dscar Schindler at the Melbourne Cup afier 
the Arc and he was expected to use Michael 
Kinane, the Irish Jockey who won Aus- 
tralia's premier race on Vintage Crop two 
years ago. 

“It mokes sense to have Mick for Mel- 
bourne," he said. 

“He's won the race and knows the track, 
having ridden in the Melbourne Cup three 
times." 



Toronto Blue Jay's Alex (Gonzalez finds himself out at third after being tagged by 
Baltimore Orioles third baseman Todd Zeile while trying to stretch a double dur- . 
ing the 3rd inning September 26 at the Skydome in Toronto. Making the call on , 
the play is third base umpire Jim McKean. Baltimore went on to win 4-1 (Reuters * 
photo) 




Leaders Betis face unbeaten Deportivo; PSG aim to continue impressive run as AC Milan face Perugia 
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PARIS (AFP) — Spanish 
League leaders Real Betis 
face a tough home tie 
. against unbeaten Deportivo 
Coruna this weekend in 
the top match of the Span- 
ish League programme. 

Betis lead Barcelona on 
goal difference, having 
conceded just one goal in 
their four league matches to 
date, and are scoring over 
two goals a game. 

There were doubts last 
' season rbax. the Deportivo 
coach, former Welsh 
imemauonal manager and 
Liverpool idol John 
Toshack, would be retained 
for this season. 

However, the board 
allowed Toshack to heavily 
• rebuild the side, which 
came close twice to win- 
ning the championship and 
won the 1995 Spanish Cup 
under former coach Arse- 
nio Iglesias — and they are 
starting to see the fruits of 
his efforts. 

Coruna drew their first 
two matches, but have 
comfortably won their last 
two games, including a 2-0 
awav win at title holders 
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Aclerico Madrid. 

Particularly encouraging 
for Toshack, who resigned 
^ra the Wales post after 
only one match in 1994. 
has been the form of 
French playmaker Corentio 
Martins. 

Martins, signed from 
Auxerre in the summer, is 
their joint top scorer with 
three goals alongside 
another new signing: 5 mil- 
lion pound ($7.5million) 
Brazilian striker Rivaldo. 

Betis have been bolstered 
by the arrival in the sum- 
mer of Nigerian midfielder 
Finidi George from Dutch 
chammons Ajax — they 
beat Real Madrid for his 
signature. His partnership 
with Robert JamL normally 
Croatia's leftback. in mid- 
field is the major reason 
behind Betis' exciting start. 

Barcelona should face an 
easier task away at Real 
Zaragoza, the 1995 Cup 
Winners* Cup. The Catalan 
club scraped through 3-2 
against Real Sociedad at 
home last Sunday, bur it 
was the form of Brazilian 
wonderkid Ronaldo ±at 


For Sale 

Mercedes 200 - Customs Unpaid 

1984 model, power steering etc. 

In good condition throughout. 

Phone 813029 between 07:30 - 15:00 hrs 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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Pass 

Opening lead: Two of ♦ 

Minor Upaes of technique 
usua]]v puiUBbed drasticaJl>|. That 
was noi the «» **And from 
the Porbo loiimamant pla^ eorh- 

« this year in Hollsind. 

At one table N'onh-South reached 
an iron-<lad contract of five 
Declarer made 12 tricks easily by 
rufUng B spade in dummy. Iwng 
only ono trie* u> the queen of dubs. 


At the otber table, North-South 
stumbled into three no trump on 
the bidding shown after East made 
a wok jump overcall in spades. 

West led a low spade and declar- 
er WOP the ace. Which minor suit 
should South tackle first? 

Declarer chose to go after the 
nine-card club suit rather than the 
combined eight cards in diamonds 
When the queen of clubs failed to 
drop under the ace-kii^, declarer 
took the percentage play In die- 
moods by running the eight since 
there waa no entry back to the 
closed hand. East won the queen 
and the defenders collected Five 
spade tricks and a club for a three- 
trick act. 

Going after duba was correct, but 
dedarer ebould have taken one 
liminaiy precaution. Before cashing 
Uie hi^ clubs, dedarer should have 
played olT one high diamond. When 
the queen drops, declarer simply 
winning tricks and racks up 
10 tricks. , , , 

If the queen of diamonds does not 
drop, declarer then tests clubs. 
Wben that lady fails to appear, 
declarer can fall back on the dia- 
mond finesse in an attempt to land 
the gome. 


took the eye. 

Ronaldo, signed for $20 
million from PSVi Eind- 
hoven, scored a double to 
take his total to three for 
the season, and Zaragoza 
will also be aware that 
Barcelona's other striker 
Juan Antonio Pizzi, the 
Atgentinian-bom natu- 
ralised Spaniard signed 
from Tenerife. looked 
impressive scoring the 
other goal. 

Zaragoza are a shadow of 
the side ±at deieated Arse- 
nal 2- 1 in the Cup \Vm- 
ners* Cup final. Their hero 
on that night, Nayim, was 
sent off last week after 
coming on at halftime as a 
substiute during their 2-0 
defeat to moderate Sport- 
ing Gijon. 

In Germany. Bonissia 
Moencbengladbach will ny 
to build on their impressive 
week’s work by beating 


Fortuna Dusseldotf away. 

Borussia's5-l demolitjicm 
of champions-'- 8orussia 
Dortmund and then their 
gutsy 3-2 defeat of Arsenal 
(6-4 on aggregate) in the 
UEFA Cup have boosted 
the club's morale after los- 
ing their opening two 
league matches. 

Former German 

international Stefan Effen- 
berg may force national 
team coach Berti Vogts to 
rethink his policy of refus- 
ing to play him in the side. 
Vogts sent Effenberg home 
from the 1994 World Cup 
after he made obscene ges- 
tures to the spectators when 
be was substituted, against 
South Korea. Vogts *said 
chat Effenberg would not 
play for Germany as long 
as he was coach. 

Vogts was a spectator at 
Moencbengladbach 's 
destruction of Dortmund 


last weekend and cannot 

empressed:^ • " ■ • • ' 

Dortmund attempt to 
revive their league chal- 
lenge at home to struggling 
St Pauli, while Bayern 
Munich, dumped out of the 
UEFA Cup &is week by 
Valencia, are away at the 
1993 champions Werder 
Bremen. 

In France, leaders Paris 
Saint Germain take their 
exceptional record of not 
conceding a goal so far, to 
Guingamp. 

Even more impressive 
has been the play of their 
Brazilian duo Rai and 
Leonardo, both members of 
the 1994 World Cup win- 
ning squad. 

Bo± were on the mark in 
the 4-0 threshing of Lens 
last weekend, Leonardo 
scoring a brace to make it 
four league goals this sea- 


son. 

Quingamp.^ _th^ . 1996 
Le^ue Clip ^alises; held 
Italian giants Inter Milan to 
a highly creditable 1-1 
drew at milan in the UEFA 
Cup Tuesday, although 
they went oui^l on aggre- 
gate. 

Guingamp will rely on 
veteran Romanian defender 
Georghe Mihali to stop the 
rampant Brazilian duo 
while their Liberian striker 
Christopher Wreh, who 
scored against Inter, will be 
looking to add to his four- 
goal league tally and end 
Paris' proud record. 

Bordeaux's former 
French international striker 
Jean-Pierre Papin makes 
what could be an emotional 
return to Olympique Mar- 
seille where he made his 
name. Papin, signed from 
Bayern Munich in ±e sum- 
mer. has been the lynchpin 


in Bordeaux's surprising 
unbeatjsn.stan.to, 

He has scored four goals 
for last season’s beaten 
UEFA Cup finalists, who 
lost most of their first team 
over the summer. 

Marseille have made a 
disappointing start to the 
season, lying ninth on 12 
points, despite having 
recruited high profile play- 
ers such as Bulgarian play- 
maker Yordan Letchkov, 
French international Rey- 
nold Pedros and German 
keeper Andreas Kopke. 

The Marseille fans booed 
the side off the pitch at 
their last home game, a 1-0 
win over Le Havre, and 
will expect them to 
improve considerably 
against Bordeaux. 

In Italy, AC Milan could 
find themselves top of the 
first divisoQ this weekend 


after a remarissble recoyiSEy 

by 

Two the^ub 

was inf cri^^ln^ coi^uf 
tive defeats in the Champi- 
ons League and-the league. 

Now, after two consec.u- 
tive victories, highlighted 
by Marco Simone's master- 
ful hat-trick against Rosen- 
borg in the Champions 
League, Silvio Berlusconi's 
club are poised to leapfrog 
back to the top. 

On Sunday, they face 
host newly-promoted Peru- 
gia and should take maxi- 
mum points in the cauldron 
of the San Siro Stadium. 

Simone and Liberian 
strike parmer Geoige 
Weah, who between ttem 
have scored 14 goals in six 
League and Cup matches 
this season, b^ came 
through Wednesday night's 
triumph unscathed. 


BUILDING FOR SALE 

To all Arab and foreign diplomatic 
missions. 

A four-floor building for sale. Each floor with an 
area of 375 Sq.m. Near the American 
Embassy. Panoramic location, suitable for 
embassies or residence for diplomats. 

Call: 864999, 864777 


TEACHER REQUIRED 

An elementary school requires an 
English teacher. Good command of 
language is essential; experience 
preferable. 

Call 775261 frond 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


AVAILABLE FOR 
NON-JORDANIANS ONLY 

3 un-fumished flats on Jordan University Street, behind 
the Jordan Book Centre, building No. 20. Each flat is 
100ms, 2 bedrooms, 1 living room, kitchen, a bathroom 
and central heating. 

For more information please call 672966 • 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, sitting room, 
kitchen, bathroom, veranda, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Ma'en Ben Za'deh St 
Annual rent preferable 

Call 642894 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

* Two bedrooms. Separate: garage, boiler, 
electricity and water. 

* Location: Opposite to the American School. 

Tel: 812980 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

2-bedroom, fiat part of a villa, with telephone 
and satellite, separate entrance and garden. 
Area ^0 sq.m. 

Location*. Abdoun - near American Embassy. 
Please call tel. 829378 or fax: 861124 


FOR RENT 

(OWNER IS LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 
Furnished super deluxe and new flat on the ground floor. 
Consieting of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 large salons, 
with a dining room. 2 sitting rooms, new and fully 
equipped kitchen, garage, separate entrance, large 
outdoor veranda, with small garden. Location; Urn 
Ulhaina. Tempting rent. Call Tel.: 865970 




Super Furnished Villa For Rent 

4 bedrooms , 2 masiers . 2 sola salons , .large ^tchen , : 
guestroom , panoramic windows , 2 terraces , " 4 cars j 
• " garage , fully insulated , double glassed . tel & central 
iieating . Come & See Us - Tel ( 677026 ) 


EKECUTIUE SECRETARIES 

RECRUITMENT 


A major Investment Company is seeking 
qualified professional Executive 
Secretaries with a minimum of five years 
experience. 

Proficiency in English language and 
basic computer skills is a must. 

Please reply with your Curriculum Viiae 
includino vour present salary to : 


Personnel Department 
P-O. Box 5315 
Amman 11183 
Jordan 



MINI.STK\ PI8IM HORkS A HOlMSt. 
(.mtKSMI-M U.MiliKN lllHKnoRATF 


(MODIFICATION NO 1) 
Invitation to Central Tender 
No. 154/96 

Study, Design and Preparation of Tender 
Documents 

for the Inspection & Repair of Berths at 
Aqaba Port 

1 . Delete item No. (5) of the original invitation 
and substitute by the following: 

"Members of each association are requested to 
provide with their offers a letter of intent duly 
sigried by all members of the association 
stating that the association is committed to 
submit a duly legalised association agreement 
similar to enclosed association sample 
agreement provided in the documents, on' 
award and before contract signature provided 
that the Foreign International consultant will be 
the leader. 

2. This modification shall be part of the pre- 
qualification documents. 

Chairman of the Central Committee 

Director Generai 

Eng. Naser Madadha 
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World leaders appeal for end to Israeli-Palestinian violence 

Arab World condemns Israeli actions; hardliners hail armed Palestinian response 


France, Britain and Germany 
urge Netanyahu-Arafat talks 



AMMAN PROTEST: Protesters oi^anised by Jordanian women's groops stage a demonstra- 
tioD on Friday condemning Israeli actions in Jerusalem and the Israeli army's vidence against 
Palestinians (see story on page 3) (Renters photo 1 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE LEADERS of Franre. 
Britain and Germany made 
an unprecedented joi:.: 
appeal to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on 
Friday to meet immediately 
to calm violence raging in 
the W'est Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

In almost identical letters 
to the two leaders. President 
Jacques Chirac. Prime 
Minister John Major and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
said: "We are sending you a 
joint, solemn appe^ to 
make the necessary calming 
gestures.” Mr. Chirac's 
office released the French 
text. 

The three main west 
European powers called for 
“on immediate resumption 
of negotiations at the high- 
est level” and the bill imple- 
mentation of agreements 
already reached ~ between 
Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Oraanisation 
(PLO). 

They noted with satisfac- 
tion what they called a deci- 
sion to close a controversial 
Israeli archaeological tunnel 
under the Old City of 
Jerusalem, which sparked 
the outburst of violence, and 
called for other measures to 
be taken in the same spirit. 

The joint text said 
Europeans were deeply con- 
cerned that the violence 
could endanger the entire 
Middle East peace process. 
At least 53 .Arabs and 13 
Israelis have been killed in 
three days of widespread 
bloodshed. 


In the first such joint state- 
ment by the European 
Union's (EU) "big three,” 
issued in consultation with 
the EU's cunent Irish presi- 
dency, the leaders appealed 
to the statesmanship of Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
"to ensure that wisdom and 
peace prevail in the interest 
of (he peoples of the 
region." 

Israel’s use of helicopter 
gunships to fire on 
Palestinian demonstrators 
on the West Bank was 
sharply criticised by a 
senior diplomat from the 
EU's Irish presidency. 

"You can’t, in circum- 
stances where civilians are 
at risk use heavy weapons 
of this kind indiscriminate- 
ly.” said Denis O'Leary, 
Dublin's ambassador in 
Brussels. 

The attack contrasted with 
the more neutral tone of an 
official EU statement on the 
Middle East crisis which 
uiged restraint on both par- 
ties and avoided direct criti- 
cism of Israel. 

It came as the European 
Commission said it would 
ask EU foreign ministers on 
Tuesday to approve a man- 
date for a partnership accord 
with the Palestinians "as a 
further gesture of support.” 

Because the Palestinian 
lemtories have no formal 
legal status, the accord, 
which mirrors an EU-Israel 
a^ement signed last year, 
will be concluded between 
the EU and the PLO. 

Commission officials, 
however, ruled out any 
move to suspend the EU- 
Israel accord in protest at 
Israel's handling of the cur- 
rent crisis. 


The accord can be sus- 
pended if either party is 
involved in human rights 
abuses but commission offi- 
cials said this clause could 
not be used to sanction 
Israel for Its policing of the 
West Bank and Gaza, where 
It is the administrative 
power. ‘'Hie human rights 
clause is not there to judge 
political power, ‘The 
human rights clause is not 
there to judge the political 
positions of a sovereign 
government,'’ one official 
said. 

The commission 

expressed concern about the 
impact of the state of emer- 
gency declared by Israel on 
tile disbursement of EU aid 
to the l^estinian territories. 

"Obviously this will cre- 
ate further difficulties in 
getting aid to its destina- 


don." Israel's repeared clo- 
sures of the West Bank and 
Gaza have prevented EU- 
funded medical and con- 
struction supplies getting to 
the territories. 

The official £U smtemeni 
on the crisis avoided overt 
criticism of the tactics 
adopted by the Israeli mili- 
tary. 

The statement expressed 
“grave concern” at tiie vio- 
lent clashes between Israeli 
troops and Palestinian 
police and urged both par- 
ties to exercise restraint and 
return to the negotiating 
table. 

"The European Union 
views witii disquiet the cur- 
rent fragility of the peace 
process and the evident cri- 
sis of confit^ce among 
Palestinian and Arab states.” 

"Hie recent incidents 


serve to underline the fact 
that there is no alternative to 
pressing on witit tiie peace 
process.” The statement 
went on to reiterate the 
union's view that lasting 
peace will only be achieved 
on the basis of the Madrid 
and Oslo accords, under 
which Israel undertook to 
exchange land-for-peace 
process with the aim of 
achieving teal and substan- 
tive progress, through t!ie 
implementation of the 
agreements already reached 
and by moving to the next 
stage of negotiations as set 
down in the Oslo accords.” 
France called on Israel 
and the Palestinians to 
"refrain from disproportion- 
ate reactions” and said it 


(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq urges continued revolt; 


Combined agency 

dispatches 

WHILE EGYPT led Arab 
efTorts Friday to rescue the 
embattled Middle East 
peace process, hardline 
states such as Iraq fumed 
the flames of Muslim anger 
over Israeli moves in 
Jerusalem. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak hoped to host 
talks between Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in 
Cairo on Sunday, but no 
decision had been taken yet, 
Egyptian sources said. 

Prodded by the United 
States, Egypt and other 
countries, tiie Israeli author- 
ities soughL meanwhile, to 
ease the immediate cause of 
unprecedented clashes in 
the Palestinian territories by 
temporarily closing an 
archaeological tunnel near 
Jerusalem's A1 Aqsa 
Mosque. 

But the violence contin- 
ued on Friday and the 
Israeli mayor of Jerusalem 
announced that the closure 
was just temporary and the 
-tunnel would reopen on 
Sunday. 

The turmel near A1 Aqsa 
Mosque, Islam's third holi- 
est site, has not only 
eiuaged the Palestinians but 
also infuriated Israel's 
peace partners Egypt and 
Jordan as well as negotiat- 
ing partners Syria and 
Lebanon. 

It has also prompted 
Qatar, which tlus year 
began normalising ties with 
Israel, to cancel a scheduled 
meeting between its foreign 
minister and his Israeli 


counterpart. 

The tunnel opening has 
also brought the United 
States, co-spoKor of the 
peace talks, under attack 
from the Arabs who charge 
Washington has failed to 
bring Israel into line and 
given opportunities to hard- 
liners trying to wreck the 
process. 

Iraq’s ruling 

Revolutionary Command 
Council and Baa± Party 
leadership, at a meeting 
chaired by President 
Saddam Hussein, urged 
Arabs and Muslims to "fan 
the flames of the Palestinian 
revolution until Palestine is 
liberated." 

Iraq, which tired dozens 
of Scud missiles at Israel 
during the 1991 Li.S.-led 
Gulf war over Kuwait, 
asked Arab and Muslim 
countries to "support the 
Palestinian people accord- 
ing to their means." 

"It is time for the Arab 
World to rethink its stand 
towards Iraq, so it can 
return wi± its weight in 
order to support the Arabs' 
struggle against the plans 
set by imperialism and 
Zionism.” said the state- 
ment issued jointly by the 
two main ruling bc^es. 

/J-Riyadh newspaper, 
which reflects the Saudi 
government's view, asked 
tiie Arabs to suspend tiieir 
peace agreements with 
Israel “so that historic con- 
frontation becomes the only 
alternative to the Zionist 
challenge." 

It also warned that the 
violence "threatens to 
spread to all Arab states 

(Continued on page 7) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kabariti lauds police work 

AMMAN I Petra) — Prime Minister .Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Friday visited Amman 
police directorate where he met with 
Brigadier General Hisham Eosour and 
other police officials. Mr Kabariti. accom- 
panied by Public Security Department 
Director General Nasouh Muheiddin. 
voiced appreciation for police personnel 
for their elTons to unveil the mystery of the 
death of Haoin and Hani Masri. two chil- 
dren whose father has admitted to have poi- 
soned them. 

Jordan signs NPT 

NEW YORK (Petra) — Jordon on 
Thursday signed the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty tNPT). Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Khaied Madadha 
signed the treaty on behalf of the Jordanian 
government. 

' 50 dead in Nile ferry sinking 

MiNY.A (.AFP) — Divers reuieved 11 
bodies on Friday after .some 50 passengers 
drowned when their overloaded ferry' sank 
in the Nile River after a funeral. Egyptian 
police said. Among those identified were 
three brothers and four of their nephews, 
after the uagedy on Thursday night in the 
Minya province of southern Egypt. The 
ferry sank because it had 75 passengers on 
board the ferry, although it was not sup- 
posed to cany more than 30. police said. 
The passengers were returning home from a 
funeral at another village across the river. 
About 30 passengers were able to jump 
from the ferry and swim ashore. Some 40 
bodies were still believed to be trapped on 
the river-bed under the ferry. 

PKK frees 3 foreigners 

.ANKARA (AFP) — Kurdish separatist 
guerrillas in eastern Turkey released Friday 
three foreign tourists they had apparently 
been holding, a Turkish security source 
.said. The three foreigners — a Polish cou- 
ple and an Iranian man — were released at 
around 9:30 a.m. (06.’0 GMT) near the vil- 
lage of DalHtepe in the Bingol region, close 
lo where they had been seized, the source 
added. The three were questioned by police 
in Bingol in the attemoon, the source 
added, without clahoruiing. The tourists 
had been driving near ihe village of 
Bilaloglu when they were .stopped late 
Monday by armed Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) rebels, said the .source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. The source said it 
was not clear if the foreigners were actual- 
ly kidnapped or went away with the guer- 
rilla.s voluntarily. 

5 killed in Mogadishu warfare 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least five peo- 
ple died and several others were wounded 
when rival militiamen loyal to Somali fac- 
tion leader Hussein Aideed and his rival 
Osmun Ail Alto traded machine gun fire in 


south Mogadishu, witnesses said Friday. 
Mr. Atto's radio accused >Uldeed's nulitia- 
mea of flriag artillery shells on posiUoas 
held by his tighters. The victims were 
mainly civilians who were killed or wound- 
ed when stray shells landed in the Arwada 
□eighbourhood of south Mogadishu. 
Meanwhile, two other people were killed 
and four wounded during clashes between 
Abgal and Habr Gedir clan militiamen in 
Maguurto village, 20 kilometres, south of 
Mogadishu on Friday. The violence was 
reportedly sparked by a dispute over 
banana trade. 

Iran ends military exercises 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's elite 
Revolutionary Guards and Islamic militia 
ended exercises on Friday designed to pre- 
pare them for a larger manoeuvre dubbed 
“the way to Jerusalem” to be held later this 
year, an Iranian general said. General 
Mohsen Rezaii, the head of the elite force 
known as Pasdaran. said 50,000 guards and 
volunteer militiamen had taken part in the 
last of nine manoeuvres in a desert area 45- 
kilometres west of Tehran. The exercises 
"have given us more self-confidence, and 
we can now resist world oppressors with 
strength." he said, referring to Iran's arch 
enemies — Israel and the United States. 
The general, quoted by Iran's official news 
agency IRNA. said hundreds of tanks, | 
planes, helicopters and armoured vehicles | 
were used in the exercises. The idea was to I 
make the troops battle-hardened and able to 
tight in desert conditions, he added. Some 
350,000 guards and militiamen have been 
trained to take part in “Tariq A1 Quds” (the 
way to Jerusalem) manoeuvre to be held 
later this year. 

Israeli killed in Santo Domingo 

SANTO DOMINGO (AFP) — An Israeli 
diplomat was shot dead on a street of the 
Dominican Republic's capital, in what the 
Israeli foreign ministry said Friday was a 
botched attempt to snatch his wife's hand- 
bag. The ministry' said Aviv Cohen, a sec- 
ond secretary at the Israeli embassy, tried to 
defend his wife in the attack late Thursday 
but the robber opened tire to escape. 
According to an initial investigation, the 
shooting was not believed to be political- 
ly motivated or linked to the deadly 
clashes in the Palestinian territories, the 
ministry said. Police here said that Mr. 
Cohen was shot from a moving motorcy- 
cle while he was walking in the residen- 
tial district of Ciervas de Maria, .some 20 
blocks from his embassy. He was pro- 
nounced dead on arrival in hospital. 
Government officials, police officers and 
embassy personnel declined to make any 
further statement. But police sources said 
the victim was not robbed of the money, 
jewels and documents he was carrying. 
Witnesses to the shooting gave a descrip- 
tion of the lone murderer, they said. 


Assad in 
good 
health 
— Syrian 
officials 

BEIRUT (AFPj — Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad is 
in good health, according u> 
Syrian officials quoted in 
the Arab pre» Friday, 
responding to c laim s to the 
contrary *I\iikish Depu^ 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller. 

Officials said Mr. Assad 
appears continually on Arab 
and foreign television 
screens when he rmi^s 
political personaltiies and 
is always gay and smiling, 
in comments reported by the 
Saudi daily Al Shaiq A1 
Awsau printed in Beirut 

On Thursday. Mrs. Ciller, 
also Turitey's foreign minis- 
ter. said in Washington 
that she lacked d^is on 
the Syrian leader's health, 
but (hat according to uncon- 
tirmed reports, he was not in 
the best ofMrs. Ciller, made 
her comment in response to 
a question from an Israeii 
reporter after she met 
Israel's Foreign Minister 
David Levy at the Turidsh 
mission. 

*1110 reporter asked her to 
comment on reports that 
Turkey had infonoed other 
states that Mr. Assad may be 
'^^ery ill” and she respond- 
ed, "wcU. we lave gotten 
some information along 
those lines ... but we don't 
know if that is true or not.” 

She declined vo elaborate. 

Comments on Mr. Assad's 
health show the stupidity of 
those who make them and 
(hose who repeat ihem, said 
the Syrian officials in Shorq 
AI Awsat. 

The officials also said the 
U.S. television netwoik 
CNN htul condturted an 
inierview with Mr. Assad 
lasting several hours, 
although they did not give 
the date of the bnxidcast. 

Shortly after Mrs Ciller’s 
statement at National 
Press Club, a senior U.S. 
official said the United 
States had no indication that 
Mr. Assad was ill, and 
expressed surprise al Mrs. 
Ciller's statemeoL 


Bosnia vote recount ruled out 


SARAJEVO (R) — The final authority for 
Bosnian elections on Friday rejected a rec- 
ommendation by its own appeals body that 
ballots cast in national elections on Sept 
14 be recounted. 

“The Provisional Election Commission 
(PEC) is of the unanimous opinion that an 
additional physical recount of all baJIots...is 
neither a practical nor a necessary' response 
to the concerns raised.” its official decision 
read. 

The PEC was established by the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) which was charged by 
the Dayton peace agreement with organis- 
ing Bosnia's first post-war national elec- 
tions. 


The PEC's own election appeals sub- 
commission earlier on Friday called for a 
recount based on the suspiciously high 
number of votes which were cast in the 
elections. 

"The PEC was told that it would have 
taken a hundred people about two weeks to 
recount the ballots and they (PEC) decided 
it just wasn't necessary." said an OSCE 
source. 'Tt would have delayed certification 
of the final results and delayed installation 
of the new government too." 

The PEC announced that a series of recal- 
culations bad been carried out on the ballots 
and that minor discrepancies had been cor- 
rected without any change in final results. 


Hanged Najibullah 
was cold war relic 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Afghanistan's former 

President Najibullah. execut- 
ed in Kabul on Friday by 
TaJeban militia after they 
seized the capital, was a relic 
of the cold war. 

The man known as the 
"butcher of Kabul” for his 
alleged proclivity for killing 
opponents, many by his own 
hand, was hanged and strung 
up from a traffic control post 
al the gales of the presiden- 
tial pdace. 

Najibullah. 49. had been a 
virtual prisoner at a U.N. 
compound in Kabul for 4-1/2 
years when be was killed 
along with his brother. 
Shabpur Ahmadzai. 

In a visit to Kabul early this 
year. then-U.N. special envoy 
for Afghanistan Mahmoud 
Mestiri said he believed the 
former president should be 
allowed to go free. 

"I hope some day things 
will be calm enough in this 
country that we could have 
l^ajibullah free again." be 
said. "He deserves to be free. 

I don't know if he was a good 
man. but he is a man of good- 
will" 

Bui that was not to be. 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabboni’s gmemmem, 
which bad spared 
Najibullah's life and left a 
decision about his fate to the 
future, crumbled before the 
latest Taleban sweep through 
eastern Afghanistan. 

Najibullah was ousted on 
April 15, 1993. when the 
Mujahideen guerrilla forces 
closed in on Kabul after 14 
years of civil war against a 
Soviet-backed commu nis t 
govemmem. 


The United Nations says he 
bad offered to resign as part 
of a peace process to pave the 
way for general elections. 

In return. Najibullah was 
allowed to leave the country, 
but as he was driving to the 
airport he was stopped by 
Afghan army officers who 
had turned against him. He 
sought sanctuary in the U.N. 
compound, where officials 
felt obliged to take him in. 

It was meant to be a tempo- 
rary arrangement, but be 
remained there as a leftover 
of the cold war and some- 
thing of an embareassment 
for both the United Nations 
and the Afghan government 
that could not agree on what 
to do with him. 

His few visiiora were from 
the United Nations or occa- 
sionally the Afghan govern- 
ment He had not seen his 
wife or three daughters since 
his ouster, but had been mak- 
ing regular telephone calls to 
them in India, fondly hoping 
he would join them one day. 

The government said it 
believed it did not have the 
authority to release 
Najibullah. and that only a 
future government or parlia- 
ment could decide his fate. 

"This is a problem that the 
government has not created,” 
then-Deputy Foreign 

Minister Abdur Rahim 
Ghafourzai said in April. 
‘This is a problem the United 
Nations created, and it is up 
to the United Nations to 6nd 
a solution to that problem." 

It seemed nobody was will- 
ing to take responsibility for 
what should happen to the 
man. 


Aliens on 
the way, 
says UFO 
expert 

ZURICH (R) — Erich Von 
Danaeken. known for his 
claims that space aliens 
visited earth thousands of 
years ago, said giant 
unidentified flying objects 
lUFOs) like those in the 
Hollywood blockbuster 
movie "Independence 
Day” would appear in 
reality in the ne.xi decade. 

The Swiss author, who 
argues that ancient monu- 
ments were built by outer- 
space visitors, said the 
aliens would likely come in 
peace, unlike their movie 
counterparts who attack 
mankind. 

“But they could also be 
agressive if they are locked 
in interstellar competition 
and need our resources,’’ 
Mr. Von Daeneken told the 
Swiss tabloid Blick. 

"Humanoid beings will 
come in the next ten years. 
They are observing us 
now.’’ he said. 

Mr. Von Daeneken said 
the aliens were assessing 
the risks they would face 
from human weapons and 
diseases and would then 
contact “state leaders, 
world reliniQQ^ 

United Nations.” 
"Independence Day," 
which has set box office 
records in the United 
State.s, tells the tale of 
invading aliens defeated bv 
a world coalition of nation's 
led by the United States. 


Chateau snub for 
UAE leader’s wife 

GRENOBLE. France 
(AFP) — A French court 
has withdrawn planiuog 
permission for an extension 
to a chateau owned by the 
wife of the president of the 
United Arab EzniFSles 
(UAE) — even though the 
work has already be«j 
done. Fatima Bint Mubar^ 
Al Kutbi has just added a 
separate kitchen wing and 
underground car park at the 
castle in the Savoie region 
near ±e Swiss border, cov- 
ering a total of 1332 
square metres. She 
obtained formal plannii^ 
permission for the work 
before going ahead. But die 
local administrative court, 
ruling on a petition by 
neighbours, have sud ^ 
new construction, on the 
chateau perched on a hill- 
side above the vills^e of 
Vetraz-Monthoux, is 
unlawful. In particular 
neighbours protested about 
I the clearing of a protected 
wooded area, which was 
not included in the plans 
approved by authorities last 
; year. “This project has 
compromised the wooded 
' area in question, and is not 
compatible with the cate- 
gorisation which had been 
requested.” the local 
administrative tribunal 
said The planning permis- 
sion accorded by the local 
town hall was therefore 
cancelled and the council 
ordered to pay 3.000 francs 
{$600) to the locals who 
complained. Unless an 
agreement is reached, the 
latter are now entitled to 
take legal action leading to 
the demolition of the 
kitchen and garage exten- 
sion- UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
AI Nehayan owns another 
chateau a few kilometres 
away in the village of 
l(dbnnetier>M6ntre'ix. 

Police seize 
gold-plated 
pharaonic statues 

CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Egyptian construction 
worker who was trying to 
sell two gold-plated ivory 
pharaonic statues for one . 
million pounds ($340,(XX)) 
has been arrested, the gov- 
ernment daily Al Akhbar 
said Thursday. He was 
nabbed by undercover 
police agents wbo posed as 
potential customers after a 
tip-off that a construedoo 
worker was trying to find 
buyers for two antiques. Al 
Akhbar said. One of the 
statues represents King 
Khafre of the old kingdom 
(27(X)-2190 BC) and the 
other represents Horus, one 
of the most important gods 
during the Greco-Roman 
period who took the shape 
of a falcon. The newspaper, 
which did not identify the 
worker nor say when the 
arrest took place, said that 
the man had bs^y dam- 
aged the Khefre statue by 
removing its crown to try 
and sell it separately. He 
also melted the gold at the 
base of the statue, it said. 

Missing girls 
found in Netherlands; 
man arrested 
COLOGNE. Germany 
(AFP) — Four German 
schoolgirls missing since 
Wednesday have been 
found safe and sound in the 
Netherlands and a tiuck~ 
driver wanted for kidnap- 
ping them has been airest= 
ed, Cologne Police 
announced Friday. The 
^Is aged 10 to 12, incluii- 
ing a pair of twins, were 
Iasi seen Wednesday afiei- 
nooD at a playground in 
this western city, sparking 
a major police hunt for. 
them. The girls, who were 
found in the car of the 4^5^ 
year-old man fironi 
Cologne, a fomier compan- 
ion of the twins’ motbtf,' 
were expected to be-- 
returned home later in the & 
day. Police had suspectedT 
the girls were taken aw^ ' 
by the man, alleged!^-- 
already known for s«tu^_. 
offences againtt minois. . 
although they had also 1^' 
behind a note suggesting. . 
they had d^ded tO: riSPi^ 
away. 'S-- 


